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11 The Preface t. 


Important and Sublime, and yet brought 4 


weight) Matters here diſcourfd**<: that 


h 
What is here offer'd to View, was by | thoſe 


himſelf prepar'd and ſent to the Preſs; 

5 liv'd to fee only the firſt — _ 
of it printed, when it pleaſed God, to Chief 
aeprive his Church of this Faithful, and _— 
Eminent Servant of Chriſt. thoſe 


| * Eter; 
The Matters treated of are the moſt" 


gown to a Level with ordinar) Capa- 1 l 
cities, being diſposd in a clear Method, : Requ 
and epreſsd in an Eaſie, but Man) w 
Style. Toa will meet with nothing, but which 


what « ſuited to the Gravity of i s 9 


Subject, and to the Character of a wel that | 
Studied, and Skilful Divine, | 2 
| Min 


1 em ſo nel appriz?d of the Nicci ute 
of Peoples being well inſtrufted in th 3 
on th 

T ſhould rejoice to be capable of recom Aitati 
mending this ſmall Treatiſe to mor * 7ec 
Hands, than it is like to come into 
however 


to the READER. m 

however I wiſh it to all my Friends, and 
pas by thoſe eſpecially under my Care, as being 
Preſs, ® what will, I hope, be of great Uſe to in- 
Sheet form their Jadęments in ſome of the 
1A, 10 Chief Points of the Chriſtian Religion, 
land aud to direci them in the Practice of 
* thoſe Things, that are neceſſary to 
Eternal Life. 


CA. I ſhall only adviſe, and make it 4 
Tethog,© Requeit to all, into whoſe Hands this 
Man 94 may fall, that they obſerve thoſe Rules, 
ing but which are meceſſary to make the Read- 
of the ing of any good Book profitable; viz. 
fan that having firit implor'd the Divine 
| * Aſſiftance, they engage with a ſerious 
Mind, attend cloſely to the Impor- 
Teceſſit) * tauce of what is deliver'd, obſerve the 
** oh Evidence of Truth, inculcate it up- 


. h en their own Hearts by ſerious Me- 


. recom ditation, and reſolve to practice mbat 


7% mon is recommended. 


10 into; 
however® That 
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| 
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iv The Preface 


| That God would lead us into al 
' Truth, and bleſs this ſmall, but va- 
' Juable Preſent, to the great Advan- 

tage of all that read it, # the Sincere! 


Prayer of 4 Unworthy Servant of! 
Chriſt. | 


T. R. 
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— — — —— 
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? Coros. 1. Yer. 18. Beginning, 
And he is the Head of the Body, the 
Charch: 


| a Mong the many Noble, and 


ſignificant Titles given to je- 

ſus Chriſt, whereby his Lord- 

ip over, his Relation to, and Union 
3th his People, are plainly notify'd 
d aſſerted, this is not the leaſt remar- 
— able; to wit, that he is the Head of 
is Body, the Church: The Apoſtle 

aul having in ſeveral Verſes, prece- 

ing my Text, deſcrib'd the Glorious 

dignity of Chriſt, with reſpe& to God 

e Father, of * he is the Natu- 


ral, 


forth in Scripture by many Reſemblan- 
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ral, Subſtantial and Perfect Image or 
Character; and alſo in reference to the 
Creatures in general, of which he is 
the Firſt-born, the Creator, Preſer- 
ver and Governor; proceeds in the 
Verſe in which my Text is, and in 


C 
DY Cc 
Us. 

1. 
ing 


je is 


; b 22, 
that following, to give us a Deſcrip- er his 
tion of his Preheminence, with re- ie, 4 
ipe& to his Church, or the new Crea- Hiead 
tion; whereof he is, in a peculiar Man- Power. 
ner, the Head, the Beginning and the Ilſo an 


Firſt-born; and for this End and Pur- y M- 
poſe hath an infinite Fulneſs and All- Fudge « 
ſufficiency dwelling in him. very 

The Relation and Union between Bey" } 
Chriſt and his Church, is ſhadowed 


ces, he is their King, and they are his 
Subjects; He is their Husband, and 
they are his Spoule ; He is the Foun- 
dation, and they are the Building; 
He 1s the Root, and they are the 
Branches; And in my Text you find, 
that He is the Head, and they are 
his Body; And He is the Head of the 
Body, the Church; (i. e.) Of his Body, 
which 1s the Church. 

There is a threefold Head ment:- 
on* in Scripture 5 a Political, a Con- 
jugal and a Natural Head ; Chriſt * 

y 


bo 


e or 
the 
1e 18 
eſer- 
the 
d in 
ſcrip- 
1 re- 
Crea- 
Man- 
d the 
Pur- 
All- 


-Ween 
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by each of them Repreſented uuto 
us. f 
1. He 1s a Political Head: As a 
ing is of his Subjects. In this Sence 
1e is Jaid to be Head over all, Eph, 
I. 22. All things whatſoever are put un- 
der his Feet He is Head of all Prinei pa- 


T:ties and Powers, Col. 2. 10. He is an 


ead of Eminency, Government, and 
Power, Over all the Angels. He is 
Iſo an Head of Authority over eve- 
y Man, being the Law-giver and 
udge of the whole World; 1 Cor. 11. 3. 
very Tongue ſhall confeſs to Him, and 
ery" Knee ſhall bow before Him; but 
e is in an eſpecial Manner the Head 
r King of Zion. The Wicked anc 
.ebellious, he will rule with a Rod 
f Iron, but his Loyal and Obedient 
ubjects, with a Scepter of Grace and 
ercy. 

2. 2 is a Conjugal Head: The 
lead of the Church, even as the Husband 
the Head of his Wife, Eph. 5. 23. 
his Kind of Headſhip doth import a 
ore intimate Union between Chriſt 
d his Church, than there is be- 
veen a King and his People; even 
3 a Prince ſtands in a much nearer 
elation to his Queen, than to all his 
B 2 Subjects. 
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Subjects. Chriſt is a Political Head, or 
a King over all his Creatures, but he 
iS, a Conjuoal Head only to his Church; 
the Earthly Husband and his Spouſe 
are one Fleſh, but Chriſt and Behe- * 
vers are one Spirit. : 

3. The Union between Chriſt and 
his Church, is ſhadow'd out by the 
Union, there is between a Natural 
Head, and a Natural Body. Hence in 
my Text he is calPd, The Head of the 
Bady, the Church. He is their Myſtical } 
Head, and they are his Myſtical Mem- 
bers. Chriſt hath a Twofold Body: 
{1.) His Natural Body; which he took 
of the Virgin Mary, when he was made 
Fleſh, and dwelt among us. (2.) He 
hath a Myſtical Body, and this is his 
Univerſal Church, conſiſting of all, 
True Saints that are in Heaven, and 
that either are, were, or ſhall be on 


Earth; throughout all the Ages of the $3 
World, Tis this Myſtical Body of gi 


Chriſt, which is to be underſtood in, 
my Text, and which the Apoſtle de- 
ſign'd in Eph. 1. 22, 23. Where he 
faith, That God the Father, gave Chriſt 


ro be Head over all Things to the Church, dom 4 


. wrich 35 bi Body. Take hence this 
Doctrinal Obtervation, 
Doct. 


— | l * — * * 
1 _ - * 
— a g 1 


d. Tunis, The Charch's Mad. 5 
d, or | 

it he DoQ. That Chriſt is a Myſtical 
arch; Head to his Church, which is his 
8 f Myſtical Body. | 

elie- © 


All J ſhall ſpeak to you from this 
t and Propoſition, will fall under theſe three 
the General Heads; wherein I ſhall ſhew- 
at ural N ou. | 
ce in I. What is imph'd by Chriſt's Head- 
of the ſip, with reſpect to his Church, confider*d 
yſtical as his Myſtical! Body. _ 
Mem- II. What are the Properties of this - 
Body: ſtical Head. 
e tdok III. I ſhall draw ſome practical Infe= 
made rences. | 
2.) He # I ſhall begin with the former, 
is bis“ I. What is imply d by Chriſt's Headſhip 
of all g with reſpett to his Church, conſider'd as his 
, and # Myſtical Bay, | 
be on 1. I anſwer, That Chriſt's Headſhip 
s of the implies W:/dom and Counſel : The Head 
ody of 35 the proper Seat of Wiſdom and Un- 
tood inderſtanding.; now in Chriſt are hid all 
ſtle de- the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge ; 
gere he Col. 2. 3. He is the only wiſe God, He 
e ChriſtYhath an infinite Depth of Riches of Vi- 
» Church dom and Knowledge. Rom. 11. 33. He 
ace thishis the Spring of all that Light and 
iknowledge, which is neceflary to make 
Doct. B 3 his 


I! 
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their Minds, ſubdues their Wills, 
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his People wiſe to Salvation. The Na-] 3. 
tural Members ſhare in the Benefits rect. 
that flow from the Underſtanding, and Offi 
Prudence of their Head, Chriſt's My. Ope 


ſtical Members are happy, in their be- bers 
ing united to ſuch a Head, who is not is n 
only Wiſe himſelf, but is of God made Leac 
Wiſdom unto them, and will aboundY thei! 
towards them; that 18, make them to ſal 
ebound in all Wiſdom and Prudence, Eph ever 
2. Chriſt's Headſhip implies Sores obne 
reignty and Government: A Political 
Head, or King governs externally by. 
Laws, Proclamations and Commands table 
but a Natural Head, to which Chriſ. befor 
is in my Text compar'd, rules inter. 
nally and naturally by powerful and Saint 
effectual Influences: Chriſt doth no 
only rule over his People as a King 
by his written Word or Law ; bu to th 
he alſo rules in them as an Head the 1 
By ſpiritual Influences he enlighten! 


changes their Hearts, and brings then 
into an entire Subjection to himſelf, 
Hence you read Pſalm 110. 3. Thy Pes 
ple ſhall be a willing People, in the Day = T. 
thy Power. 


3. Chriſt' 


ad, 


'he Na- \ 
Benefits 


o is not, 


d made 


chem to 
e, Ep 


s Sorrd 


Political 
of Counſels, Purpoſes and Actions, ſu- 


ally by 
mands 


1 Chriſ:? 
s inter- 


rful and 


oth not! 
a King 
„ ; bu to think, or- What to do; ſo great is 

Head 
lighten 

Wills 
gs then 
himſell 


Thy Ped 
ve Day © 


Chriſt' 
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3. Chriſt's Headſhip does import Di- 
rection and Conduct: Conduct is the 


Office of an Head, without which the. 


Operation and Motion of the Mem- 


bers would be very irregular. Chriſt 


is not only a Commanding, but a 
Leading Head to his People. He is 
their Guide as well as their King, 


Pſalm 48. 14. This God is our God for 
ever and ever; He will be our Guide even 
3 unto Death. Saints in this World are 


obnoxious to many Changes in their 
Condition, which will require a Change 


table to the State of Affairs that lies 
before mem; and therefore they need 
an Head to direct and guide them. 
Saints here below know but in part, 
their Light is mingled with Dark- 
neſs; They ſometimes know not what 


the Inconſiſtency and Uncertainty, tha 
their Minds * under: — ng 
ever this affords them ſuſficient Ground 
of Support and Comfort, Chriſt is their 
Head, and conſequently will be their 
Counſellor and their Guide. 

4. Chriſt's Headſhip does import In- 
ſpection and Care. Tis the Office of 
a Natural Head to look to, and pro- 


B 4 vide 


= 
— x ee n — Cee Eee 


[ 
| 
| 
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— 


vide for its Members: In this Senſe 
alſo is Chriſt an Head to his People. 
They are always the Objects of his pe- 
culiar Providence and Care, His Eyes 
are continually on them, and his Ears are 


always open to their Cry, 


Pſalm 34. 16. 


His Heart runs forth continually to- 
wards them, and his Hand is ready 
to ſave them; he hath promifed. them, 
that All Things ſhall work together for 
their Good > That He wilt never leave 
them, nor forſake them; That He will 
defend them from evil, and never ſuffer them 
to want any good, that is really neceſlary 
for them. Blefied be «God, that we 
have ſuch an Head to take Care of us, 
who will ſecureus in Danger,ftrengthen 
us in Difficulties, direct us in Dark- 
neſſes, and ſupply us in our Indigence. 


in 


5. Chriſt is a Head to his Church 


point of Influence. He is ſuch an 


Head as fills all in all; Eph. 1. 24. 
There is an A/! here to be filled ; to 
wit, all Saints, all the true Members 
of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, be they 
never ſo mean and unworthy. There 
is likewiſe an Al, with which they 
are to be filled; and that is, all Kinds 


and Degrees of Grace; there ſhall be 
nothing wanting hereafter, that is ne- 


ceſlary 


Head, 
than 1 
mal s 
So hei 
nent!) 
and ft 
Propo 
the E 
Laws © 
Spiriti 
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ceffary to make them compleatly holy 
and happy. Now there is a hvefold 
Influence deriv'd trom Chriſt as a My- 
ftical Head to Believers, which are his 
Myſtical Body. 

(1.) There is, as I may term it, 
a Sen ſific Influence : The Natural Head 
is the Fountain of the Animal Spi- 
rits, whence they are deriv'd by Par- 
ticipation to Natural Members. All 
the Senſes dwell eminently in the 
Head, the Body feels nothing longer, 
than there is a Conyeyance of the Ani- 
mal Spirits; to wit, from the Head: 
So here all Spiritual genfſes reſide Emi- 
nently in Chriſt, the Church's Head; 
and from him, they are, in a becoming 
Proportion,deriv'd to them : He opens 
the Eyes, to behold the Wonders of his 
Laws ; Pſal. 119. 18. Without which, 
Spiritual Things are an intelligible 
Myſtery to them: He opens their 
Ears likewiſe, to the Inſtructive Diſ- 
cipline of his Word and Rod, with- 
out which, they would have no. Teach- 
ing, no Reforming Influence upon 
them. Job 36. 10. Tis thro'- Chriſt as 
their Head, that they come to favour 


of the Things of God, to Taſte the 


Sweets of Redemption, Love and Grace; 
8 B 5 and 
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and to feel the Impreſſions of the Holy 
Goſpel ; otherwiſe ſpiritual and holy 
Things would no more affect them, 
than if they were meer Nullity. 

(2.) There is a Vital Influence, which 
flows from Chriſt to his People, as he 
is their Head. Chriſt our Head is our 
Fountain -of Life, our Heart as wel! 
as our Head, and out of him are the 
Iſſues of Lite. We are dead whilſt 
in the Old Adam, in Sins and Treſ- 
paſſes ; but no ſooner are we united 
to Chriſt as our Head, but he is our 
Reſurrection, and our Life. 


Chriſt liveth in me; Col. 2. 20. Chriſt 


was the Principle of his ſpiritual Life; 
( faith the Apoſtle Paal to 


Your Life 
the Coloſſians ) is hid with Chriſt in God. 
Col. 3. 3. Tis hid in Chrift, as the 
Effect is in its Cauſe, and as the Life 
of the Branches is in the Root. 
(3.) Chriſt does communicate to 


Believers as he is their Head, Corro- 
borating and Strengthning Influences, The 
Strength of the Natural Body, depends 


n the Animal Spirits convey'd to 


it from the Head. The Strength o 
Chriſt's Myftical Body, can't be ſu- 
ftain'd and continu'd, without conſtant 

TE ORE —@ 


Live 
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Supplies of Power from Chriſt. In the 
Lord ( ſaid the Church) have J Righte- 
ouſneſs and Strength. Pſalm 45. 25. My 
Fleſh and my Heart faileth me, but God 
is the ſtrenoth of my Heart, and my Por- 
tion for ever. To them that have no 
Might, he increaſes Strength; and when 
the poor, tempted, afflited Believer, 
is ready to fink thro' Impotence and 
Diſcouragements ; Chrift aflures him, 
his Grace ſhall be ſufficient for him, 
and his Strength ſhall be perfected in 
his Weakneſs. 

(4.) Chrift- as an Head, communi- 


cates to his People Operative and Mo- 


ving Influences : Not a Hand, a Fin- 

er, or a Toe, nor any other Mem- 
— in the Natural Body, can move 
longer, than the Head communicates 


ſufficient Spirits to them, for ſuch a pur- 


ſe. Chriſt aſſures his Myſtical Mem- 

ers, that without him they can do no- 
thing. John 15. 5. We are not ſufficient 
of our ſelves to think a good Thought, but 
all our Sufficiency is of God; faith the Apo- 
ſtle, I can do all Things thro? Chriſt that 
ſtrenthneth me; otherwiſe I can do no- 
thing. Draw me (ſaith the Spouſe) 
and we will run after thee. We can't 
move ſpiritually, till we are moved; 
Nov. 


g 

ö 
| 
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nor act graciouſly, *till we are actuated 
by Chriſt; as our Myſtical Head. 
(J.) Chriſt as an Head, conveys to 


his Members Nouriſhment and Growth : 


There is in all the Members a Con- 
grulty, and cloſe Conjun&ion to the 

ead, and to one another in him; by 
Vertue of which, they receive that 
from Chriſt, which ſhall make them 
to grow in Grace, *till they arrive to 
a full and perfect Stature. Coloſ. 2. 19. 
Not holding the Head, from which all the 


Body by Foints and Bands, having Nou- | 


riſhment miniſtred and knit together, en- 


creaſeth with the Increaſe of God. *Tis | 


by Influences, convey'd from Chriſt 
as an Head; that Saints make any Pro- 
greſs in Religion. Hence tis, their 
Love to Chriſt is more enflam'd, their 


Faith in him more confirm'd, their 
Knowledge more advanc'd, and eve- 


ry other Grace moves forward to Per- 
te&ion. So much for the firſt Gene- 
ral Head, What is implyd by Chriſt's 
Headſhip, with reſpect to his Church, con- 


fider'd as his Myſtical Body. 


II. The ſecond General Head is, 
What are the Properties of this Myſtical 


Head ? 


1. He 
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1. He is a Solitary Head: There is 
no other to ſhare with Him, in the Ho- 
nour and Authority of this Office. Tis 
proper to the Head of a Natural Body 
to be but one, a Body that hath ma- 
ny Heads is not natural, but mon- 
ſtrous: God has given Chriſt, To be 
the Head over all Things to the Church; 
and none but him. Epheſ. 1. 22, 23. 
He only is capable of ſuch an impor- 
tant Relation. There is no meer Crea- 
ture, that hath a Fulneſs ſufficient for 
the Ruling in all Believers, by ſpiri- 
tual and effectual Influences: None 


* but Chriſt, can be. a Spring of Wiſ- 
dom, Conduct and Supply to needy 


Saints: None but Chrift, can be a 
Fountain of Senſific, Vital, Strength- 


ning, Operative and Nouriſhing Influ- 


ences to the Church; and contequent- 
ly none beſides him,can be their Head. 


i Tis true, Magiſtrates are Heads in the 


* Ga. # 7 


Church, with reference to External 
Things ; but to ſet up any other 
as an Head of it, beſides Chrift the 


Lord; is to derogate from the Ho- 


L 


8 


: 


nour of Chrift, and to rob him, of one 


of the Choiceſt Jewels of his Crown. 
Great, therefore, is the Prefumption 
and Arrogance of the Pope, who claims 
10 
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it as his Prerogative to be the Church's ' 


Head; whereby he invades the Throne 
of Chriſt, and deſerves the Name of 
Antichriſt. He pretends, to derive his 
Supremacy from the Apoſtle Peter; but 
can't prove, that ever Peter was inveſt- 
ed with ſuch an Authority, or that he 
is Peter's lawful Succeflor. If Peter 
had any ſuch Power, certainly he re- 
ceiv'd it by a Divine Inſtitution, and 


ought to exerciſe it according to that 


Inſtitution; but it can't be prov'd by 


Scripture, that ever Chriſt did dero- 
gate his Headſhip- Power to Peter; nor 
yet that he did ever claim or exer- 
I'm ſure the Apoſtle Paul, in 


ciſe it. 
the Verſe in which my Text is, aflerts, 


that he who is the Head of the Church, 
is alſo the Beginning, and the Firſt- | 
born from the Dead. If the Pope, there- 
fore, can prove his Title to. the latter 
Denomination, we will give him leave! 
to claim the former, and not other- 


2. Chriſt is an Head Repreſentative. 
The Head is frequently put for the! 
whole Body; many Heads often ſig- 
nifie 10 many Perſons, all the Mem- 


bers are included in their Head; Chriſt 


the Head of the Church, is put to 17 
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nifie the whole of that Myſtical Body, 
of which he is the Head. 1 Cor. 12. 12. 
So alſo is Chriſt, that is, ſo alſo is that 
Myſtical Body, of which Chriſt is the 
Head; as in the Body natural the Mem- 
bers are many, but the Body is but 
one; ſo is it in Chriſt's Myſtical Body. 
The Churches- members are many, and 
their Gifts are various, yet the Body 
but one. There are two Men menti- 
oned in Scripture as common Perſons 
and theſe are the firſt Adam, and the 
ſecond Adam, that is, Jeſus Chriſt, 
1 Cor. 15. 45. The firſt Man Adam was 
made a living Soul, the laſt Adam was 
made a quiekning Spirit, The firſt Adam 
repreſented all his Natural Seed, and 


the ſecond all his ſpiritual Seed; By the 


Di ſobedience of that 
there-| „ 


latter : 
1 leave 
other — 


many were made Sinners; and 6 

Obedience of that one perſon Ckrilt 
God-man 3 many are made Riohteous. 
By the Offence of one (that is, of the firſt 
Adam) Judgment came upon all Men to 
Condemnation, even ſo by the Riohteouſneſs 
of one, (that is, of the ſecond Adam, 
the Free-gift came upon all Men to Juſtifi- 
cation of Life: Rom. 5. 18, 19. All the 
Elect are choſen in Chriſt, as their Head 
and Repreſentative, ſtanding and un- 
dertaking 


" 
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dertaking for them. Eph. 1. 4. Accord- 
ing as he hath choſen us in him before the 
Foundation of the World. All the Actions 


and Sufferings of Chriſt upon Earth, 


were the Actions and Sufferings of a 
Head-Repreſentative, he had no Sin 
of his own, but He was made ſin for 
#4, who knew no ſm , that we might be 
made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 
2 Cor. F. 21. He was wounded for 
our Tranſoreſſions, he was bruiſed for our 
Igiquities, the Chaſtiſements of our Peace 


mas upon him, and with his Stripes we are 


Lealed. IIa. 53. f. 

3. Chriſt is an Head Super- excellent, 
He hath the ſame Nature with Believ- 
ers, He was made Fleſh, and dwelt among 
25; John 1. 14. and again Heb. 2. 14. 


Foraſmuch as the Children are partakers | 


of Fleſh and Blood, he likewiſe himſelf 
took part of the ſame. But yet, he far 
exceeds not only the Saints his My- 
ſtical Members, but the Glorious 
Angels, and all the Works of Crea- 
tion in ſeveral things. 

(I.) He is ſuperlatively excellent in 
point of Order. 


Creation; to wit, as to Men, ſo 
18 


He is the Beginning 
and the Fir#-born (ſaith the Apoſtle) | 
as Adam was the Beginning of the old 
infini 
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Head. 

Fi in Chi iſt 
him as the Church's Head, Saints at 
the beſt, have but a limited Ful- 


— — 


nearer Conjun&ion with the Deity, 
than all the Creatures whatſoever. 
The human nature of Chrift 1s Hy- 
poſtatically united to his Divine Na- 
ture, Which is an Honour and Privi- 
ledge, no meer Creature can pretend 
to. Chriſt was firſt in Order intend- 
ed, he was not ordain'd for us ulti- 
mately , but we for him. God made 
all things. for himſelf, Al Things are 
of Him, and to Him, and thro Him. 
Chriſt is an Head of Eminency, Head 
over all things to his Church. 

(2.) Chriſt is ſupreamly excellent in 
Point of Perſection. He is worth all 
the Body, he is the Chiefeſt of Ten 
Thouſand. All the Angels in Hea- 


ven, all the Saints both above and 


below,are nothing compar'd with him, 
All the ſenſes are eminently in the 


Head, as in their proper Seat or Foun- 


tain; The Body has no ſenſe at all, 
but what is deriv'd to it from the 
It hath pleaſed the Father that 
ſhould all Fulneſs dwell. In 


neſs; but Chriſt has an All-fulneſs and 


infinite ſofficiency dwelling in him: 


Saints 
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is Chriſt of the New; he ſtands in - 
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Saints have but Plenitudo Vaſics, th (4) 
Fulneſs of a Veſſel, but Chriſt hal He is 
Plenitudo Font is, the Fulneſs of a Founl Ther 
tain. Chriſt has extenſively all kind in Ch 
of Grace and intenſively all Degrees of reſpet 
Grace in him. Kinds 
(3-) Chriſt is a Super-excellent Head highe 

in point of Efficacy and Operation. Hi Ex p 
Influence reaches us, but we can com] of hir 
municate nothing to bim; Our Goodreſſi the le 
(ſaith David) extendeth not unto the: given 
Pſalm 16. 2. We do not bear the Root He h 
but the Root beareth us, his Fulneſſi himſe 
filleth all in all. All the Saints, thoſe hath 
that were before his Incarnation, a: nougl 
well as they that have been fince ; th] Men, 
reſt and meaneſt, as well as the him. 
richeſt and the moſt Exalted. Hel in thi 
fills the ſhalloweſt Capacity, as wellf cean 
as the profoundeſt Head; the whole Worl 
Body hath an Energy from Chriſtſ Veſe 
"Tis by his Power that they are kept can 
tis by his Grace that they act, by hifl Ther 
Drawing that they run, by his Influ Rem 
ences that they grow, by his Strength hath 
that they bear, by his Spirit quick'ning cienc 
and exciting them, that they perlſe can r 
vere in Holinels ; and go from Gracel that « 
to Grace, till they arrive to a perfection Bu 
of Grace in Glory. Churc 
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J Chriſt is an All-ſufficient Head : 
N12 faid 8 be full of Grace and Truth. 
There is a twofold Fulneſs of Grace 
in Chriſt. 1. Ex parte ipſius Gratiæ, in 
reſpe& of Grace it ſelf, he hath all 
Kinds and Degrees of Grace, in 1ts 
bigheſt Excellency and Perfe&ion. (2.) 
Ex parte habentis Gratiam. In reſpe& 
of himſelf, who hath it : He hath not 
the leaſt Deficiency in him, God has 
given him the Spirit without Meaſure: 
He hath not only a ſuſficiency for 
himſelf, but for al his Members; he 
hath a ſuper-abundant Plenitude, e- 
nough to over-flow a whole World of 
Men, were they by Faith united to 
him. Grace is, in Chriſt, as Light 1s 
in the Sun, and as Water is in the O- 
cean; the Sun can enlighten many 
Worlds, and the Sea can fill every 
Veſlel; there is no Saint, but Chriſt 
can enrich, and make him happy: 
There is no Malady, but he hath a 
Remedy for it; no Condition, but he 
hath a Suitableneſs to it, and a Suſh- 
ciency for it. He is a Fountain, that 


can never be drain'd ; and a Treaſure, 

that can never be ſpent. 
But you'll object perhaps; I not the 
Church ſaid to be Chraſt's Fullneſs ? _ 
then 
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then can Chriſt be a ſufficient Fulneſs folke Chu 
the Church ? ; eſs, Wit 
I anſwer; Chriſt- hath a perlonaſh Head 
Fulneſs: And fo the Fulneſs of th& the 
God-head, is ſaid to-dwel! in him bodily Fithout 
z. e. perſonally. Col. 2. 9. In this ſenegjte and 
he is infinitely, and perfectly full, inf} (5.) C 
and-of himſelf; and can receive nq; lorious 
Addition to him, from any thing with ildren 
out himſelf, Chriſt is a diſpenſatoryſſhe Lig. 
Fulneſs to his Church; he tilleth allF/ory o 
in all. Of bis Fulneſs they all receive ight eon. 


and Grace for Grace. But the Church iq irs N 


a Declarative Fulneſs unto Chriſt, thatfhat he 
is, ſhe manifeſts and declares his Fulhnd hs 
neſs, ſhe ſerves as an empty Veſlel forſhis He 
him to fill. My Strength (faid Chrift)the ot 
is made perſect in Weakneſs. 2 Cor. 12. 9 that he 
That is, tis declar'd to be perfect, inhhs. I 
the Weakneſs and Imperfections of thethe H 
Saints: They give him an Occaſion, Reauty 
to ſhew the Power and Vertue offfand, 
his Grace. The Saints are Chriſt's 
outward, Fulneſs, ſupplying him with 
Members; and he 1s their inward 
Fulneſs, ſupplying them with Grace. 
The Church is Chriſt's Relative Ful- 
neſs, as he is a Myſtical Head; but 
he is their real Fulneſs, without 
which, they are, and can do nothing; 
the 
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ze Church is Chriſt's Integral Pul- 
>\s, without which, he would be as 


Head without a Body; but Chriſt 
the Church's Spiritual Fulneſs , 
ithout which, there is no ſpiritual 


ife and Motion in them. 


(5. ) Chriſt is an infinitely Beautiful and 
He is Fairer than the 

Pſal. 45. 2. He is 
and the 


of Iſrael, He 1s the Sun of 


lory 


Mohteouſneſs, that ariſeth with Healing 


its Wings. The Spouſe has declar'd, 


ſt, thatFhat her Beloved was white and ruddy; 
is Fulnd having ſurvey'd the Beauty of 


fel for 


is Head, of his Face, and of all 


Chriſt)ſne other Parts; at laſt, concludes, 
+ 12. 9 that he 7s altogether Lovely. Cant. 5. 


ect, in 
of the 
caſion, 
tue of 
:hriſt's 
n with 
nward 
Jrace. 
> Ful- 
but 


he Head ? The Glory 
forth in the Face of Chriſt. 


16. The Face, which is a part of 
he Head, is the principal Seat of 
Beauty. 


What is the Luſtre of the 
and, or of the Foot, to that of 
of God ſhines 
All the 
lory of the Saints, both here and 


1ereafter, is deriv'd from Chriſt ; 
tis thro' his Comelineis, that they 
are comely ; 


and indeed their All 


ithoutſſis nothing, to the Majeſty and Glory 


* or Chriit their Head; who is the 
the 
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22 CHRIST, The Church's Head. CHR 
Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the ly cor 
expreſs Gade of his 9 1 3 our's 
(.) Chriſt is a Neceſſary Head: Not} à 0 
neceſlary with reſpect to God, for heſlexs. E 
is happy in, and of himſelf. He orld 
might have paſs'd by fallen Man ene in 
as well as fallen Angels, without any hriſt 
Detriment to himſelt, and have ré-Rry, t 
ſerv'd them in Chains of Darkneſs, {cad te 
to the Judgment of the Great Day. VELA 
Chriſt's Headſhip was not with re- ain d. 
ſpect to himſelf, he had no Obliga- Nd the 
tion to it, but what was voluntary ork 
and elective; as his giving himſelf ce de 
to be the Saviour, ſo alſo to be the [he fir 
Head of the Church, was an AR ples , 
of wonderful Love. He hath no Prace, 
need of us, but we have an abſo- ontinu 
lute Need of him; and are undone Gra 
for ever without him: The Cove-EVatie 
nant of Redemption was made by Feart 
God the Father, firſt with Chriſt Þ> lon 
as the Church's Head ; and with face 
them only, in and through him, If no 
Chritt had not condeſcended, to be- ö enera 
come an Head of Influence to Be- To c 
lievers, they could never have been ec 
Believers, but muſt have periſh'd in Firſt 
their Sins. Nature could never have f ſuch 
carry'd us ſo high as Grace, eſpeci- P theilt 
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ly corrupted and depraved Nature 
s our's was; and God out of Chriſt, 
a conſuming Fire to guilty Sin- 
ers. He 1s in Chriſt reconciling the 
orld to himſelf, and he treats with 
one in a friendly Manner, but thro? 
hriſt the Mediator. Twas neceſ- 
ry, that Chriſt ſhould become a 


lead to his People, or elſe a Per- 


>verance in Grace could not be main- 
ain'd. Their ſtanding is in Chriſt, 
nd their ſtedfaſt abounding in the 

ork of God, is by Grace's Influ- 
nce deriv'd from him their Head. 
he firſt Seeds of Grace, the Prin- 
ples, Acts and Improvements of 
race, could not be produc'd, or 
ontinu'd, without a conſtant Supply 
f Grace from Chriſt the Head; no 
vation from Sin, no Holineſs of 
leart and Life, no Grace, no Glo- 
y, longer than Chriſt diſcharges the 
race of a Head to us. 

I now come to the third and laſt 
deneral Head. And that is, 

To dam ſome inſtructive and practical 
ferences from the Doctrine. As, 

Firſt of all, See the ſad Condition 
t ſuch, as have no Relation to Chriſt 
S their Head. They that have not 
Chrilt 
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Ckriſt for their Head, have the De- 
vil for their Head; they are in Bon- 
dage to Sin and Satan, and conſe- 
uently are obnoxious to all the Mi- 
eries of this Life, and that which is 


to come; they have none to give 
them Wiſdom, to direct and care for 
them, to influence and ſtrengthen them, 
as to ſpiritual Things. They that are 
no Members of Chriſt, have none of 
his Grace and Spirit, and conſequent- 
ly have no Intereſt in his Merits and 
Mediation. 

2. Is Chriſt a Head to his Church, 
and they his Myſtical Body? Then 
we may infer, that they have a Com- 
plication of Intereſt. He is their's , 
and they are his. Ay Beloved is mine 
(ſaith the Spouſe) and I am bis. Cant. 
2. 16. The Head and its Members, 
Chriſt and Believers are mutually con- 
cern'd ; They are rich or poor, and 
muſt ſtand or fall together , becauſe 
he lives, they ſhall live alſo 3 becauſe 
he is glorify d , they can't be con- 
demn'd ; they muſt be with him where 
he is, to behold and participate of hui 


Glory. John 17. 24. The Saint's whole 


Tenure is in Capite, all their Privi- 
ledges, Gifts and Graces, are deriv'd 
fron, 
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e De- from, and hold forth Chriſt the Bead. 
Bon- They have nothing good, but what is 
conſe-Fl convey d to them in and thro' him, 
e Mi- and being fo intimately united to him, 
ich is Who is Heir ofall things, they like wiſe 
giveſ be entitul'd unto all things. 1 Cor. 
re for 3. 21. All things are yours. Saints ate 
them, intereſted in all that Chriſt hath done 
hat are and ſuffer'd: For their ſakes he obey'd, 
Dne off dy'd, and roſe again; they have a Fro- 
quent- I priety in all that he doth poſſeſs; His 
ts and Crown, his Kingdom, his Grace, nis 
Glory, his Spirit, his Mercy, his Me- 
hurch, ¶diation, Merit and Satisfaction are all 
1 hen theirs for their Spiritual, and Eternal, 
Com- Good. | 
heir's 3. Is Chriſta Head and the Church 
7s mine ſ his Body! Then ſurely, he cannot, but 
Cant. ſympathize with them in all their 
mbers, Temptations and Afffictions, in all 
ly CON-Ftheir Sorrows, and Sufferinss : The 
„ andBNatural Head is ſenſible of the "ain, 
becauſeſor Injury ſuſtain'd by the meaneſt of 
becauſe it's Members; no Fart of the Eody 
e con- ſuffers, but the Head in fone reſpect 
where or other is affected by it. Saints re- 
of hutegt the Diſhonour of Chrilbs Name 
v boleſs their own Reproach, and he that 
P 1191. ures them, is ſaid 10 tenth ihe Arie of 
deriv d,, Eye. Zech. 2. 8. He have ger an 
fro, C In 
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| -High Prieſt, that cannot be touched with our R. 
nfirmities, but was in all points tempted like eb, 
| as we, yet without Sin. Heb. 4. 15. Pare 
4+ Is Chriſt a Head and true Believ-· 10 har 
ers his myſtical Members! Then not ha, 
one of them ſhall finally periſh. Aid ,, 
"Chriſt will not have a monſtrous, ſq Belie 
not a mutilate or defective Body JConr: 
there ſhall not be wanting, a Foot ohen 
a Toe, the meaneſt Member of Chriſt fart co 
myſtical Body can never be loſtſiin thy 
Saints are in Chriſt's Hand, and no onqhnot v. 
can plack them thence. There is 1 
Condemnation to them that are in Chriit 
Jeſus. Rom. 8.1. Who is he that con. 
demneth? It 3s Chriſt that died; yea, Yi 
ther that is riſen again, and that fitteth 4 
the Right Hand of Ged interceeding for us, 
5- Is Chrift the Myſtical Head of 6. 1 
mis Church, and they the Myſtic: he dif, 
Body! Then certainly he will plea: e 
their Cauſe, and mind them in bÞ r. 2 
Daily Interceſſions. The naturqhne Ch 
Head will not forget to plead for thi 
Safety, Eaſe and Welfare of the natur 
Members, I.am ſure, this myſtic 
Head, I am diſcourſing of, cannot fat 
get his myſtical Members; their Wal X 
are continually before him, and thei 
Perſons are ſet as a Seal upon his Hea 
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He ever lives to make Interceſſion for them. 
Heb. 7. 25. Thus ſays our Saviour to 
5. Peter, Simon, Simon, Satan bath deſired 
Be lĩev-· ¶ to have you, that he may ſift you as Hheat; 
zen noi but I have prayed for thee, that thy Faith 
h. APfail not. Luke 22. 31, 32. Oh! happy 
bus, M Believer, who haſt an Advoeate in the 
Body Court of Heaven to plead thy Cauſe, 
EFoet ohen thou haſt Gnn'd. May be thou 
Chrilt Fart cold and ftreighten'd ſometimes, / 
de loftfin thy Addreſſes to God, and knoweſt 
| no onqnot what to pray for as thou oughteſt. 
re 45 MFTis a glorious Privilege, that thou haſt 
n Chriſ Head in Heaven, that continually 
that con peaketh for thee, and perfumes thy 
Je, 15 Þpolluted and imperfect Duties with the 
feteth Afncenſe of his prevailing Interceſſi- 

4 for us on. 
Head OF 6. The Saints are hereby oblig'd to 
Myſticqne diſcharge of ſeveral important Du- 

il pleaſies. 
1 in I. Union among the mſeldes: Is Chriſt 
naturqpe Church's Head, and is this Head 
d for tur one! Then ſhould all the Mem- 
16 natulſers be one among themſelves; that 
myſtic: they ſhould be of one Heart, and 
innot 10f one Mind, with one Conſent, and 
eir Walfne Shoulder, ſhould do the Wall, 
and theſnd promote the Glory of him, who 
his HCA their Head: All the Saints in Hea- 
C2 VCR) 
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ven and Earth are inform'd and influ- 


enc'd by.one Spirit, the ſame Spirit 
that is in Chrift the Head, without all 


Meaſure is communicated to all the 
myſtical Members in a due proporti- 


on. Eph. 4. 4. There is one Body and 
ene Spirit. Were there not one Spirit 
in Believers, they could not be one 
Body, and did -not this Spirit come 
from Chriſt, he could not be an Head 
of Influence to this Body. Well, then 
is there but one Head of Influence 
und Government? Is there but one 
Body, tho'the Members are innumer 
able ? Is there but one Spirit to in 
form, quicken and actuate this Body 
Oh! how unreaſonable, unjuſtifyable 
as it, that the Members ſhould be thu 
miſerably divided among themſelves 
The Members of the Natural Body 
tho' many, are in perfect Harmony te 
gether; they ſympathize with eac 
other, antlare mutually ſerviceable t 
one another. The Hand doth n 
murmor becauſe it is not an Eye, nt 
the Foot complain, becauſe it is n 
an Hanch; but ales! the Members 
Chriit's myſtical Body are at varian 
ofrentimes, and {tirange!y content 
nd claſh ene ag inſt another; thi 
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id;  Whave ore Lord, one Faith, as to the ſub- 
nflu- ſtantial and fundamental Principles of 
Spirit it 3 they have one Hop- of their Calli- g, 
ut all They have one God, and Fatler of au, they 
l the have one Spirit to influence them all, 
portt-Fhey bave one Head and Saviour, and 
ly and ere one Body. Eph. 4. 4. And yet alas! 
Spirit have different Hearts and Aﬀcctions. 
de One ris fad, to fee Brethren of the ſame 
comeppaith, and Members of the ſame Fa- 
\ HeadBily at Variance, but 'tis much worſe; 
1,thenfo behold Members of the ſame Bod y 
fluenctFending and tearing one another. Our 
but ONGÞlorions Head is much concern'd for 
nume:ſYhelinity of all his Members; His new 
do MNTommandment that he hath given 
Body Them, is, Love ene another as I bave 
tifyablig e you; and one of l1is dying Requctis, 
be tho the Father, when he was taking his 
aſelvesSFarewel of the World was this, that 
i Bodjſhey might be per/e# in one. One in 
nony tq;od and Chriit, and one with one an- 
ich eachber. John 17.21, 23. There will be 
ceable Wme diſferent Apprehenſions among 
doth nem as to Things of lefs lmportance, 
Eye, £Wuſt in this Imperfect State, bus 
it is nſeſe ſhall cauſe no Diminiſhing, much 
>mbers Ys an Alienation of their Allections. 
; Varian. Burrougher, I remember, recom- 
contenFnds this Excellent Motto, to be 
her; the G2 written. 


24 
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written over a Miniſter's Study-Door the Þ 
and J heartily wiſh, it was engravenÞ{W iſ: 
upon allour Hearts: The Motto is this, nent 
Opinionum varietas at opinantium unitaſmyſt 
non ſunt « gice]a, Variety of Opiniondſed b. 
in lefler Matters, may well conſiſſany t 
with the Unity and Love of them thadfall th 
hold them: In theſe things, wheretq Body, 
we have all attain'd, weare commandꝙpleaſi 
ed to walk by the ſame Rule, and tQHead. 
mind the ſame things: And in thingg7hy }# 
wherein we differ, we are to exerciſc hen. f 
Charity and Forbearance. IS an 
2. Submiſſion to Chriſt their Head. er, 
Chriſt the Saint's Head! Then the ou, C 
ſhould yield him a voluntary and aft, 
entire Submiſſion. *Tis not fit, thaſdVilt | 
the Members ſhould controul or cenolly a 
ſure the Determinations of their Heaqpf your 
None ſo fit to govern, and diſpoſe Mepine 
Believers and their Concernments, Provide 
is their Myftical Head, in whom affnowle 
hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom an nd tac. 
Knowledge; ſhall the Hand or the Fo otent, 
pretend to a greater meaſure of Knowſ'ery s 
ledge and Prudence than the He f hatev. 
path: The Head knows what is pi? the 
er and convenient for the MemberſÞ<Þh an 
3 than they do for themſe lv n Ea 
A Natural Body hath but one Will, hoc ſer 


C 


U 
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Door Ithe Members are in Subje&ion to that 
grave Wiſdom and Will, which reſide emi- 
is this, nently in the Head, and ſhall Chriſt's 
unit all myſtical Body be divided and diſtract- 
pinion ed by different Wills? Can there be 
conſiſſ[fany thing more reaſonable than that 
em thadhall the Members of Chriſt's myſtical 
v heretq Body, ſhould ſubmit to the Will and 
amandWleaſure of their Wiſe and Faithful 
and t Head. Are we not taught to pray, 
thing Will be dene on Earth, as it in Hea- 
exerciſe ven. Mat. 6. 10. Hath not Chriſt given 
is an excellent Pattern, who ſaid, Fa- 
her, not my Vill but thine be done. 


ſe ad. | 


en the ou, Chriſtians, confute your own Pray- 
and afra, by tmpatience and Diſcontent; 
fit, tha Vill you prefer your Ignorance and 


olly aboye the Wiſdom and Prudence 


or ce 

ir Headpf your Head? We cannot murmur and 
ſpoſe o<P!2© under the Allotments of Divine 
nents, providence, but we refle& upon the 
hom affnowledge and Goodneſs of our Head, 
dom anfJ24 tacitely call him ignorant, or im- 


otent, or unmerciful. I'm ſure, that 


the Fo * 
very Saint hath abundant Reaſon 


f Kno 


he He: hatever his Condition be, to rejoice 
at is pi the Inſpection and Government of 
Hembe ich an Head. For the Holieſt Mien 


pon Earth were they to be their own 
he-ſers, and left to the Conduct of 
84 their 


jemſelvt 


Will, 
Ul 
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their own Wills would ſoon ruin them- Iſtian 
telves. | your 

3: Obedience to Chriſt, Is Chrift Law: 
the Church's Head! Then they are o- bed 
blig'd to yield him an univerſal O-Ithe 1 
bedience. All the Members of the but 
Natural Body readily execute the Plea- Rede 
{ure of their Head: All their Service-{woul 
ableneſs is due to the Honour and In-B/fe& : 
rereſt of their Head, which is a Foun- 119. 
tain of all their Strength, Senſe andſſtant 
Motion. Chriſtians have receiv'dJP*rte: 
their all, their Knowledgc, their Grace, of Chr 
their Life, their Strength, and the like 4. 
from the Beneficenee of Chriſt theirfftÞe C 
Head, and conſequently ſhould devoteÞſhovic 
themſelves and their all to him. Tie 
their Honour and their Happineſs, that Body 
they have ſuch a Glorious and Exaltec nels a 
Head to govern them, and therefore, in Natur 
Read of Cenſuring or Diſputing hitte in 
Commands, they ſhould readily re H 
ceive his Yoke, anrt delightfully d our 
His Will. The Glorious Angels, tho{ at her, 
ble ſled Courtiers of Heaven, think, the, 
th-y are dignify'd by being employ n him, 
in the Service of the Church's Hea(F®2t al 
The irrational and inanimate Creature pſolut 
the Winds and the Sea obey'd hig''S Fu 
when upon Earth, and will you, 2 articu 

lan 


1d. 
them- 
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ſtians, be excentrick and exorbitant in 
your Motions? Will you violate his 
Laws, who are not only oblig'd to O- 
bedience in common with others, by 
the Ties of Creation and Providence, 
but alſo by the peculiar Bonds of Bis 
Redemption and Headſhip? Nothing 
would ſatisfie Dævid, ſhore of à Fe- 
ſpect to all God's Command mente. Plulm 
119. 6. Anel it ought to be onr con- 
ſtant Endeavour, that we may ſtenck 
perfect and compleat in Atte IWilk 
of Chriſt, Col. 4. 12. 8 

4. Dependante wpon Chriſt. Is Chriſg 
the Church's Head? Then upon hint 
ſhould they caſt all their Dependunce: 
The Dependance of the Natural 
Body is upon the Prudence, Faithful 
nels and Communicativeneſs of the 
Natural Head. All our freſh Springs 
are in Chrift, our Life, our Grace; 
dur Happineſs, are alt laid up in hit 
as our Myftical Head. 7 pleaſed: tie 
Father, that in him ſhould a, Pilne!; 
uwe ll, Col. 1. 19. How in him? Why; 
n him, as the Head of the Church, 15 
hat all his Members. might heve un 
bſolute Dependance upon him, and ct 
1s Fulneſs receive Grace for Grace: 
articular Churches (which, aslremem- 
C 5 ber. 


34 CunisT, The Church's Head. 


ber, are call'd by Doctor Goodwin 
Chriſt's minifterial Body) I ſay, parti 
cular Churches, as they ought in al 
their Adminiſtrations, Diſcipline and 
Government, to come to an exact Ob 
ſervation of the Inſtitutions and Ap 
pointments of Chriſt their Head ; 1c 
in all their difficult, dubious, dange 
rous and neceſſitous Circumſtances 


they ſhould make their Application 


to him for Direction, Protection anc 
Supply. Do they want Paſtoral Officers 
at any Time, for their ſpiritual Edifi 
cation their Eyes muſt be to Chriſt 


the great Paſtor and Biſhop of thei 


Souls, whoſe Prerogative it 1s, to give 


nnto his Church Paſtors after his ownF 


Heart? Are they fallen under ſpiritua 
Declinings, and loſt their firſt Love 
ancl left their primitive Labours, the 
ſhonld look to him who is the Reſur 
rection and the Life, and ſay with the 
Church of old, Lord, wilt thau ne 
revive us again? Hath the Goſpel 

barren Womb, and dry Breaſts amon; 


them? Is their much Preaching an 


but little Effect, Churches ſhould ff 
to Chrift their Head, on whom the 
Succeſs of Ordinances doth depend 
and plead with him his gracious Pro 
mile 


C: 
liſe, 
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JoodwinWniſe, who hath faid I will bunden 
„ parti, your Proviſion, and ſatiifie your poor 
in all ih Bread. Pſalm 132. 15. Art thou 
ne an hriſtian, black, thy Head is beautiful? 
a& Ob Art thou poor ? he is rich: Art thou' 
nd Ap ea k ? he is ſtrong. Art thou empty? 
ead ; {oÞe is full. There is a Suitableneſs and 
dangeÞufficiency in him, for every Condition 
ſtances thou may'ſt be in. Caſt, there fore, al 
licationthy Care upon him, and from him 
on anqflerive the good thou wanteſt. Do- 
Officers Pot think to grow upon thy own Root, 
1 Edifihnd to Act in thy own Strength, but: 
| ChriſtBabour to be. able to ſay. with the 
of theiffApoſtle Paul, The Life which Inowlive in the 
to give leſh, is by the Faith of the Son God; by: 
his owibtrength and Grace deriv'd from him 
piritualſ®Y myſtical Head, Who loved me, and 
r Loveſſ4ve himſelf for me. Gal. 2. 20. 
rs, the . Conformity and Likeneſs to 
Reſur$/r/t: ls Chriſt the Churches Head! 
vith thqhhen they ſhould preſs after the grea- 
han nolleſt Conformity and Likeneſs to him: 
3oſpel hriſt has participated of their Fleſh 
amondnd Blood, and is like to all his Mem- 
ing anders, as to his Human Nature; and 
ld fey muſt all partake with him of his 
Jbundant Grace, and ſo be conform'd 
o bim therein, as to his Spiritual Na- 
ure: He that ſanfiifieth, and they 


tha? 


vom the 
depend 
ws Pro 

miſe 
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ſame Image from Glory to Glory by 


that are ſanflified, are all of ane. How tence 
of one? not of one God, for ſo are all Yer : 
the Angels: Not of one Adam, for ſo Nchriſt 
are the Wicked; but of one Nature z. 5. 

and Diſpoſition, There is no ſanQii-B You : 
fied Fleſh in all the World, but what Rom. 
is in him, and them; the Angels are with 
holy Creatures, but they are not Fleſh ;E dead 
Carnal Men are Fleſh, but then they of Sin 
are not holy; but Chriſt and Believers Like 

have a Human Nature ſanRtified byBby #/ 
one and the ſame Spirit. Saints arefl we 4 
predeſtinated by God, ro be con ſormed Life. 

to the Image of his Son. Rom. 8. 29. Chrift 
Chriſt is the great Exemplar and Pat - I no Re 
tern of Holineſs to all his Members. Here 
Every Branch in him muſt anſwer toff and h 
the Root. Chriſtians, you muſt reſem-J Glory 
ble your Head more in the Spirituality] when 

of your Nature, Being chang'd into the 


the Spirit of the Lord. Learn of me 
(qaid Chriſt) for I am meek and lowly. 
Was he Merciful? You muſt not be 
cruel. Was he bountiful ? you muſt 
not be covetous Was he humble! 
you muſt not be proud, Was he hea 


venly ? you muſt not be earthly. Wag de: 

he patient ? you ſhould not be paſſioF Lhen 
nate. Was be diligent in bis Obediy of the 
—_— > 3 = 


ad. 
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ence? You ſhould not be negligent- 
Let the ſame Mind be in you, as was in 
Chriſt Jeſus , faith the Apoſtle. Phil. 
2.5. Was Chriſtcrucify'd inthe fleſh ? 
You ſhould be crucify'd to the Fleſh - 
Rom.6.6. Our old Man is crucify'd 
with him. Did Chrilt arife from the 
dead ? You mult ariſe from the Death 


of Sin to a Life of Holineſs. Rom. 6. 4. 


Like as Chriſt is raiſed from the Dead 


by the Glory of the Father, even ſo. 
we alfo ſhould walk in Newneſs of 
Life, You cannot be Members of 
Chriſt's Myſtical Body, if you bear 
no Reſemblance to this Excellent Head. 
Here you muſt reſemble him in Grace, 
and hereafter you ſhall be like him in 
Glory. 1 John 3. 2. We know, that 
when he ſhall appear we (ball be like 
him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is. Then 
your vile Bodies ſhall be faſhioned like 
unto his glorious Body, and your im- 
perfect Souls ſhall be compleat in 
Chrift, and fully reſemble the Hoti- 
neſs, the Happineſs and the Perfections 
of his glorious Soul. 

6, Fapreſſians of the N gbeſt Grati- 
twae: Is Chriſt the Church's Head! 
Then this obliges them to Expreſſions 
of the higheſt Gratitude. We are all, 


I tear, 


js the free Gift of the Father's Love 
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I fear, much to be blam'd, for takingÞreate 
ſo little Notice of the admirable Bene Hlown 
fits of Chriſt's Headſhip. We conſiFor ſu 
der him, may be, as a King, asa PrieftÞþreſs 

and as a Saviour; but we ſeldom thinkSratef 
of him as he is the Head of the Church 
All the Spiritual Life we have, all ou 
Grace, all our Senſe, all our Motions 
flow from Chriſt as. he is our Head 
Is it not a great Thing, my Beloved, to 
be ſo intimately united to the Son o 
God, not only to be related to him a; 
a Child is to his Father, or as a Wife 
is to her Husband ; but alſo, which is 

much greater, to be united asa Men 1] 


ber is to its Head? Oh! how ſhould 
we adore the Love of God the Father, 
in giving us ſuch an Head, and how 
ſhould we admire and commend the 
Love of God the Son, in condeſcending 
to be an Head to ſuch worthleſs Crea 
tures as we are, and to be fo intimate 
ly united to ſinful Duſt and Aſhes BY Ii. 
The Apoſtle takes Notice of Chrilt F ;; „ 
Headfhip as a Gift. Fph. 1. 22. Jie gas „ 
him to be Head over all things but he 8 
is as Head only to his Church as his 
My ftical Body. And this Headſhyp r 


to us, and conſequently calls for theſpf the 
grea tei 
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takinggreatefl Gratitude, Every Day fall 
e Bene flow upon thy Knees, and blefs God 
> conſiFor ſuch an Head. Endeavour to ex- 
x PricſtÞþreſs thy ſenſe of this Mercy in a 
n thinkgrateful Converſation. a 
Church 
all ou 
[ otions 
Head 
ved, to 
Son 0! 
him az 
a Wife 
hich is 

Men.] Funeral Occaſion. 
ſhould 

Father, — — — - — — 


1d how ROMAN Ss VIII. 33, 34. 
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ER MON 


Preached on a 


nd the ; 
ending al lay any thing to the Charge 
Crea of God's Elect? It is God that juſti- 


timateſ fiech, Mo is he that condemneth? 
Aſhes It is Chriſt that died, yea, rather that 
3 4 10 riſen again; who is even at ihe 

898 r1:ght Hand of God, wh» alſo ma keth 


but he : 
as his 1nterceſuon for us. 


eadfſhip 1 
s Love E Apoſtle, having, in tne for- 
for the X. mer Part of this Chapter, treated 
3 dt the many ſpecial and wonderful 
») | 


; Privi- 
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Priviledges, which belong to the Chil-ſh; 


dren of God; begins at the 3 iſt Verſe 


to triumph at the Conſideration of; 


them, and to fortifie and chear the 


Heart of the Godly againſt ſome of 


thoſe great Temptations that they are 
ulually exercifed with. 


1. Sometimes Saints are dejected 
with the Thoughts of the Power, Po- 
licy, Multitude. and Malice of their 
Enemies. To this the Apoſtle an- 
ſwers, If God be for us, who can be againſt 
us? [If ] here, is not a Conditional 
Particle, or Note of Doubting , but 
L J is put for [| quoniam ]: Tis 


as if the Apoſtle had ſaid, Seeing 


God 1s for us, who can be againſt us ? 
There is more in God to protect us, 
than in Men or Devils to deſtroy 
us. 


2. Sometimes Saints are dejected 
with the Conſideration of their Tem- 
poral and Spiritual Wants; they 
areafraid they ſhall want Neceſl:- 
ries for the Body, to wit, Food and 
Raiment; or Neceſlaries for the Soul, 
as Grace to ſubdue Corruption, 
Faith and Patience to bear Alffli- 

| tions. 


given t 
els. 


339 
eſpo 
Sins, O. 
and Li 
heir o 
God w 
them, 
to an{ſy 
in the 
this D 
excelle 
he den 
prefer 
can ACC 
juſtifie 
conde1 
his R 
Right 
on, dc 
them 
Time, 


4 Gracious Perſon. 41 
> Chil- Riem. To this the Apoſtle replies, 
od ſpared not his own Son, but delivered 
im up for us all; and how ſhall he not with 
im freely give us all things. Tis an Ar- 
me of Rument 4 majori ad minus, hath he 
e are 8 the greater, and will he deny the 
Eels. . 


jeted 3. Sometimes the Godly are apt to 
r, Po- Neſpond, by refle&ing on their many 
their Pins, on the Corruption of their Hearts 
le an- and Lives; they fear, that the Devil, 
ag ainſt their own Conſciences, and-the Law of 
tional God will bring in ſach a Charge againſt 
> but them, as that they ſhall never be able 
: IiSÞtanſwer it; but ſhall be condemned 
Seeing fin the Day of Judgment, To remove 
ſt ws ? this Deliquium, the Apoſtle brings this 
ct us, [excellent Cordial in the Text, where 
eſtroy Ihe demonſtrates, there is none that can 
prefer a Bill againſt God's Elect, none 
can accuſe or ind ict them, becaule God 
juſtifies them; much leſs can any one 
Tem- condemn them, becauſe Chriſt's Death, 
Ibis Reſurrection, his Seſſion at the 
eceſl.- Right Hand of God, and his Interceſſi- 
xd andſon, do ſuſficiently protect and defend 
e Souhtnem from it. The Shortneſs of my 
tion „Time, to diſcourſe to you on this Co- 
pious 


\. 
No Condemnation to 


42 


pious Subject, will not permit me ti 


ſpend any more of it in opening the 


Text, or to bring all the Parts of it 


into Doctrinal Obſervations. I ſhall 
therefore, ground my doctrinal Propofiti 


on on one Clauſe of the Text, and 
bring in all the reſt, as Reaſons and 


Arguments to ſtrengthen and confirn 
it. 


Doct. A Gracious Perſon, a tr 


Believer cannot be condemned. 


By Condemnation here, Ido not mear 
Temporal but Eternal; Saints may be 
condemn'd in Time in this World by 
wicked Men; they have been con- 
demn'd to Priſon, to Baniſhment and 
to Death it ſelf, and may be ſo again; 
*tis not in the Power of Men or Devils 
to condemn the Saints to a State 0 
Miſery in the other World; they may 
call the Children of God Hypocrites 
and ſay when they are dead, they are 
gone to Hell. The Devil may ſuggeſt 
to them, that God hates them, and 
that they are in a State of Condemnati- 
on; 
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me tin; The Conſciences of Saints may be 
ing theEgreatly diforder'd under a frightful 
ts of iflence of Sin, and declare them to be in 
I ſhallſa periſhing and hopeleſs Condition. 
ropofitiji John 3. 20. Nay, every Child of God 
it, andſdoth, and 'tis his Duty to condemn 
ons andſhimſelf, that is, to judge himſelf wor- 
confirmiſthy of the Wrath of God, and of the 
Miſeries of Hell by reaſon of his Sin 
ut yet the Doctrine holds good, A 
rue Believer cannot beauthoritatively, 
and eventually condemned to everlaſt- 
ing Damnation, There is no one but 
God, the great Judge, Who hath any 
Right or Authority to determine the 
| Eternal Condition of Men. None can 
t meanfcondemn Believers, but God; and that 
may beſhe will not condemn them may ap- 
rId byBIpear by theſe Reaſons. 


n Con- 

nt and 1, Becauſe the Word of God poſitive- 
again ly aſſerts, and declares they ſhall not be 
Devilscondemn'd. Rom. 8. 1. There is na Con- 
tate ON demnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
y may So John 5. 24. PVerily, verily, I ſay unto 
\CrILeS, fl you, be that heareth my Word, and belie veth 
ey Arch on bim that ſent me, hath everlaſting Life, 
{uggeltY and ſhall not come into Condemnation. No 
1, and God cannot deny himſelf, and there- 
mnati fore not violate his Word, Heaven and 


on Earth 


a tr 
ned. 
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Earth ſhall you a way, but not one Tittl 
of bis Word can fail of an Accompliſh 
ment. Hence all the Diſpenſations 
God towards his People in this World 
are to prevent their Condemnation i 


ut yet 
to ch 
© Chal 
ation. 


the other. 1 Cor. 11.32. But whe Thriſt, 
we are Judged, we are chaſtened of t herefo 
Lord, that me ſhould not be condemn'd harg'd 
with the V Vorid, A e ; | ha tcca 

| lictme 


2. Beca uſe there is no Charge can be 
brought in aguipſt them on whic th 
Sentence of Condemnation can b 
grounded. Hence ſaid the Apoſtle, in 
tne Text, Whe ſha lay thing to the 
Charge of God's Elect? There is nothing ur ſe 
in the Saints, of which they may be ac-Ncienc 
cus'd, to their eternal Ruine and Con-ſgodly 
demnation ? Tis true, they have that in Piſtu 
them, which is blame-worthy, they Es; ak 
have Sin in them; and all Sin in its the 
own Nature deſerveth Death; but tho"WCharg 
Sin be in them, yet God doth not im-Ithe 80 

pute it to them. Saints ſee a great dal out C 
of Sin in themſelves, and the Conſide-WPclc 
ration of their many ſinful Imperfecti-Ncan't 
ons does oftentimes caſt them down ex-Iteous 
cecdingly. God ſees Sin alſo in them, Iſuch 
and may be diſpleaſed with them, and Yagait 
ſorely correct them on that Account; 3. 
but Ncauſ- 
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ut yet he cannot ſo ſee Sin in them 
sto charge it on them, or fuffer it to 
e charged on them to their Condem- 
ation. He hath laid their Sins upon 
hriſt, charged them upon him; and 
herefore, they ſhall be for ever dif- 
harg'd from them. There are none, 
hatocan with any ſucceſs, frame an In- 
lictment againſt Believers: Who ſhall 
raw up the Accufation ? God will not: 
or he hath accepted of a Sacrifice, 
ind is ſatisfy'd, none elſe can. The 
aw of God cannot do it, becauſe 
hriſt hath redeem'd them from the 
urſe of the Law. Gal. 3. 13. Gon- 
cience may accuſe them *tis true; Un- 


Diſturbers of the Peace, as Ahab di 
lijah. The Devil is call'd the Accuſer 
the Brethren, but yet none of theſe 
harges will he ſufficient to condemn 
he Saints: AU theſe Bills will be thrown 
zut of the Court of Heaven. Now if 
Delicvers can't be charg'd, then they 
can't be condemn'd; for God is a righ- 
teous Judge, and will not condemn 
ſuch as have no Acculation brought in 

againſt them. | | 
3. Bclievers can't be condemn'd, be- 
cauſe they belong totteDivine CO 
1:0 
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Who ſhall charge? who ſhall condem iind the 
God's Elect? God hath an ele& Nun ould b 
ber of Mankind, whom he hath detefertain! 
mined to ſave. 1 Theſ. 5.9. God haiſfces. 
not appointed us rw VPrath, but ffecauſe 
obtain Salvation thro” our Lord Teſſhere is 
Chriſt. God hath elected them to Sago De: 
vation as the End; and to © Paithall be 
Repentance, and Holineſs as the Meaij f God” 
and Way to this End. Eph. 1.4. Aﬀardeth 
cording as he bath chhſen us in hignoneth 
before the Foundation of the VForl|Put her 
that we ſhould be holy; and wit heiss Secu 
blame before him in Love. Now, truÞn, at 
Believers are of the Number of Godſſelves 
Ele&, and none were elected, but theſunder 
that firſt or laſt ſhall obtain actual M Wrath 
habitual Faith; but yet don't miſtak@1eve- 
God hath not elected them for, but unt Paviou 
Faith. Now, if all true Believers beſſtheref 
long to God's Election, then they ca ificat 
not be condemn'd. Matth. 24. 24. Fare Ju! 
there ſhall ariſe falſe Chriſt's, and faire ele 
Prophets; and ſhall ſhew great Sign Elect 
and Wonders, inſomuch that if it wercaule 
poſſible, they ſhall deceive the we ſhall | 
Elk. The Scripture ſhews, that 'til ſtify'c 
not poſſible, that the Ele& ſhould bg bitua 
totally and finally ſeduc'd here, and ſ Way 
conſequently condemn'd hereaftelj - 
Ant 
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nd the Impoſſibility that God's Ele& 
ould be condemn'd, ariſes from the 
ertainty and Infallibility of God's De- 
ces. God will not alter his Decrees, 
but Fecauſe he is a God that changes not; 
rd Feſſhere is nothing from without, no Sin, 
n to Sao Devil, no Suffering, and the like 
> Faithhall be able to impede the Execution 
e Meanyf God's Purpoſe. The Foundation of God 
I. 4. Aﬀaxdeth ſure, having this Seal, The Lord 
5 in hitnoneth them that are his. 1 Tim. 2. 19. 
VVorlWut here note, that tho' Divine Election 
wit hoilſs Security againſt Eternal Condemnati- 
w, truÞn, at the laſt Day, yet the Ele& them- 
of GodBelves are in a State of Condemnation, 
but theſunder the Curſe of the Law, and the 
Qual Mrath of God, till they repent and be- 
miſtakMieve. He that believeth not ( ſaith our 
ut untESaviour) is condemn d already. And, 
vers beſſtherefore, tis an Error to confound Ju- 
ey canſfitification with Election, and to ſay we 
24. Fiore juſtify'd from Eternity, becauſe we 
1d fallare elected from Eternity; there are no 
Sin Elect Perſons but ſhall be juſtity'd, be- 
it wer cauſe there are no ele& Perlons but 
e ver mall believe; but yet they are not ju- 
hat ' ti Nify'd, before they have actual or ha- 
uld bd bitual Faith, nor for their Faith in the 
and i Way and Order of Believing. 
reafterll - 
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4- True Believers can't be condemi p 
becauſe God juſtifies them ; If th 
are juſtified, and God juſtifies thei; 
who fhall paſs the Sentence of Co 
demnation againſt them? If the Jud; 
acquit a Man, who can condemn hit 
A Man may juſtifie himſelf, and gol 
Men, and bad Men. may alſo juſtif 
Him, yet God may condemn him; f 
Man judges according to outward Aj 
pearance, but God knoweth the Hea 
and his Judgment is juſt, and true Faith 
juſtifies a Man inftrumentally, but Go 
only as the Principal, Efficient Cauſt 
The Word . juſtiſie J doth not ſigni 
here to make juſt, as the Papiſts hold, tifþeep ha 


infuſe Righteouſneſs into Man; but ti on 
a juridical Word, and ſignifies to accu Goc 
accept, and pronounce a Perſon juſlffeliever 
This is plain, as from many other Scripſſa»/ere 
tures, fo from the Antitheſis in thy 18. 

Text; as laying ſomething to one Halm 3 
Charge is an Act of Accuſation, ſo Ju. 44. 
ftifying is an Act of Abſolution. Ang the Se 
as the former Lerm doth not ſigniſie Þled t: 


making, but a calling Sinful, 10 th 34. 
latter doth not import a makins but ae for 
Accounting righteous ,, but yet Ne. No 


tho? Juſtification doth not conſiſt in San Belie\ 
Giticatio 
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tification, yet 'tis inſeperable from it. 
demi hem God juſtifies, them be alſo ſan{tifies. 
If chile never ſaves from the Guilt of 
; theWin, but where he ſaves from the Pow- 
of Cor of Sin; For without Holineſs no Man 
e Judar ſee the Lord. Now in Juſtification 
nn hiqpod hath two Things, which are an 
nd goq; ffectual Bar againſt Condemnation. 

juſtiſß 1. There is Non-Imputation of Sin: Pal, 
him; z. 2. Bleſſed is the Man, unto whom the 
ard AWord imputeth not Iniquity. So 2 Cor. F. 19. 
Heat God was in Chriſt, reconciling the Worl4 
ne Faith himſelf,not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto 
but Goſhem. And no Wonder God doth not 
t CauſFnpute them to Believers, ſeeing he hath 
t ſignifſinputed them to their Surety, Ie 1. le 
hold, Peep have gone aſtray and the Lord hath 
z but ti on him the Iniquity of us all. Ila. 53. 


o accu God is fo far from charging Sin on 
on juſſfelievers, that he is ſaid to paſs by their 
er Scripf«1/ereſſions, and to pardon them. Nicah 
in th 18. He is ſaid to cover their Sts, 
to one Halm 32. 1. To blot out their Intgu/ties, 
„ fo ju. 44- 22. To caſt them into the Depth 
n. An the Sea, Micah 7. 19, He hath pro- 
Ggnifie iled to remember them no more, ]erem. 

10 th$-34 And hath ſaid, that tho thy e 
5 but abt for, they ſhall not be found, Jer. 50. 
et Nrelſj}- Now, if God will not impute din 
't in San Believers ; will not remember their 
Lifticatio D Lins, 
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Sins, will not ſuffer them to be found, 5 
will cover them, pardon them, and caſt ed be 
chem into the Depth of the Sea. Then is 1 
ſurely he will not, he cannot condemn Jurchaf 
them for their Sins. 2 
2. There is an Imputation of Righte- lad of 
onſneſs: Not of our own Righteouſ-hould n 
neſs, for that is imperfect; but of theztisfad 
Righteouſneſs of Jetus Chriſt: Now inf itisfie i 
che ſame Way as Chriſt was made Sinþnce w 
Tor us, we are 576 co Ri - ay neſs of Godſhite 1 
in bim. 2 Cor. or mer wasn of © 
by Imputation, * ſo i is the latter; ase beca 
Adam's firſt Sin was imputed to all Menkye full 
to Condemnation, fo Chriſt's. Righte edid i 
onulnels was imputed to all that believe ing pe 
unto Juſtification. Rem. 5. 18 Tho? this good 
Believer be black in himſelf, yet iir his 81 
"Chriſt he is comely ; tho he has ngtisfa&o 
Righteouſneſs of his own to commenqꝗ cauſe ( 
Him to God, yet he is found in Chriſt ſell- plea 
Righteoulneih, he is cloathed with hig Cond; 
white Robe. Rom: 5. 19. By ore Man him. 
Obedience ſhall mary be made righteou of Ch 
Now if God imputes the Righteouſneſ Ini u 
Of Chriſt to Believers, reckons it to thenhriq- 
for their Juſtification, accepts of 1 vere 
as 2 full Satisfaction to his Juſtice fofen God 
cheir Sin; then certainly he will notice co 


he cannot condemn them for ini do th 
5. Tru 


— —— — — —— —— — —— 
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ound, 5. True Believers can't be condem- 
d caſt hed becauſe Jeſus Chriſt hath laid down 
Then his 1115 to ſatisfie for their Sin, and to 
demn purchaſe their Salvation. 

* Chit dyed: tor their Sins. Man 
Righte-had offended the Juſtice of God, God 
teoul-kou1d not paſs by the Offence without 
of theſatisfa@tion, Man himſelf could not 
low nktisfie infinite Juſtice, becauſe the Of- 
de Sinfnce was, objectively conſider'd, in- 
; of Godſhite ; but ſuch was the Love of the 
er Waspn of God towards the Ele&, as that 
er > ase became Man, and by his Death 
U Menve full Satisfaction for their Iniquities. 
er e did not dye upon his own Account, 
believeeing perfectly pure and innocent, but 
Tho' tis good Shepherd laid down his Life 
yet iir his Sheep: And that his Death was 
has nq̃tis factory on their Behalf, is evident, 
mmen@cauſe God has declar'd himſelf to be 
Chriſt ſell-pleas'd in him, and that there is 
rith hy Condemmation to them that are 
re ManY him. And hence ariſes the Poten- 
ighteouſ of Chriſt's Blood, to cleanſe from 
eouinelJ Iniquity. 1 John 1. 7. Now, if 
to thecriſt 35 to ſatisſie for the Sins of 
s of Mlievers, and has actually done it, 
iſtice ion God will not, cannot in Point of 
will notice condemn them that believe; 
heir Si do thus would be to exact the 
5. Irv 92 Debt 
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Debt twice. Frſt, of the ſurety: And 
then of the Principal. NReſu 

2. Another End of Chriſts Deathſſ factie 
was to purchaſe Salvation for all the The 
Klect: For this End the Father gaveſ plain 
his Son, that ſuch might have Eternalſ paid; 
Life. John 3. 16. For God ſo loved theſfrais'q 
World, that he gave his any begotten Son have 
that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould. noſperiqh 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. I hig 5. | 7. 
was the End of Chriſt's giving himſelffc,;., 2 
John 10.10. I am come that they migChriſt 
have Life, and have it more abundantly; his! 
John 10. 15. I lay down my Life for bÞuittan 
Sheep. And Heaven is call'd the Purfrom th 
haſed e Eph. 1. 14. Now theiy'@ } 
one grand End of Chriſt's Death, be the full 
bring all the Ele& to Heaven at la uſtice, 
then none of the Elect can be everlaſſſſe El. 
ingly condemned; for ſhould they .. 4. 
condemned, then Chriſt would dye ences, 
vain; God would be diſappointed Gor. Ne 
his End in giving Chriſt, and Chrfhrift is 
would loſs his End in giving Pat wit; 
himſelf, which is Blaſphemy to imfeing he 
gine. Jen ag 

6: True Belie vers can't be condemnpndemn 
becauſe Chriſt is riſen again. Mheared þ; 
be that condemneth? It is Chriſt that aye iſchargi; 
yea, rather that is riſen again; Chin. Tru 


RelEmn'd, k 
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I Reſurrection is no part of his Satis- 
Heath faction, but it was an Evidence of it. 
11 the The Diſcharge of the Surety, was a 
gaveſ plain Declaration that the Debt was 
ter nalſ paid; ſo that, if Chriſt had not been 
ed t hel raisd from the Grave, we could never 
n Son have been acquitted, but ſhould have 
uld. noperiſh'd for ever in our Sins. 1 Cor. 

Thiflts. 17. Aud if Chrift be not rais'd, your 
uimſellfFaich is vain, ye are yet in your Sins. 
y migh Death paid our Debt, and 


hriſt by his 
1dantlyfin his Reſurrection he receiv'd our Ac- 
fer thWuittance. When he was deliver'd 
the puffrom the Priſon of the Grave, he re- 
Now eiv'd his full Diſcharge in Token of 
2, be tq;he full Satisfaction he had made to 
at laſſuſtice, and in his Diſcharge were al} 
everlaſſhe Ele& virtually diſcharged too. 
they om. 4.25-, Who was deliver'd for our 
d dye Wfences, and rais'd again for our Tuſtifica= 
zinted Gor. Now we may be aflir'd, that 
nd Chrhrift is able to fave to the uttermoſt, 
iving Fat with him is plenteous Redemption 
to imfeing he hath not only dyed, but is 
len again; and the Father cannot 
ndemnPÞndemn Believers, ſeeing he hath de- 
n. Wheſared himſelf fully ſatisfy'd by his 
that diſcharging of their Surety. 
„: Chrif 7. True Believers can't be con- 
RelÞ&mn'd, becauſe Chriſt their Head and 
D3 Surety, 


54 No Condemnat ion to 


Surety, fits at the Right Hand of God 
Who is he that condemns? (faith the 5 2 

oftle) it is Chrifl that dy d;; yea, rathe 
5 2 ſen e who 16 2 the Nahe. ban. 
of God. Twas an Argument God wa 
ſatisty'd, when he let our Surety out off 
Priſon ; but 'tis a fuller Demonſtratioqſin his 
of his compleat and perfect Satisfaf 8. 7 
ction, that he hath ſo highly dignify'ned, b 
him in placing him at his Right-handÞntercy 
How can he lay any thing to the chargAppea. 
of Believers, when he hath ſo gloriouſſſtheni. 
exalted their Surety, in Teftimony ho ha 
the Compleatnels of his Redemptionplead t. 
work. If the Head be glorify'd, tho they 
Members cannot be Aifgracd : Fre aſha 
the one be acquitted, the other canHerein 
be condemn'd : Chrift's Body can't bd voca 
defective in one of its Members, hem, a; 
can ſuy he has loſt none of thoſe wholil that 
the Father hath given him. The Heafonden 
and its Members muſt dwell in the Elory, c 
joy ment of the ſame Happineſs : 'T hÞr them 
Glory the Father gave to Chriſt, IÞ interc 

ives to his People. John 17. 22. AIP them. 
the Glory thou gaveſt me, I have given theÞtion, © 
that they may be one, even as we are o Truth. 
Chriſt hath taken Poſſèſſion of Heav@tion fre 
already on their Behalf; ſo that eve ſhould 
Believer, in Chriſt his Head, is in Heſe thar 4. 
Ve 


— Ac 
— — — 


Godll ven, even whilſt upon Earth. John 14. 
he A2, 3. Eph. 2. 6. He not only ſhall have, 

rathefſbut hath everlaſting Life; he hath it 
þt-hand 
od wa 
out o 
tratiot 
Satisfa 


and Earneſt of it in himſelf, in that 


1n his Heart: 

8. True Believers can't be condem- 
gnify ed, becauſe Chriſt ever liveth to make 
t-handBnterceſhon for them. He makes his 
 charg{appearance in the Court of Heaven for 
orioullhem. Heb. 9. 24. Oh! happy Believers, 
nony q ho have fuchaprevailing Advocate to 
mptionÞlead theirCauſe. Have they Sin in em, 
1, thiio they continually commit Sin, and ſo. 
cd : Freaſhamdto lookup towards Heav'n ? 
er canÞerein lies their Happineſs, Chriſt their 

can't (Advocate, will make his Appearance for 
ders, hem, and procure their full Diſcharge; 
fe whoſſl that is neceflary to prevent their 
"he Heapondemnation, and to bring them to 
1 the Eflory, Chriz# bath not only purchas'd 
: Th@Þr them by his Death; but ever lives 
"hriſt, M interceed for the Application of it 
22. AP them. He prays for their Sanctifi- 
iven thefption, Joh. 17. 17. Sancti them thro 
'e are oy Truth. He prays for their Preſer- 
f Heavqption from Sin, Ver. 15. I pray not, that 
hat even ſhould? take them out of the World, 
is in Het that thou ſhould"st keep them from the 
VC 
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in Chriſt, anc he hath the firſt Fruits. 


gracious Change which God hath made 
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Evil of it. He prays, that the holy Spi- Tond iti 
rit may inhabit in them for ever, toffire in 2 
be in them a Principle of Holineſs, tqazve nc 
convince them of Sin, RighteouſnelsÞe dam 
and Judgment, to quicken, guide, fan, a 5 
ctiſie and comfort them. John 14. 16Freſent, 
He prays for their Perſeverance iner, ;, c 
Grace to the End, Luke 22. 31, 32. Sa ſence b 
ran hath deſired to have you, that he maſk is paſt 
et you as wheat ;, but I have pray'd for the emn d 
that thy Faith fail not. And finally, haath th 
prays for their eternal Glory, Joh. 17 Tim, to. 
21. Father, I will, that they alſo whom thou fluredl 
hait given me, may be with me where Io we fa 
am, that they may behold my Glory. Nowſj you. 
iuch as Sriſt interceeds for, that the) ly, he 
may be ſanRity'd and ſav'd, can't beſtter tha 
damn'd; becauſe the Father never, Conc 
gives the Son a denial, but heareth himthriſt? “ 
„ways. Joh. 11.42. Chriſt's Prayer muff em th 
prevail, tor he asks no more than what, Caſe 
is his due; then what he hath boughfeace to 
and purchaſed by his Blood, and WhatJemns t. 
upon this Account, the Father is obliged... a 
in point of Juſtice and Faithfulneſs, tqondem. 


grant him, ent, ſin 
TION ch. 10 

APPLICA , ondemi 

Is it ſo, that a true Believer, a graden, 


cious Perſon can't be condemn'd ? To 
| 1. 
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Uſe 1. From hence learn, the fad 
y Spi. Pond ition of all Unbelievers, for they 
er, tire in a State of Condemnation, and 
els, tive nothing to ſecure them againſt 
aineiSJhe damning Sentence at laſt. They are 
2, {anſh. a State of Condemnation for the 
I + 16 reſent. John 3. 18. He that believeth 
nce inet, is condemn'd already. T ho' the Sen- 
32. SaJence: be not yet executed on him, yet. 
he maſſe is paſt againſt him. He is, as a con- 
or theelemn'd MalefaQor, dead in Law. He 
ly, Math the Cauſe of Condemnation in 
Joh. 17Sim, to wit, Infidelity ; that which will 
om thoiſſuredly damn him, if not remov'd.. 
where Jo we ſay, be that hath receiv'd a mor- 

Now wound is a dead Man, tho, proba- 
at the) ly, he may live a few hours or days 
ant beſtter that he was wounded. ls there 
_ nEVElho Condemnation. to them that are in 
th himfhriſt? Then there is Condemnation to 
er Milttem, that are out of Chriſt ; which is 
in Whale Caſe of Unbelievers. There is no 
doughieace to the Wicked, the Devil con- 
d what emns them; he is firſt a Tempter, and 
obligechen a Tormentor. Conſcience doth 
nels, tqondemn them; there is no impeni- 
ent, ſinful Man, but his Conſcience 
oth, ſome time or other, arraign and 
ondemn him: 1 Joh. 3. 20. If our hearts 


, a gra 5 
17 The Fdemnu us, God is greater than our hearts, 
n. and 


1. Ute 
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and knoweth all things. Conſcience knows 
much againſt Ungodly Men to con- 
demn them, but God knows much 
more. The Law of God condemns 
them, Gal. 3. 16. Curſed is every one, that 
eontinueth mot in all things,which are written 
in the Book of the Law, to do them, The 
Goſpel condemns them, Joh. 3. 36. He 
that believeth not the Son ſhall not ſee Life, 
but the Wrath of God abideth on him. God 
himſelf will condemn them : God will 
not act contrary to his Goſpel. Doth 
his Word condemn them? He will not 
acquit them, but his Curſe and Wrath 
abideth on them. God's ſtanding Rule 
by which he will act is this. He that 
_ believeth ſhall be ſaved, but he that belie- 
veth not ſhall be damned. Mark 16. 16. 
And as they are condemn'd for the pre- 
ſent, ſo they have nothing to ſecure 
them againſt the damning Sentence at 
laſt. There are many things to be 
charg'd againſt them, there is a dread- 
ful Indictment drawn up againſt them. 
There is no God to jultiß them, ne 
Intereſt in a dying, riſing, aſcending and 
interceding Jeſus, and, therefore, thei 
Cal: is, in that, ſad and miterable. Ti, 
no ordinary Condemnation that Unbe 
lie vers lye under, tis God ane 

ems 
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demns them, and not a Fellow-Crea- 
ture. He that made them wil! not 
have mercy on them: They ſhall cry 
and lament for one drop of Mercy, but 
ſhall not find it; Goel will ſtop his Ears 
againſt all their Shreiks, and be deaf 
to all their Importunities. There is 
no Apology to be made for them, no 
one will appear to ſpeak one word on 
their Behalf; but Chriſt, Angels, and 
all glorify'd Saints ſhall rejoyce in the 
righteous Diſpenſation of God againſt 
them. They fhall be condemn'd to 
loſe all Good, and to lye under the ut- 
moſt Miſery, to be caſt into outer 
Darkneſs, to be bound in Fetters of. 
Divine Vengeance, to be ſeparated from 
God and Chriſt, Angels and Saints for 
ever, to be ſhut out of Heaven, to 
be caſt into Hell, to dwell with ever- 
laſting Burnings, to be Companions 
with Devils, to endure the Wrath of 

od, and be ever dying, but never die: 
Oh! ſad and fearful Caſe that you are 
in: Oh! when will you conſider it, and 


{cape out of this woful condition that 


Uſe 2. See hence the happy Condi- 
jon of all true Belicyers, for they are 
deli- 
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cleliver'd from a ſtate of Condemnati-fthrice 
on. They are already put into a State offdial for 
of Juſtification,God Juſtifies and acquitsÞder all 
them. There is no Bill preferr'd againſtfdencies 
them, none to accuſe them, Chriſt based gat 
taken away the Hand-writing thatſers of | 
was againſt them, and nail'd it to hisÞLo ! Ge 
Croſs. They are united to Chriſt, andJAdvoca 
are intituled to all the glorious Privi-FTis im 
ledges, that flow out of the Death, Re- ure as 
ſurrection, Aſcenſion and Interceſſion] Uſe 
of Chriſt. There is nothing that canſpn to a 
ſeparate them from his Love; Chriſt ners: C 
hath ſtopt the Mouths of all their Ene · ure to 
mies, and diſarm'd them of all their Hemnat 
Power, now there is none that can dofwith 1 
them Harm. God is for them, and whoſwhich i 
can be againſt them? Now all things hnd no 
ſhall work together for their good, and fompar 
no good thing will God with-hold ter ho-. 
from them. He hath made over him- our fu 
ielf to them to be their God, and herein Mhene 
all good, whatſoever, is included. AllÞfter t. 
things are theirs, Grace and Glory, fareleſs 
Life and Death, Miniſters and Ordi-Fhat yo 
nances; this World and that which is n. V 
to come. Now they have a ſufficicnt Þvill be 
Anſwer to make, againſt all the Char-Fery He 
ges of Men and Devils againft the Ac-he Ey 
cutations of God's Laws, and the Cen-Þrowns 
ſexes of their own Conſciences. Oh! 
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thrice happy Believer, here is a Cor- 
dial for thee in all thy Diſtrefles, un- 

er all thy Temptations and Deſpon- 
lencies : When thou art on a dying 
Bed gaſping for Life, and all the Pow- 
ers of Hell come armed againſt thee 
Lo! God is thy Juſtifier, Chriſt is thy 
\dvocate, Heaven 1s thy Inheritance. 

is impoſſible thou ſhould periſh, as 
ſure as Chriſt lives, thou ſhalt live alſo. 

Uſe 3. Here is a Uſe of Exhortati- 
on to all unbelieving, condemned Sin- 


ners: Oh! whatever you neglect, be 


ure to haſten out of that State of Con- 
emnation which you are in, and flee 
ith utmoſt ſpeed from the Wrath 
hich is to come. What pitiful Trifles 
ind nothings are all other Things in 
ompariſon of this. Tis no great mat- 
er how things go for the preſenr, if 
your future Happineſs may be ſecured. 
henever your Hearts are carry'd out 
ftrer the World, whenever you are 
areleſs and regardleſs of Duty,conſider 
hat you are in a State of Condemnati- 
dn. Who knows when the Warrant 
ill be ſign'd for your Execution? This 
ery Hour you may be deliver'd over to 
he Executioner ; What are all the 
rowns and Kingdoms of the World to 
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a poor condemned Man? What are theſKWeart ; 
things to me (ſaith he) who look everſßin, as 
Day, every Hour, when I ſhall bod, 2. 
put to Death? Oh! Sinners, pray beiour. 

perſwaded, I beſeech you to ceaſe to dafoath t! 
evil. God hath given you Time andyvil, w 


Means to eſcape the Condemnation offblefled 
Hell. God, his Word, his Minifſters|yi1} pa! 
his Providences have often call'd uponk. 19. 


you to turn and live. And. I am once 
more entruſted with a Word of Recon- 
ciliation; I beſeech you, I entreat yon 
for Chriſt's ſake, for your own fake, 
leave the Tents of Sin, do your utmoſt 
to get out of that periſhing Condition 
you are in. And to direct you here- 
in 

1. Be advisd to get true Repen- 
tance towards God. Oh! Sinner, tis 
true, Repentance is not in thine own 
Power, but Chriſt is able to give it to 
thee;and will, if thou makeſt a due Ap« ſj 
plication to him: For this End was 
Chriſt exalted, that he might give Re- | ficatio 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sins. Oh! Call I thee v 
upon God, cry earneſtly to the Bleſſed all ot 
Jeſus, to give thee a true Conviction ff lone: 
of Sin, to give thee a broken and a Heart 
contrite Heart for it; that thou mayſt ling t 
look on à pierced Jeſus witha _ Entire 

earr. 
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eart; That thou mayſt mourn for 
in, as againſt a good and gracious 
od, againſt a pitiful and tender Sa- 
riour. Oh! hate every falſe way, and 
oath thy ſelf for Sin, Turn from all 
vil, with thy whole Heart, to the ever 
blefled God. Repent of Sin, and God 
#11! pardon thee and ſave thee. Mts 
2.19. But if thou repenteſt not, thou 
galt periſh without Mercy. Lute 13.3. 
rcept ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh ; 
Let Sin be condemn'd in you, and by 
you, and you ſhaſl not be condemn'd 
for Sin. Condemn your ſelves, and 
God will not condemn you. | 1: Cor. 
It. 31. If we would judge our ſelves, wo 
zeuld not be judged of the Lord. 
2. Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: 
But remember, that Faith 1s the Gift of 
God, go to God for it, Don't lean upon 
an hiſtorical and a dogmatical Faith; let 
it be ſuch a Faith, as God hath required, 
and will accept of in Order to thy Juſti- 
fication. Such a Faith, as may carry 
thee wholly out of thy ſelf, and trom 
all other Dependencies, but Chriſt a- 
lone: Such a Faith as may ſanctifie thy 
Heart and Life, and make thee wil- 
ling to give up thy ſelf cordially and 
entirely to Chriſt, and to receive him 
to 
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to be thy King, Prieſt, and Prophet. 
Oh! C fin as that poor Man in the 
Goſp el did, Lord, help m my Unbelief, Un- 
belief ; is the damning Sin, and Faith is 
the ſaving Grace. God gave his Son, 
that * _ . in bim, „1 05 
not per: ut have everlaſting Life. John 
3. Ale that belle ek Life bin is 
not condemned, and he ſhall not be 
condemn'd, for he hath everlaſting 
Life. Ver. 36. By Faith , they fhall 
have Peace with God, through Chriſt, Rom. 
5.1, And a Pacikied God is never 4a 
Se By Faith they ſhall 
have Union with Chriſt, and there 1s no 
Condemnation to them that are in Chriſt 
Jeſus. By Faith the Soul receiveth 
Chrift. John x. 12. and Chriſt receiv'd 
intereſts the Soul in all the Benefits 
of his Death and Refurre&ion, and 
none can condemn thoſe for whom 
Chrift has dy'd. 

4. Here is a Uſe of Exhortation to 
true Believers, whom God hath de- 
liver'd from a State of Condemnation : 

1. Be thankful for your Mercy. 
What! Were you once in a condemn'd 
State as well as others, but are now 


Adore the Riches of Free-Grace in 
this 


brought into a pardoned State. Oh 
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his, that there ſhould not only be 
erms of Reconciliation, a Poſſibility 
df Salvation, but that you ſhould be 
ome of that little Flock, for whom 
he Kingdom is prepard; that you 
as Brands out of 
he Fire; when others continue in that 
periſhing Condition Sin brought them 
nto; That you ſhould feel the pow- 
rful Operation of God's Grace, to 
ike you willing when others are Ene- 
ies to God, and to his Goſpel ; That 


Pou ſhould have a particular Intereſt 


in, and Union with Chrift, when ſo 
any thouſands are Strangers to him, 
ay, bitter Enemies againſt him. How 
ſhould you admire and praiſe that 
race, Which has made the Difference ! 
Oh! Believer, by Nature, thou art as 


Fvile as the vileſt, as bad as any in 


Hell, when thou wert wallowing in thy 
Blood, the Bowels of Chriſt did pity, . 
and his Hand did ſave thee. "I was 
not thou that didſt turn thy ſelf, but 


Jod did change and convert thy Soul; 


Thou wouldſt never have ſtept a Foot 
towards Chriſt and Heaven, if Effectual 


Jrace had not ſweetly and powerfully 


conſtrained, and drawn thee. Study, 
therefore, with thy ſelf, what to 2 
er 
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der to the Lord for all his Benefit 
Live a Life of holy Thankfulneſs, hy 
much in praiſing the Father for giving 
of his Son, the Son for giving, of him 
felf, the holy Spirit for making efte 
cual Application of all for thy Sal 
vation. Pſalm 103. 2, 3. Bleſs the Lord 
O my Soul, ond forget not all bis Benefits; 
Who forgiueth all thine Iniquities, and heal 
eth all thy Diſeaſes; 1 

2. Impreve ſo great a Mercy for the 
Furtberance ot the Death of Sin, and 
of the Life of. Holineſs. Hath Chriſt 
redeem'd you from. Condemnation , 
and deliver'd you frem the Curſe, 
What' manner. of Perfons ought you 
to be in all holy Converſation and,God- 
Iinefs! Hath Chrift ſet you free from 
Sin, then don't return again to Folly, 
Remember Chriſt's Caution to the W o- 
man taken in Adultery, Hath none con- 
demn'd thee ( ſaid he) neither do I con- 
demn thee ;, Go and ſin no more. John 8. 
10, 11. Thoſe to whom there is no 
Condemnation, are ſuch, Who walk not 
after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. Rom. 
8. 1. Hath Chriſt done more for thee 
than for others in a Way of Mercy! 
do thou do more for Chrift than others 
way a in of Duties: Oh! ſet a watch 


upon 


upon tl 


hy Mo 


may | : 
hath Cl 
ſhall I 1 
pardon' 
and ih 
ſav'd fr 
and dil 
deratio 


and Go 
the m. 
ſweet : 
make 
Life: 

thy ſe 
ally in 
of Ch! 
always 
known 
vain 11 


— — — —  _ 


a Gracious Perſon. 67 


Senefitiſpon the door of thy Heart, and of 
neſs, hy hy Mouth, and thine Eyes, that thou 
giving may'ſt not fall into Sin: Say, What 
of hinhath Chriſt pay'd the old Score, and 
Ng efieWhall I ran into Debt again? Hath he 
hy Salfpardon'd multitudes of Sins already, 
be Lordfand ſhall I tranſgreſs again? Am I 
Benefits Eſav'd from Hell, and ſhall I diſhonour 
nd healfand diſobey my. Saviour? The Conſi- 

deration that Chriſt hath dy'd for thee, 
for theſſ and God doth juſtify thee, ſhould make 
in, andthe moſt difficult Duties of Religion 
 Chrif ſweet and pleaſant to thee. Qh! now 
ation make Chriſt the End and Obje& of thy 
Curſe. Life: Be no more thy own, exerciſe 
at youſſ thy ſelf unto Godlineſs, act continu- 
4 God. ally in the Strength, and for the Glory 
e from of Chriſt. Be ſteadſaſt and unmoveable 
F Olly. always abounding in the Work of the Lor 4, 
e Wo- knowing all that your Labour hal nat be 18 
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e SEVERA E. 
DICOURSE 

UPON THE | 
Following T EXT. * | 


** 


1 


— 
— — 
2 
—_ 


2 Tim. I. the latter part of the 12 Verſe. 
2 1 know n hum I have bi vet 
ved, and I am perſwaded that he 1.9 
able to keep that which I have com. oe 
mitted unto him againi#t that Day. Isufferi 


HIS Epiſtle. was writ by St. Paul Cauſe 

to Timothy, an Eminent Miniſter Affliè 

of Jeſus Chrift, when he was a Priſoner || for the 
at Rome, and had made his ſecond Ap- I ſtry; 
pearance before the Emperor Nero, in] rage 1 
Defence of the Goſpel, which he had || Lord 
preached, and was by him condemn'd e ſham: 
to die: My departure is at band (ſaith he) | his D 
and I am ready to be offered. Nero, 
The Apoſtle having exhorted Timo- || all hi 
thy in the former part of this Chapter, | {00k 

to 
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> the diligent Exerciſe of his Gifts 
nd G aces, for the furthetance of the 
Sofpel; ind” alfo to an undaunted 
| oOUrage 105 the Cauſe of Chri#t, not- 
| ithſtanding the violent Rage of cruel 
ES N erſecutors ; proceeds to acquaint Ti- 
nothy with Four things concerning 
imlelf. 

II. That de had receiv'd a Commiſ- 
Pon from Chriſt, to be a Preacher, and 

Pn Apoſtle, and a Teacher of the Gen- 
tiles, Ver. 11. 

2. That on the account of the faith- 
ul Diſcharge of his Office, he had ſuf- 
ter d, and was about to ſuffer, all that 
e nltbe Enmity and Rage of wicked Men 
„e #Fould infli& upon him. 

. 3, That notwithſtanding al theſe 
Day. Sufferings laid upon him, by a mad 

World, he was not aſham'd of the 
t. Parl Cauſe of Chriſt; not of the Bonds and 
iniſterſ Afflictions he had, and was to endure, 
iſoner] for the faithful Diſcharge of his Mini- 
d Ap- I ſtry; viz. He had an undaunted Cou- 
ro, in] rage in his declaring the Goſpel of his 


Verſe. 
e bel; 


e had Lord and Maſter, and was neither a- 

-mn'd | ſhamed nor afraid to own Chri#, and 

h he) | his Doctrine, before that bloody Lion 

Nero, when no Man ſtood by him, and 

Tims. || all his beloved Friends, thro fear, for- 

pter, | {ook him. 4. The 
to | 
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4. The Apoſtle gives the ReaſonFaith. 
why he was ſo undaunted under all ho wa 
his preſent Sufferings, for the ſake offfpanite! 
Chriſt, and under the ExpeRation offÞamed 
far greater Sufferings, that were to bend Doi 
inflited on him for the ſame Cauſe, ff 2- 
This you have fully expreſſed-in my erſwal 
Text, For I know. whom Thave, he lie ved, Importe 
and 1 am perſwaded, that he 1 able to Feen (1) 
that which Thave committed untohim again it In Powe 

that Day. | FF 

Theſe Words are brought in here by Þoithful 
the Apoſtle, as a Reaſon why he Was ſo Þpiritua 

Couragious in his ſuffering ; It was be- Vd an 
cauſehe knew the object of his Faith, and Jt, wh 
was perſwaded, that this beſt Concerns he Wo 
were ſafe, becauſe he had committed Jome g1 
them into Chriſt's Hand, and made him put int 

the Object of his Truſt, and was fully fould b 

ſatisfy'd touching the Fidelity and Pody, v 
Ability of his great Truftee, that he (3) | 
would and could keep that ſafe, which Pould 
he had truſted him with to the Day of Phen a 


Judgment. eſus C 
W | ard al 
Ihe Words may bear this Diviſion. gs of 
ince At 


F 7. That the Apoſtle Paul was a true Fnemi 
Believer, and knew the Object of his Ppoltle 
Faith. 
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aith. Tis, not mentioned expreſſy 
yho Was the Object of his Faith; but 'tis 
naniteſt, that it refers to jeſus Chriſt, 
jamed in the Context, for whoſe Cauſe 
nd Doctrine he was thus afflicted. 

2. The Apoſtle. had obtain'd a firm 
erſwaſion touching ſeveral great and 
mportant. Tongs: | | 

(1) That Jeſus Chriſt was infinite 
n Power and Faithfulneſs : And am per- 
faded that he is able. 

2) That he had made this able and 
aithful Jeſus, his Truſtee, in all his 
piritual and eternal Concernments : 
ind am per ſwaded that he is able to keep 
bat, which I have committed to him. By 
he Word [that ] we are to underſtand 
ome great Thing, that the Apoſtle had 
ut into Chriſt Hand, which certainly 
ould be no leſs then his own Soul and 
ody, with all their Concernments. 

(3) He was perſwaded, that there 
vould be a Day of General Judgment, 
rhen all muſt ſtand at the Tribunal of 

eſus Chriſt, and then Chriſt will re- 
ard all the faithful Labours and Suffe- 
ngs of his People, and render Venge- 
ince and Wrath and Miſery to their 
nemies. That which I have ( faith the 
\poltle ) committed to him againſt that 
Day. 


# 
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Day: What Day was this? For t 
Apoſtle doth not tell us. I anſwer, t 
plain from the Context and, from th 
Text it ſelf, and from the Emphatic; 
and Peculiar Signification of thoſt 
Words themſelves in Scripture, that h 
i could mean no other Day than thi 
i General Day of judgment. 

ö (4) The Apoſtle was perſwaded that 
he had trufted Chriſt with his Concern 
againſt that Day, and that he had done 
it with great Deliberation and Sinceri 
ty, and laboured daily to repeat it. An 
am perſwaded, that he is able to keep tha Doct. 
which I have committed to him againſt that B. 
Day. | 
65 He was perſwaded that Chriſt 7 
would fully and faithfull diſcharge th 

Truſt, that he had committed to him, of 
even to that very Day. From theſe Do& 
Words we may lay down theſe follow. Pot. 
ing Obſervations. 2 


Doct. I. That all true Chriſtians db, 
in ſome meaſure, know the Object H. 


their Faith. T know whom I have. 1. H 
believ'd. Faith. 


Doct. II. That there ſball certainh bel. r chu; 
hereafter a Day of Juagment. 3.} 


Doct. 3. Pave of 
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120 1 Doct. III. That every true Believer 
t makes Chriſt his Truſtee, in the 
phatic: Concerns of his Soul, relating to 
F tho this Day. 

that H Doct. IV. That the Souls of Believers, 
ah ti and their way 1. and Eternal Con- 
8 42405 ſha be fully ſecar'd in, 
n. Roth 2 great Day. 
4d don oct. of hat 4 believing Perſwaſion 
Sinceri hereof, may give them a very com- 


it. And fortable Projpett of this Day. 

rep tha Doct. VI. That, tis poſſible, a true 
mſt tha Believer may arrive to 4 full Per- 
Curie ſwaſſ on in himſelf, that he hath made 
ge th Chriſt his Truſtee, in the Matters 
to him, of his Eternal Salvation. 


gms Doct. I. That all true Chriſtians do, 
in ſome meaſure, know the Object of 
their Faith. 

jans ap, 

bject 9 Here I ſhall ſhe w, 


| a have = 1. Who is the proper Object of a Chr tian" s 
Ait h. 


: 2. That all true Chriſtians know the Ovje(t 
faint be of their Faith. 
If 3. What Kno'oledge it is, that Chriſli.ns 
[Doct. 3. Pave of the Object they believe in. 
E 1. hs 
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1. Who is the proper Object of a Chriſtian'in Chi 
j Faith: I ſhall, for your more diſtin Ap. Ito bel 
pPrehenſion of this great Myſtery,labourſveal'd 
j to explain this in a few Particulars. Notio 
| (.) There is the Adequate and Gene. land E 
ral Object of Faith, as Faith is takenfthe Cc 
for an Aſſent to a Divine Teſtihmonybut th 
and this is the whole Word of Godffdoth, 
contain'd in the Scripturgs of the Old Word 
and New Teſtament : 2 Chron. 20. 20ſps it yi 
Believe in the Lord your Gol, ſo ſhall ye bſcepts, 
eſtabliſued; believe hi Pypphete, ſo ſhaſÞ (2.) 
ye proſper: It was not the Penſons of thMſediat 
Prophets, but their Meflage, that wall the 
The Object of the Faith here required hriſt, 
It was to believe what they ſaid, as fronfind a 1 
God, not to believe in them, as if theflope t. 
were God: Such a kind of Faith, aÞt him 
this, is ommon to Hy pocrites, as we Hepe of. 
23s Saints, Formaliſts, unconverte@” He, 
Sinners. yea, the Devils themielveÞ he P. 
may believe the Hiſtories, the Precept-brift i: 
and the Threatnings recorded in Hot hey a 
Scripture. King Agrippa (ſaid Paul) Manna, 
lie veſf thou the Prophets; I know that thi ed in 
believe. Acts 26.27. Tho' he was Þ hey 1 
wicked Man, yet he believ'd, that-thþ{carer | 
Prophets were {ſent of God, that thfFrmina' 
Meſlage they deliver'd, they receivÞ0 the 
from ham: This is all the Faith in Chrifoundat. 
That ſome Men will allow: To belie 628 
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Fiſtian in Chr iſt, as they affirm, is no more than 
n& Ap · Ito believe the Doctrine of the Goſpel re- 
„labouſfveal'd by him. T his is a very dangerous 
ars. Notion, contradicting the main Deſign 
d Gene. and End of the Goſpel; for it allows 
; takenfithe Conſideration of no Office in Chriſt, 
mon) {but that of a Prophet. Juſtifying Faith 
}f Godfſdoth, indeed, aflent to the whole 
the Oli Word of God; but it doth not juſtifie, 
20. 20s it yields ſuch an Aflent; but as it ac- 
val ye lfcepts, and depends upon Chriſt, 

\ fo ſha (2.) The Promiſes of the Goſpel are the 
1s of the}lediate, or Leſa-Principal Object of Faith. 
hat wall the Promiſes of the Goſpel are in 
equirec hriſt, yea, and Amen, they are a firm 
,as fron ind a ſtable Foundation for Faith and 
s if theſflope toreſt upon; I hey are the Words 
Faith, Af him that cannot lye. Tit. 1.2. Js 
„as We Jope of Eternal Life, which God, that can- 
2nverte@'t He, promiſed before the VYorld bega. 
-miclve be Promiſes are the Cabinet, but 
Precept hriſt is the Jewel contained in them; 
in Hol hey are the Diſh, but Chriſt is the 
Paul) l lanna, and the Marrow comprehen- 
that ted in them for Faith to feed upon 
je was They ſerve as a Glaſs, to give us the 
that tMlearer Views of Chriſt. Faith is not te 
that terminate its Sight in them, but to look 
receiv ro' them to feſus Chriſt; who is tha 
in Chrifſoundation and the Subſtance of them: 
e belief (3:) God is the wtimare Object of Faith, 
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in whom all true faving Faith doth 
ultimately acquieſce and terminate 
Abraham believed God, Rom. 4. 3» The 
Diſciples of Chriſt believ'd in God 
John 14.1. The Jailor believ'd in God 
with all his Houſe, A#-s 16. 34. Ant 
the Faith we have in Chriſt, 1s to lead 
us. ultimately to Faith in God, as! 
plainly aflerted, by the Apoſtle Pere 
1 Pet. 1, 21. Ih by him, (that is by 
Chriſt) do believe in Cod, that rai: 
him up trom the Dead, aud gave him Glo) 
that your Futh and H pe might be in Gu 
Faith, Truſt-and Dependance are du 
from us to God, as he is our Creato 
and Preſeryer. This is a Part of th 
internal, natural Worſhip, which, v 
owe to him, as we are his Creature 
and do live, move, and have our Beit 
in him; But he has given his Son, 
redeem us from Sin and Hell, and h 


Accepting of a Surety for us, wh" 


he might have exacted the Debt of 
lays a further Obligation on us, to | 
lieve in him. The Divine Natu 
with its eflential Froperties is the | 
mal Reaton and only Ground of 
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Holy Ghoſt; It follows, ( 1.) That each 
Perſon of the Godhead, is equally the 
Obje& of our Faith, becauſe they do 
equally partake of that Nature, which 
is the formal Reaſon and Object of it 
(2.) Hence it follows alſo, that in a&- 
ing Faith on any one Perſon in the 
Godhead, the others are included alſo: 
For by Reaſon of the Mutual In-being 
of the Divine Perſons, in the Unity of 
the fame Nature, the Object of all 
Spiritual Worſhip is untlivided ; and: 
therefore, Chriſt is not the abſolute and 
ultimate Object of Faith, but as he is 
a Partaker of the Nature of God, is in 
the Form of God, and equal to him. 
( 4+) The Mercy ef God to por un- 
worthy Sinners, is (as Divines expreſs it) 
but a partial Obje# of Faith: We dare 
not make any Application to the Mercy. 
of God abfolurely conſider'd, nor can 
ve expect, and look for Help and Re- 
hef from divine Mercy, but in and 
thro' Chriſt the Mediator. Tis true, 
when God proclaimed his Name to 
Me ſes, He laid, The Lora, the Lord, 
Goa, merciſul and or cιαναν, lerg ſuffering, 
abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping 
M rcy for Tuouſands, for iving Taiquity, 


| Tran ſgreſſion and $1. Exod. 34. 6, . But 
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his Mercies are extended to guilty Sin-£-over 
ners, upon the Account of Chrift only, Peatet 
for out of him he is a Conſuming Fire, rubim 
Hence, we are told, that God is, in Vith: 
Chriſt, reconciling the World to bim. With f 
telf; and the Apoſtle writing to Timo-fiele ( 
ehy, wiſhes him, Grace, Mercy and Pe ace Peat, 
from God our Father, one from Feſus Chriſt heſty, 
our: Lord. 1 Tim. 1.2. The Greatneſs, Fe“ ve 
the Fulneſs, the 1 of God's Jercy 
Mercy, yield great Encorragement to [ables 
poor, convinced Sinners, to place their Leſtim 
Hope and Truſt in him: But then, itfeſtifies 
muff be con ſider'd in Con junction witnturſe a 
the Merits of Chriſt; For there is node Me. 
Throne of Grace, no Mercy-Seat for ter pos 
us to go unto, whilſt we mare ſtrangers f God : 

ro Chriſt: The Mercy; - Seat in tne intityp 
Tabernacle, was # Type of Chriſt. Pand be 
Rom. 3. 25. Whom, bog (faith theſe cond 
Apoſtle.) hath ſet forth to be,a Propitia- hriſt, a 
ion, thro? Faith in his Blood. In the Ori- ectecd, | 
ginal it is, % T5 < © E825 Aci p Whom uſtice v 
God hath ſet forth, or, placed as a Mercy decme: 
Seat, and ſo rer ord [naclpnt is ren-· d renc 
der' d, Hes. F. And. O Der it the Che- J to re} 
rabies; of Glory”. > ſhadamwing the Merch. (5-) T 
Seat. The tame Word is uſed inte © 
both Texts. This Mercy-Seat, under of 
the Moſaical Diſpenlation, was theſÞiles of 
Covering 
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Conn of the Ark; It was made of 
Beaten Gold, and o Fere the two Che- 


rubims that ſtood at each End of it, 
with their Feet upon it, ſhadowing it 


wich their extended Wings. Between 


neſe Cherubims, and over the Mercy- 
eat, was the Seat of the Divine Ma- 
eſty, who is ſaid; Pſalm 80. r. To 
we] 8 the Cher ubims.. 
Tercy Seat in the Ark, 

Fables of the Covenant, or of the 
eftimony, or Law of God; which: 
eſtifies againſt Sinners, and doth accuſe, 
arſe and condemn them. Now as 
be Mercy Seat cover'd the Law, and 


nterpos'd between it, and the Majeſty: 
fo did Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
\ntity pe, the only proper Mercy Seat, 


f God ; 
and between the Juſtice of God, and 


he condemning Law. So that take! away. 
hriſt, and, there is nothing to be ex- 


eacd, but the Law. in its Rigor, ſtrict 
ftice withogt Mercy-/TisChrif}, who 


decmeth us from the 2 of the La W 2 
id renders God propitions and, nierci- 


to repenting Sinners. 

(5. ) The proper, preacipal, and i- 
edivte Object of Saving Faith is the 
eſen of Clriit. Not the Word or Pro- 


ſes of Chriſt, nor yet the Benefits 
E 4 and 


Under the 
wete the two- 
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and the Priviledges he has purchaſed; 
but his Perſon as God-Man, and the 
only Mediator between God and Man, 
We are indeed to believe the Promi- 
ſes of Chrift ; but Faith does not juſti- 
nie us, as it gives Credit to the Word 
of him that cannot lie, as it yields an 
Aſſent to the Truth of what he ſpeaks; 
but as it receives, truſts in, and relies 
upon his Perſon. Hence ſaving Faith 
is ſet forth in Scripture, by a Looking to 
Chrift, by a Leaning upon him, by a 
Going to him, and a Receiving of him, 
as might be abundantly demonſtrated. 
Juſtifying Faith unites the Souls to 
Chirſt ; that Chrift may dwell in your 
Hearts by Faith, ( ſaith the Apoſtle) 
Eph. 3- 17. He that eateth my Fleſh, and 
drinker h my Blood, ( ſaid Chrift, ) dwellerh 
in me, and I in him. Now how do we 
eat the Fleſh, and drink the Blood o 
Chriſt? I Anſwer, Tis by the Exer- 
ciſe of Faith upon a Crucified Jeſus: 
Faith is the Bond of that Conjugal U- 
nion there is hetween Chriſt and hi 
People, and they marry not the Dow- 
ry, but the Perſon. The Benefits that 
come by Chriſt; the purchaſed 'I rea- 


ſure that he brings with him, are not 
the primary, but the ſecondary Ou 
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of Faith. Saving Faith reſpeQs th? 
whole Perſon of Chriſt conſider'd as God 
and Man, and it receives the Perſon of 
Chriſt as inveſted with all his Offices, as 
King, a Prieſt, and a Prophet. 

2. The next Thing, I am to ſhew 
you is, that all true Chriſtians du, in 
ſome Meaſure, know the Object of their 
Faith. They do not believe in a Sa- 
viour, of whom they are altogether, 
ignorant; Faith has an Eye to lee its 
Object: There may be Knowledge, 
where there is no true Faith, but there 
can be no true Faith, that is altogether 


deſtitute of Knowledge, in reference to 


its principal Object. I (laith the 
Apoſtle Fan) whim ] have believ d; and 
what he doth here affirm concerning 
himielf, all true Chriſtians may, 
in a lower Degree, declare in refe- 
rence to themtelves; they all know 
whom they have believ'd Te that 
tom ty Name (laid the Pfalmiſt) mil 
Ptalm 9. 10. 
Sanctified Knowledge doth always iflue 
in laving Faith, and ſaving Faith can 
ever be l<paratcd trom ſpiritual Know- 
edge. He. (laich 11e Apoſtle coe, 
ne arii, and wecring by ine Mrd of 
od, Rom. 10, 17, As in the frſt Crea- 
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ation the firſt thing God faid, was, Ter. 
there be Light, and there was Iyght. Gen. 
1.3. So in the Second or New Crea- 
tion, God doth firft take away the Ig- 
norance and Blindneſs of the Mind, and 
infuſes into it a Principle of Spiritual 
Light, The Apoſtle Pau! was ſent 
with a Command to open Men's Eyes, and 
to turn them from Darkneſs to Light. Acts 
26.18. The Epheſians, Who were ſome- 
times Darkneſs who, in their Natural 
and Carnal State, were ignorant of 
God and Chriſt, in their Converſion, 
were made Light in the Lord. Eph. 5. 8. 
The Papiſts do advance Ignorance, be- 
cauſe Ignorance advanceth them; and 
they commend an implicite Faith, a 
Believing, only as the Church believes; 
which is a blind Credulity, a following 
the Conduct of their Guides, without any 
Knowledge of what they believe : But 
Chrift cameinto the World to enlighten 
it, and ſends his Goſpel to call Men 
out of Darkneſs into his marvelous 
Light, that ſo their Faith in him 
might be rational and judicious. Faith 
is an internal Principle of holy Obe- 
dience, and the Obedience of a Chri- 
ſtian muſt be rational. Tis calld, in 
Scripture , Feaſonable Service; Rom. 
12. 
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times put to ſignifie it. Ja. 53. 11. 
| By his Knowledge ſhall my righteous Servant 


11. 


12:1. But reaſonable it cannot be; with- 
out ſome Knowledge of the Rule and 
Object of it. 

Saving Knowledge is ſo inſeparable 
from juſtify ing Faith, as that it is ſome- 


juſtiſie many. His Knowledge, is put for 
the Knowledge of him, and the Kxowledre 
of him, is put for Faith in kim. Chriſt 
is God's righteous Servant, and he will 
juſtifie, and fave all ſuch as believe in 
him. There can be no ſpiritual and 
eternal Life, no Enjoyment of the for- 
mer, no Right to the latter, and con- 
ſequently no ſaving Faith, without the 


true Knowledge of God and Chriſt. . 


John 17. 3. Every true Chriſtian muſt 
needs, in ſome Meaſure, know whom 
he hath believd; know Chriſt, the 
principal and immediate Object of his 
Faith; becauſe without the Knowledge 
of Chriſt, we cannot {uſkciently know 
our ſelves. The Light of his Spirit 
mes us the Spots, and Deßlements 
of our Souls; In the Glaſs of his Suffer 
ings, we have the cleareit Sight of the 
evil, curſed Nature of our Sins; His 
comelineſsdeteas our Deformity, and 
bis Purity maniteſts our Pravity; The 
Robe 
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Robes of his Righteouſneſs, will make 
us ſenſible of our own Nakedneſs, and 
in his Fulneſs, we more clearly behold 
our own Emptineſs and Poverty. E- 
very true Chriſtian hath a ſaving 
Knowledge of God, but without the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, the immediate 
Obje& of his Faith, he can never know 
God in a Spiritual and a ſaving man- 
ner. As Chriſt is the way to the Fa- 
ther, without whom we can never 
eome near to him; ſo he is the Truth 
to enlighten us, ard to ſhew us the 
Father, without whom we can never 
know him, to our Comfort and Advan- 
tage. The Glory of God is to be ſeen 
only in the Face of Chriſt. 2 Cyr. 4. 6. 
Gead who commanded the Light to ſhine owt 
of Darkneſs, hath ſhined in cur Hearts, to 
give the Light of the Knowledge of the (lo- 
ry of God in the Face of Je ſus Chriſt. Tis 
in the Face of Chriſt, that Chriftians 
come to ſee the Smiles of God's Face, 
and have the Light of his Countenance 
lifted up upon them. They: cannot 
know the bleſſed God, as their recon- 
ciled Friend and Father, they cannot 
know him, in an appropriating and 
transforming manner, any other v ay: 
And, therefore, tis a Great Iruth, 

That 


ans har 
I an 
Firſ 
under! 
ver 


an eq 
which 
ſome 
ledge 
Know 
know 
Appre 
oy 
evera 
in U 
ſtrong 
ledge, 
Milk 
an acl1 
ger | 
Bret y 
fpiriru, 


Babes 


make 
8, and 
behold 
y. E- 
ſaving 
at the 
\ediate 
know 
man- 


ö 


he Fa- 
never 

Truth 
us the 
never 

\dvan- 
e ſeen 
r. 4. 6. 
ine u 
ares, 10 
he (lo- 
1 
-1f1ans 
; Face, 
enance 
cannot 
recons 
cannot 
g and 
rv ay: 
] ruth, 
That 


the Object of their Faith, 85 


that all true Chriſtians do, in ſome 
Meaſure, know jeſus Chriſt, the prin- 
cipal and immediate Object of their 
Faith. 

3. What Knowledge is it, that all Chriſti- 
ans have of Chriſt, the Object of their Faith: 
I anſwer, Negatively and Poſitively. 

Firſt, Negatively, and ſo we are to 
underſtand, 

1. That all Chriftians have not 
an equal Degree of the Knowledge 
which reſpe&s Chriſt, as its Object; 
ſome have a more extenſive Know- 
ledge of him, than others have : All 
know him ſincerely, but all do not 
know him equally ; Some have a clearer 
Apprehenſion of him, than others can 
= to. 
everal Ranks and Sizes, ſome are weak 
in Underſtanding, and others are 
ſtrong; Some are but Babes in Know- 
ledge, and have need to be fed with 
Milk; whereas others are arriv'd to 
an adult State, and cannot digeſt ſtrong- 
Meat. 1 Cor. 3. 1, 2. , 
Bresiver,, ceud rot ſpeak unto you, as unto 
ſpiritual, but as tmty carnal even as unto 
Babes m Criſt. I have ſed you with Milk, 
anc. net mith feat, for hitherte ye were not 
able 20 bear it, nor yet now are ye ale, 
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Some are dull of Hearing, and flow in 
Learning ; Some are beginning but the 
Alphabet of Religion, When others 
have made a conſiderable Progreſs in 
the School of Chriſt. Heb. 5. 11, 12, 
&c. 

2. No Saint on this ſide Heaven, 
hath an intuitive Knowledge of the Ob- 
ject of his Faith: He hath not an im- 
mediate Viſion of Chriſt, doth not ſee 
him Face to Face. This is an Happineſs 
reſerved only for the Saints, when the 
come to Heaven; where Faith ceaſes for 
ever, foraſmuch as it denotes an Imper- 
fection in the Subject in which it is; and 
there all glorify'd Saints are perfect; for 
they ſee God Face to Face, and know, 
as they are known. The Knowledge 
of Faith, which Saints obtain in this 
Life, is imperfe& and Defective; they 
look upon Chriſt, but thro* a Glaſs 
darkly, they ſee him only in e/Anigmate, 
in a Riddle, the Veil that Sin hath 
brought upon their Minds, being not 
fully done away, till Mortality be 
{wajiowed up of Immortality. 1 Cor. 
1. 13. 


1 3. The Knowledge that Saints have 
of Chriſt, the Object of their Faith, is 


no ſenſitive Knowledge: 11s not inch 
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7 the Object of their Faith 
ſlow in Knowledge, as we have of Things 
but they Senſe ; For the Apoſtle oes fre- 
-otheruently ſpeak ofi Faith and enſe, as 
reſs inf Things that are oppoſite. To live 
11, 1%, Faith is one Thing, and to live by 
enſe is another; The latter belongs 
leaven,ſty carnal, unconverted Souls; but the 
he Ob- Former is the Property of gracious 
an im- Fouls. Seeing and Believing, are ſpo- 
10t ſeeſßen of, in Scripture, as two different 
ppineſ; *hings; 2 Cor. 5.7. We walk by Faith, 
-N they Spot by Sight. In whom (ſaith the Apoſtle 
aſes for peter Yr ho" now ye ſee him not; yer believing, 
Imper— e rejoyce with Joy unſpea able, axd full of 
is; and Glory. 1 Pet. 1.8. Chriſt the Object 
ect; for pt our Faith is in Heaven, and cannot 
know, ſhow be ſeen with our bodily Eyes, 
v ledge ve can now behold him only by the 
in this ye of Faith. Things of Senſe may 
they e inſtrumental to promote, and con- 
Glaſs irm our Faith, as Miracles and Sacra- 
gmate, ments, and the like, which have an 
hat Binſtituted Tendency hereunto ; But 
1g not what we know by Senſe, we do not 
ty be properly believe. 
Cor. 4. AllChriſtians have nota reflexive 
Knowledge of the Object of their 
3 have Faith: Many Saints do know Chrift, 
1th, is Band do believe in him, yet do not 
t tuch I know, that the know him; and that 
& they 
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they do ſincerely believe in him for 
Life and Salvation. Every Chriſtian, 
that hath a Principle of true Grace in 
him, doth not know that he hath ſuch 
a Principle in him. Many that have 
the Root of the Matter in them, may 
walk in Darkneſs, and ſee no Light, 
as to their Propriety in God and Things 
above; They may condemn themſelves 
for Chriitleſs, Graceleſs, Unbelieving 
Wretches, and yet God may own and 
receive them as true Believers, that 
are united to Chriſt, and renewed by 
Grace. Every one can't ſay / knon 
whom I have believ'd, in that full and 
compleat ſenſe, that the Apoftle doth in 
the Text. They may be acquainted 
with Chriſt, the Object of their Faith, 
and yet may not be able, Satisfactorily 
to reflect on their own fiducial Acts 
upon him. Ihey may have the Faith 
of Adherence, and yet want the Faith 
of Aſlurance: Tis the Duty, there- 
fore, of every rrue Chriſtian, to preſs 
after a Plerophory. a full Aflurance of 
Faith; ſo as to be able to ſay not only, 
I knw wrom Il ave lel een; hut | know, 
that I have truly and cordially believed 
in him. 


Secondly, Aſumatively; 
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that Knowledge, that every true Chri- 


ſtian hath of Chriſt, the Obje& of his 
Faith. 
1. They have a Speculative, and a 


Notional Knowledge of Jeſus Chrift : 
I do not ſay, their Knowledge is barely 
or only ſuch ; for Hypocrites and For- 
maliſts may herein excell many pre- 
cious, real Saints. A Man, that hath no 
Grace in his Heart, may have more 
Knowledge in his Head, than a true 
Believer; He may have the Tongue of 
an Angel, ſpeak wonderfully of the 
Things of God, yet be but as ſounding 
Braſs and a Tinklimg Cymbal. 1 Cor. 13. 1. 
But tho' a Speculative Knowledge of 
Chriſt, be not the only Knowledge, 
that a Chriſtian may pretend to; yet 
this he hath, in ſome good Meaſure. 
Every Saint knows as much of Chriſt, 
as to let him into his Heart; ſo much 
as to receive, and embrage him upon 
the Terms of the Goſpel ; He knows, 
that Chriſt is the Son of God, that he 
is both God and Man, having two di- 
ſtin& Natures and one Perſon for ever; 
He is acquainted with the Incarnation 
of Chriſt, with his Humiliation and Ex- 
altation, with his Satisfaction and Righ- 
teouſneis, without which, it would be 

im- 
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impoſſible, that. be ſhould . believe b 
Chriſt, and xeſt upon Bim for Life and 
Salvation, in the Wa ay of the Goſpel. He 
knows, that Chriſt is a King, a Prieſt, 
and a Prophet; without which, ke 
$52] not receive, and embrace him ig 
all his Offices; He could not ſubmit 
to him, as a King; nor depend upon 
bim, as. a, Prieſt ;, nor hearken « t9 
him, as. a Prophet; and asu F 
would be, no true Belzever, _. . 

* Every true Chriſtian, hath, u ex. 
perimental Know ledg e of 5 
does not only know, BI Chriſt is, by 
Report of Scripture, but by his own 
Experience, Phil. 3. 10. That I may 
know him (faith the Apoſtle) . What 
kind of Knowledge doth he mean? 
F anſwer, that wh: ich is experimental, 
as appears by the following Words: That 
J may know him, and the Porer of 
his Reſurreftion , and the Fellowfhip of 
his Suuſfe ringe being Made con, 07146 ble t) 
eee The Apoſtle had. ſome 
Knowledge, ſome Rxperience of theſe 
Things already, but. he was very de- 
{irous of obtaining more; Every Chri- 
ſtian hath ſelt ſomewhat of the Power 
of Chriſt's Reſurrection, in raiſing 
him up from the Death of Sin, to the 
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1eve il ife of Holineſs; He hath ſome Fellow- 
[ife and pip with Chriſt in bis Sufferings, and 
Pel.. Heſſome Conformity to him in his Death; 
Prieit. nd this Acquaintance that he hath 
ch, he ith Chriſt in his Death and Reſurecti- 
him inn, puts him upon preſſing after more 
ſubmit bnd more of it. The Woman in the | 
1 upon Goſpel that was healed of her Bloody | 
en tonne, knew. what was done in her, by 
uently@n experimental Senfe and Feeling of | 
he Vertue, that was convey'd from | 
hriſt to her. Mark 5. 30, 33. Every 
Sincere Chriſtian hath ſome Fellowſhip 
with Chriſt, ſome Communion with 
S on im, and hath ſome Experience of his 
I. may power and Virtue, in the Deſtroying 
What Bof Sin, and the Advancing of Grace 
dean? Em. 1. 18, 19. He knows experimen- | 
ental, Ftally, the Excellency of Chriſt; and 
: That Ihath found him, to be the Chie feſt of 
er % ren Thouſands, and altogether lovely. 
ip of Bt pet. 2. 7. Unto you which believe, he is pre- 
'© © Fcious, The Soul knows experimentally, 
lome that there is an infinite Fulneſs of 
theſe FGrace laid up in Chriſt ; becanſe he 
* de- hath, actually, receiv'd from his Fe, 
Chri- Grace for Grace. John 1. 16. He knows 
oOwWer by Experience, the Suitableneſs, and 
iſing the Suificiency of Chriſt, his Willing- | 
the Fneſs, and his Power to ſave; becaule | 
Life he. 


an ex- 
2 He 
is, by 
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he hath actually, ſhared in the Benefit 
of his Redemption; he hath ſate dow! 
under Chriſt's Shadow with great De 
light, and his Fruit was pleaſant t 
his Taſte. Hypocrites may know ſome 
what of Chriſt by Report; but Saint 
know by Experience, they taſte and 
fee how good the Lord is. In ſuch 
and ſucha Duty, they ſaw the Glory 
of his Grace and Power diſplay'd 
in ſuch and ſuch an Ordinance, the) 
felt his Attracting, his Revivigg 
Quickning, Comforting and Enlarging 
Influences; in ſuch a Chamber, ſuc 


Prayer, Chriſt ſhed abroad his Love it 
their Hearts; drew out their Hearts te 
him, and gave them refreſhing Com 
munion with himſelf. There is nc 
Saint, but bath ſome Experimenta 
Knowledge of Chriſt, tho' ſome do fa 
ſurpaſs others in the Degrees anc 
Meaſures of it. 


3. Every true Believer hath a fidu 
him, ſo as to truſt him, and to adven 


1 know ( ſaid the Apoſtle Paul) whom 
have beliey'd, in the Margin, tit truſted 


a Cloſet, ſuch an Ordinance, ſuch a 


cial Knowledge of Chriit. He knows 


ture his Soul, and all the Concerns pf 
it upon his Power and Faithfulnels. 
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Bonefit know whom I have trufted ; and the 
te dovifperſwaſion he had of Chriſt's Ability 
15 * and Fidelity, induced him to commit 
alant t( 


himfelf, and his Spiritual Concerns in- 
W ſome to his Hand, to be ſafely kept by him 
t Saint to the great Day of God. Pfalm 9. 10. 
ſte anfJThe Knowledge that Believers have 
In ſucſof Chriſt, will cauſe them to caſt a wa 

e Sloman their rotten Props, that they have 
play d formerly rely'd vpon : They did reſt 
e, the) upon ſomething in themſelves, in their 


eT1VINER Hopes of Eternal Happineſs; They 
larging did depend upon their Moral Honeſty 
r, ſuch} and Civility, upon their juſtice and 

ſuch a Temperance, upon their Gifts and A- 
Love uf þjlities. upon their external Duties 
eartsS tq and Performances; They did ground 
g Cont their Hopes of Salvation upon their 


is nd good Intenſions, their Well-meaning, 


mentaf their Profeſſion of Religion, their 
do fa Church-Priviledges and the like; but 
s and now baving the true Knowledge of 

Chriſt, they renounce all their own 
a fidu Righteouſneſs, in Point of Dependance, 
know 25 filthy Rags and reſt alone upon 
advenJ Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, for Pardon 
Suns e and Peace, for Lite and Salvation. The 
ulnels. Apoſtle Paul, before his Converſion, 
1575 ö thought himlelfro be alive, and yet was 

4 


dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes; His Con- 
fidence 
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fidence was in the Fleſh, in his owrue B. 


Righteouſneſs for Juſtification in th 


himſel 


Sight of God. He was of the Stock of Iflfpmeti 
rael, of the Tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrey My Bel 
of the Hebrews, as touching the Lan, a Phon. 
riſee;concerning Zeal,perſecuting the Church, may r 
and as to the Externals of the Law blame Ihe hat! 
leſs. Now on theſe Things he depended him, 
for Acceptance with God, and Eternal him re 


Happineſs; all his Hope and Truſt were 
lai r. them; but aſſoon as Chriſt 
was ſavingly revealed to him, he &. 


counted all this imaginary Gain to bel 


but Loſs, yea, Droſs and Dung com- 
par'd with Chriſt. 


4. Every true Believer hath an ap- Ian 
propriating Knowledge of Chriſt, the 


Object of his Faith: The Knowledge 
he hath of Chriſt is ſuch, as diſpoſes 
him to preſs after an Intereſt in him; 
He is not Satisfy'd with his Knowledge, 
that there is a Saviour, nor, with the 
Knowledge of what he is; bat he la- 
bours to obtaina Union and Communi- 
an with him, that he may be his Lord 
ond Saviour, in a peculiar Manner. 
Hypocrites and Formaliſts do, or may 
know, that Chriſt is a King, to rule 
them; a Prophet, to teach them; any 


a Prieſt, to ſave them; But evere 
true 


ledge; 
fully 
fectua 
The L. 
Paul) 
loved 1 
The 8 
powe! 
as tha 
do, al 
on all 
Dung 
Deſig 


the Object of their Faith 95 
his owiftrue Believer doth appropriate Chriſt to 
in thehimſelf,, and tho' he may not be able, 
ck of If ſometimes, to ſay as the Spoule did 
Hebrey My Beloved is mine, and I am hig; nor as 
,a Pha ma, did , My Lord, and my God; 
Church may not always, know the Propriety 
w blame he hath in Chriſt ; yet he doth chooſe 
pendedſi him „ he doth accept and receive 
Eternal him really and ſincerely, in the Way 
! 
| Chriflf 5. All true Chriſtians have an Af- 
he & Afcktionate Knowledge of Chriſt, the Ob- 
n to beſl ject of their Faith: They ſee ſo much 
g com of his tranſcendent Worth and Excel- 

lency, as to prize and love him above 

an ap- all Things. I hey do, in fome meaſure, 
11t, theſ {vow the Love of. Chriſt, which paſſeth Know- 
wledgef /-dge; how freely, and how wonder- 
liſpoſes fully he hath loved them, and this ef- 
n him; fectually draws forth their Love to him. 
vledge,f The Life which [1:ve (ſaith the Apoſtle 
th the] Pay! is by the Faith of the Son of God, who 
he la- loved me and gave himſelf ſor me. Gal. 2. 20. 
amuni- The Senſe he had of God's Love, did ſo 
is Lord powerfully attract his Heart to Chriſt, 
anner. ¶ as that he thought nothing too much to 
r may do, and ſuffer for him; He looked up- 
o rule on all other Things, to be but Droſs and 
13 any Dung, compir'd with him. The great 
evere Deſign and Lud of his Life, was to mag- 
true | niſie 


| 
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nifie and advance the blefled Jeſus; HMoralit 
could welcome a Priſon, Poverty, Sha meſſtandinę 
Contempt; yea, Death it ſelf for hi uſts 3 
ſake. Nay, ſuch was his Love to himpad no 
ariſing from a clear Apprehenſion of hiftheir H 
tranſcendent Worth, as that he longedemper 
to be diflolved, that he might be witlſſhhemſel 
Chriſt; he groaned to be abſent fronſighteoi 
the Body, that he might be preſent witlynocri 
the Lord. Now 'tis the Property of eve, d 
very true Chriſtian, to love Jeſus Chriſt hund t 
Whem having not ſeen (ſaith the Apoſtlehation 
Peter) we love; and whoſoever doth not Ives, y 
love Chrift, is none of his; but is accur- ut eve 
ſed till his Coming. Knowle 
56. And Laſtly, All true Chriſtian trans 
have an effectual transforming Know e Lay 
ledge of Chriſt, the Object of theihi; Kn. 
Faith: *Tis ſuch a Faith, as makesthemh;., Brai 
conformable to Chrift in Nature andi; to q 
Life, in Words and Actions. They be- he yer 
hold him in the Glaſs of the Goſpel, tillhfluenc 
they are Changed into the ſame Image life. 
from Glory to Glory. 2 Cor. 3. 18. They 
look unto Chriſt, and are healed ; as the 
Iſraelites, When ſtung, did to the Brazen 
Serpent, in the Wilderneſs. All other} js it { 
Knowledge hath more Light thank me 
Heat in it; more Show than Subſtance. Ju Fait 
The Pagan Philoſophers, tho' great Pre- 
tenders 
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-nders to Wiſdom and Knowledge, to 
as; HMorality and Vertue, were notwith- 
ShameManding under the Power of bruitiſh 
for hi ofts ; And whatever they knew, it 
o himtad no Influence upon them to change 
n of hifkeir Hearts, they did talk of Vertue, 
longedWemperance, and Juſtice, but they 
de withſlhemſelves were the Servants of Un- 
t fronſighteouſneſs. The Knowledge, that 
nt witihypocrites and Temporary Profefiors 
ty of eve, doth but leave them where it 
Chriſthpbund them, whatever partial Refor- 
Apoſtleation may appear for a time in their 
oth not ves, yet there is none in their Hearts; 
S accut-qut every true Chriſtian hath ſuch a 

[Knowledge of Chriſt, as doth effectual- 
ar iſtian transform and change him: He hath 
; RnOWhe Law of God written in his Heart, 
of theſis Knowledge doth not float only in 
esthemſis Brain, but reaches to his Heart, ſo 
ure and; to quicken, purifie, and refine it, 
hey be- he Vertue of Which hath an extenſive 
pel, tillkAuence on all the Actions of his 
Image, life. | 

hey 5 
z as the APPLICATION 
Brazen 
11 other} Is it ſo, that every true Chriſtian doth; 
t thank ſome meaſure, know the Obje& of 
bſtance. n Faith? Then learn hence. 


eat Pre- F i, That 
tenders 
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1. That they who have no truer, be 
Faith in Chriſt, are no true Chriftian hriſt, 
They may be Chriſtians by Profeſſior vine co 
they may aflume the Name of Chriſt... Sh 
IT pretend to be Followers of Jeſu orld 
-Chriſt ; but tho' they wear his Li, wir 
very, they bear not his Nature; anſſudꝑm 
tho they are called by bis Name ze S 

they do practically renounce his e: fro; 
vereignty, *till they do accept and ieveth ! 
ceive him by a true and living Faitly, he t 
Men may believe that there is Mark ! 
Chriſt, and yet be Strangers to Belief der 
ing in him; They may profeſs tis mo! 
know him, and yet by Works deſtians. 
him. Tit. 1. 16. They may pretend he Ap 
Faith in Chriſt, and may make ment eſus. R 
of his Name, and yet not depart fre 2. | 
Sin. Many own Chriſt by their Wordhaye n 
who do not acknowledge him in thehive nc 
Hearts and Lives; do not give up thetffenoran 
ſelves to him, nor take him to be the ſaving 
Lord and Righteouſneſs ; and conſſ hid ( 
quently are no true Believers. Whetfhar are 
ever true Faith is in the Eeart, it vum an 
purifie the Heart, and it will lead a Mi he b. 
out of himſelf, and from a Dependenfjre unc 
on any Thing in, or done by himifWe m. 
to & cordial Reliance upon Chriſt an, 
lone for Life and Salvation. And thfuch; V 

VI 
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a ; who have not ſuch a Faith as this in 
fefFor hrift, whatever they fancy and ima- 
ECbrit Pine concerning themſelves, or what- 
of fell ver Shew they make of Religion in the 
his 1 orld, are really no true Chriſtians; 
. nor will Chrift own them in the Day of 

udgment. For when they ſhall cry, 


Nan 
meYrord, Lord open to us, he will anſwer, De- 


his 8 | 
port from wes, 7 know you not. He that be- 
A ww in me ( ſaith Chriſt) ſhaft be ſaves, 
22 Y k : that believeth not, ſhall be damned. 
ow ” 16. 16. And if Unbelievers lye 
2 er As Sentence of Condemnation, 
_—_— * er they are no true Chri- 
retend She Te ries HG TE — 
— B 74 8. By f 1 
q 2 Learn ence, That they wh 
8 | we not a Knowledge of Chriſt 4 
— ave no true Faith in him. Prevailing 
my 13 of Chriſt, is inconſiſtent with 
3 2 Faith in him; I our Goſpel 
* id ( faith the Apoſtle) ig hid to them 
8 4 4 2 Cor 4. 3. Chriſt is the 
da = Subſtance- of the Goſpel, and 
* e 7 an hidden Myſtery to us, we 
4 4 un 2 we are yet in our Sins. 
= muſt know Chriſt to. be God and 


And - uch ; We muſt know him to be the on- 


N ly 


2 — 
an, e're we can depend upon him as 
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y Redeemer, e're we can relye upon 
kim as ſuch; and to be the Mediator 
between God and Man, e're we can 
mäke uſe of him as the Way to the Fa- 
ther. How ſhall they call on him, in whom 
they have not believ'd (faith the Apoſtle) 
and bow ſhall they believe in him, of whom 
they haue not heard, or of whom they are 
altogether ignorant. Rom. 10. 14. We 
may know hereby,. what to judge of thoſe 
Perſons, who pretend to Faith in Chriſt, 
and yet are deſtitute of the Knowlege of 
him. Many will tell you on a Sick and 
dying Bed, that they believe in Chriſt, 
and hope to be ſaved by the Merits 
.of Chriſt 3 and yet if you ask them what 
Chriſt is, what are his Natures, wha 
are his Offices, what he hath done and 
Juffer'd ? what he hath perchas'd by hi 


Suffering? and what it is to believe ii 
him? They can give no tolerable Account 


at all of theſe Things: They are as igno 
rant of Chrift, as if they had neve 
heard of him. What ſhall we think 0 
theſe Perſons? Can we in Charity judg 
them to be true Believers, becauſe the 
affirm ſo much of themſelves ? No, w 
dare not do ſo, unleſs we wonld contr: 
dict beth the Scripture and our ow 
Reaſon. Io do thus, would be to juſt 
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upon ie the Wicked, to call Darkneſs Light, 
liator and Evil Good: Nor is it ſufficient, for 
e can Men to have a Norional Apprehenſion- 
je Fa-Iſ of Chriſt, and of the Way of Salvation 


by him; but they mult have à practical, 
an experimental, an appropriating, and 


Believers. 

3. Learn hence, That they, w ho care not 
to hear the Doctrine of Chriſt faithfully 
preached and exponnded, have not the 
true Knowledge of Chriſt, and conſe- 
Mquently have no found Faith in him; 
Merit nd are no true Chriſtians. The Goſ- 


n whatſpel is the Doctrine of Chriſt, not only 


5, Whats Chriſt is the Author of it, but as he 
ne and the Subject matter of it. The Deſign 
by hichf the Goſpel is to reveal, and make 
lieve iſknown Chriſt, and-him crucifi'd to pe- 
Account3tiſhing Sinners; Chriſt, as to his Perſon, 
as igno Natures, Offices, Humilistion and Ex- 
| neveſWitatioa ; Chriſt in reſpect of his Incar- 
think oition, Love, Obedience, Death and 
ty judg 
uſe the 


No, wEÞ2d, and making continual luterceſſion 
contra his People. The Goſpel ſhews the 
Dur ound of Chriſt, in coming into the 


Norld; and how we may obtain the 


to juſti 
E. 3 Favour 


a transforming Knowledge of him, for 
otherwiſe they are not, cannot be ound 


"ering 3 Chriſt, as to his Reſurrection, 
\ſcenfion, Sitting at the Right-Hand of- 
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Favour of God, Peace and Pardon, 
Grace and Glory, thro” Faith in him, 
Hence it follows, that they who care 
not to hear of Chriſt, and the Work 
of Redemption and Salvation, preach- 
ed and explained, are Enemies to the 
Goſpel, and the Perſon of Chriſt. For 
no Reaſon can be given» why Men fhould 
be averſe to the Hearing of Chriſt, and his 
Goſpel preached 3 but that they have 2 
Principle of prevailing Enmity, in their 
Minds and Wills againſt him. This our 
Saviour takes Notice of, himſelf; anc 
therefore, ſpeaking of the good Thing 
that were done by him, and that tht 
poor had the Goſpel preached to them 
he preſently adds, And bleſſed is he, whi 
ſoe der jhall not be offended in me. Matti 
11. 6. The Phariſees were Chriſt's in 
placable Enemies, and how did it at 
ear? by their conſt ant Oppoſition t 
is Evangelical Doctrine. They coul 
hear him diſcourſe of the Duties of Mc 
rality quietly enough, but no ſoont 
did he declare, that he was the Meſlu 
the Saviour of Sinners, and dir 
them to come to him, that they mig 
have Life; but they were preſently e 
raged againſt him. The very ſame 3] 
rit of Enmity againſt Chriſt, appear'd 
| ; thi 
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their Oppoſition to his Diſciples and 
Apoſtles. Tis ſaid Acts 4. 2. They were 
grie ved tha! they taught the People, and 
pre ache d, thr” Fejur, the Re ſurrection of the 
dead. Ver. 18. They commanded them 
not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the 
Name of jeſus. So that they, who are 
inwardly prejadiced againſt the Magni- 
fying, and Setting forth of CBriſt in the 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, may do well 
to conſider, Whether they are not the 
Children, and Followers of the Ancient 
Phaliſees, who ſo much oppoſed Chriſt 


and his Apoſtles, when they were upon 
the Earth. 


have obſerv'd in the Courſe of my 


Miniſtry, Men running upon a double 
Extream; both of which are very dange- 
rous. Some under a Pretence of great 


Love to Chriſt, flight and condemn all 
Sermons. whatſoever, that do not ex- 


preſly treat of him, tho' they do vir- 


tuaily ſpeak of him, in ſhewing forth his 


Commands, his Will and Pleaſure, and 


do ultimately lead to him, or to God 
by him. They would have Chriſt re- 
commended as a Saviour, but they do 
not care to hear of him as he is a King. 
They delight to hear of the Priviledges 
that come by Chriſt, but not 
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Duties he doth Enjoyn them. 


a Reference to the Perſon, the 


the Mediation, the Satisfaction and the 


This 
is a dangerous Error on the right 
Hand : But then on the left Hand, there 
are others who have ſuck'd in Arminian 
and Sccinian Notions are offended at 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel, that have 


Offices, 


Interceſſion of Chriſt, they love Lecture: 


of Morality, Temperance and Juſtice; 


but they can't endure to hear of Faith 
in Chriſt, and of going out of them- 


ſelves, and leaning 


vation. This is an Error of fo 


tremble at the thoughts of it. 


not fubmit to the Righteouſneſs 
And why ſuch Perſons ſhould 


the principal Deſign and End of 


nity, and ſet themfelves in Oppoſi 


upon Chriſt for 
Righteouſneſs, Eternal Life and Sal- 


perni- 


eious a Conſequence, that I cannot but 


This 


was the Error the Apoſtle Paul con- 
demned in the Jews, and for which they 
were condemned, and caſt off by God. 
Rom. 10. 3. Being ignorant of God's 
Righteouſneſs, they went about to eſla- 
bliſh their own Righteouſneſs, and would 


of God. 
profeſ 


themſelves to be Chriſtians, who deny the 
very Fundamental Articles of Chriſtia- 


ition to 
Goſpel, 


to me is altogether unaccountable. | 
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the Object of their Faith, 105 
This am ſure, the Miniſters whom Chrift 
right ſends forth to preach, are call'd Miniſters 

there of the New Teſtament. 2 Cor. 3.6. They 

minian are Stewards of the Myſteries contain'd 
ded at in the Goſpel, in reference to the Salva- 
have tion of Sinners by Jeſus Chriſt. The 

Offices, faithful Miniſters of Chriſt are his Am- 

ad the baſladors, they repreſent his Perſon, 

ectures they come in his Name, and act in bis 
uſtice; Steadz and therefore, are not to deliver | 

F Faith their own Mind and Fancy, but the Meſs 

' them-| ſage of their Lord and Mafter. 2 Cor. 

iſt for! 5-20 And what is that? I anſwer,, 

d Sal- That God is in Chriſt reconcilins te 

rni- World to himſelf; To me who am leſs than 
ot but e leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace given, 

This that may preach among the Centiles the 
con- ſearchable - Riches of Chriſt... (ſaid the 

h they} Apoſtle Pau?) Eph. 3. 8. And if it were 

y God. the Apoſtles Work and Duty, to com- 

God mend Chriſt to the World; I ſee no 

to eſſa · Reaſon, but that it ſhould be the Practice 

12 of all other Miniſters. J hope, I can 
of Cod fay, in ſome meaſure to you, as St Paul 
profeſ did to the Corinthians; I deſire to W 

eny the nothing among vt comparatively, but Je- 

thriſtia- fus Chi iſt, and him crucsfied: But ſo much 

-+50n tolef the Third Inference. If we do not 
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106 True Chriſtians know 
a certain Token, that we do not knoy 
him, we do not believe in him. 

4. Let all ſuch as do know and he- 
lieve in Chriſt aright, bleſs and adore 
him for ſo great a Priviledge, and ex- 
preſs their Gratitude in a becoming 
. Converſation. Conſider who it is, that 
makes you to differ from others, on this 
Account. Surely, it was not you your 
ſelves, nor any thing Originally in your 
ſelves, but the free Grace of God in 
Jeſus Chrilt. 
Brethren, we are all by Nature o 
the ſame corrupt and filthy Maſs, w 
are the worſt and vileſt of Sinners, v. 
are all naturally ignorant of God, ani 
alienated from him, we never knew hi 
nor loved him ; and ifa ſaving Chang 
be wrought upon us, if Chriſt be non 
the Object of our Faith and Knowledg 
no Thanks to us, but God whe commande 
his Light to ſhine out- of Darkneſs, ha 
ſhined in to our Hearts, to give us the Lig! 
of the Knowledge of the Glory of God in i 
Face of Je ſus Chriſt. 2 Cor. 4. 6. Ho 
many Millions are now periſhing in the 
Ignorance ? How manyPrinces and Nob 
Men, how many Wile and Learned Me 
are utterly deſtitute of the Knowleds 
of Chriſt? The World (faith the Apoſtk 
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by Wiſdom - knew. not God. 1 Cor. 1. 20 


Where is the VViſe ? where is the Scribe? 
VVhere is the Diſputer of this VYorld ?- 
Hath not God made Focliſ the VV:iſdom 
of this VVorld. Tthank thee, O Father, Lord 
of Heaven and Earth (ſaid Chriſt) that. 
thou haſt bid theſe Things from the wiſe 
and prudent, and haſt revealed them to Babes? 
That Chriſt - ſhould = by ſo many- 
Thouſands, wifer and greater than any 
of us, ſuffering the black Covering of 
Papal, Pagan, or Mabometan Darkneſs, . 
tolye upon them, and reveal himſelf to 
us poor, undeſerving, God-proyoking 
Sinners, is the Effect only of his own free. 
and abounding Grace; and therefore, we 
ſhould greatly prize and value it, ſtudy- 
ing what to render to him for all his 
Benefits, and ſhewing forth the Praiſes - 
ff him, who hath called us out of Darknef*s 
to his marvellous Light. 1 Pet. 2.9. Sa. 
uch of the firſt Propoſition. 


SERMON 
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— 


SERMON II. 
ON 
2 Tim. I. Latter Part of Ver. 12. 
— Fr I know whom I have beliewd, 
and I am perſwaded, that he is able 


to keep that which I have committed 
unto him againſt that Day: 


* 
— — — 


f F HE Furſt Doctrine was the Subjed 
of our Laſt Diſcourſe; the Se 
cond is, 


Doct. II. That, There ſball certain 
be a Day of General Judgment, 


"Tis not my preſent Deſign to tre: 
largely of this Subject: But ſomewhi 
is neceſſary to be ſpoken of it, to op#! 
our Way to the other Doctrinal Truti 
obſerved in the Text. What I have 
fay here, may be comprehended in the 
three General Heads. 
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the Object of their Faith. 109 
1. That there will certainly be a ſuture, 
General Judgment. 
Il. That there is a Solema Day or Time 
appointed ſor it. | 


III. / hat Kind of Day this will be ? 


I can but ſpeak briefly to theſe three 
Heads, becauſe I deſign to inſiſt on them 
only in a Single Diſcourſe. 


I. That there will certainly be a future 
General Judgment: This is abundantly 
confirmed and proved. 

Fir t, By the Teſtimony of holy Scrip- 
ture, both in the Old and NewTeftament, 
Eccleſ. 12. 14. For God ſhall bring every 
Wort into Judgment, with every ſecret | 
Thing, whether it be good, er whether it | 
be evil. Theſe therefore, are mentioned 


here as a Motive or Argument, to-excite || ö 
Men to fear God and keep his Command- 
ments; becauſe their Perſons and their 


Actions will be, brought, to judgment. 
Here are two great Truths aflertedd: 
(I.) That there will certainly be a 
Future, General judgment. | 
(2.) That not only the Perſons, | 
but all the Actions of Men, ſecret as 
well as publick, will then be judged | 
eyery Work, and Word, and Thought 


Wall. 


110 rue Chriſtians know 
|. ſhall then be impartially weighed, and 
| tried by the univerſal Judge. Exoch 
who lived ſeven Hundred Years after the 
Creation of the World, then foretold 
Chriſt's Coming and the Day of judg- 
ment; Alſo the Apoſtle Jude ſays v. 14. 
And Enoch alſo, the ſeventh from Adam, 
propheſied of theſe, ſaying, Behold the Lerd 
cometh with ten Thouſand of his Saints, 
to execute Judgment upon all, and to con- 


alltheir ungodiy Deeds, &c. And the Apoſtle 
Paul declares, That we muff all appear be- 
fore the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, 10 every 
one may receive the Things done in his Bod) 
mhether good or evil. 2 Cor. 5. 10. Here 
the Apoſtle aſſerts, that there will be a 
future Judgment, and that it will be 
{ univerſal. All muſt appear before the 
| Judgment Seat. None are to be exem 
ted or diſpenſed with, whether they be 
young or old, rich or poor, high or low. 
he greateſt Kings and Monarchs of the 


! tremble, muſt ſtand naked at Chriſt's 
Tribunal to be judged by him, andthen 
every one ſhall r£ceive a ſuitable Recom- 
pence to what he hath done. I might 
' quote many other Scriptures to the ſame 
| purpoſe.” But, thoſe I have Mey 
£ U- 


vince all that are end the m, of 
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ſufficiently manifeſt the Teſtimony of 
God in Scripture. 

Secondly, A future Judgment is certainly 
determined by the firm and unalterable 
Decree of God. He that made the Worid, 
and that does uphold, preſerve, and 
govern it, hath immutably purpofed, to 
judge the World in Righteouſneſs. 
There is a twofold Judgment falls under 
God's Appointment: The One is par- 
ticular, the Other is general. Of the 
particular Judgment the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 
Heb. 9.27. "Sis appointed for all Men 
once to dye, and after that the Judgment. 
'Tis appointed, *Tis enatted in the High 


Court of Heaven, by the infinitely wiſe | | 


God; *Fis the Statute Law of him, 
who is King of Kings, and Lord of 


Lords; that Men ſhall dye, and that | 
after Death they ſhall be judged. The | 


Latter, to wit, the General Judgment, is 


as certainly and unalterably erdain'd and 
determin'd by a wiſe and holy God, as 


the former, to wit, the Day of Death; 
which no one pretends to deny. The Apo- 


ſtle ſays, Afs 17. 31. That God hath ap- | 
pointed a Day, in the which be will judge | 


the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man, 
whom he hath ordained. Here the Apoſtle 
doth intend the general Judgment, and 


he. ſhews, that both it, and every Thin 
rela- | 
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relating to it, falls under the Ordina- 
tion of God. God hath appointed, 
that there ſhall be a Furure Judgment, and 
that there ſhall be Solemn Day, or 
Time, for the tranſacting it. He hath 
ordained, who ſhall be the Judge, even 
the Man Chrift Feſus, and who ſhall 
be the Perſons judged, and they are 
the whele World; Or the whole Race 
of Mankind, together with fallen 
Angels. And'if this be the Appoint- 
ment of God, who can reverſe it? who 
can prevent, or hinder it? The Coun- 
ſel of the Lord ſhall ſtand, and he will 
fulfi all his Pleaſure. - | 

Thirdly, Man's Relation to God, does 
neceflarily- infer a future Judgment. Al! 
Men are God's Creatures, made, and 
maintain'd, both by him, and of him. 
By him, as the Efficient Cauſe; and of 
him, as the final Cauſe. Act, 17. 29, 
In him we live, move, and have our Being. 
And if we live, and move in God, and 
our Beings do abſolutely depend upon 
him, Tis reaſonable, that we ſhould 
be devoted to him, as our ultimate 
End. God hath made us rational Crea- 
ures, capable of knowing, and ſerving 
him; and in Order to it, he hath giv- 
en us a Law, to be the Rule of our 
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the Object of their Faith. 
which he enforceth by Promiſes, of 
Rewards, and Threatnings, of Puniſh- 
ments. *Tis requiſite, therefore, that 
there ſhould be a future Judgment, 
a particular Time, to enquire into the 
Obſervance of God's Law, that the 


Loyal and Obedient may be rewarded, 


and the Wicked puniſhed. God hath 
given to all Men a Stewardſhip, and, 
tis fit, they ſhould give up their Ac- 
counts to their Lord, that employ'd, 
and truſted them. Luke 16. 2. Geve 


an Account of thy Stewardſhip, for t hon 
ſhall be no lonoer Steward. Every Perſon 


hath one Talent, or other, to trade 


with for Eternity; and, therefore 


muſt come to Judgment, that it may 
be known, what Improvement ke 


hath made of it. 


Fourthly, God's Fuſtice requires, that 
there ſhould be a Future Judgment; that 
he may render to every one, according 
to his Deeds, He is the Judge of all the 
Earth, and therefore will do right. Rom. 
2. 5 6, 7, 8. But after thy. Hardneſs and 
impenitent Heart, treaſureſk up unto thy 
felf, Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, and 
the Revelation of the righteous Judgment sf 
God, Ver 6. YVho wil render to every 


Man according to his Deeds. Ver. 7. To 
them, 


An 
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114 True Chriſtians know 
them, who by patient Continuance in Yell. 
doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Im- 
mortality, Eternal Life. ver. 8. But t 
them that are contentious, and do not obey 
the Truth, but obey Unrght ecuſneſs, Indig- 
nation, and VYrath. ver 9. Tribulaticn, 
and Anguiſh upon every Scul of Man, that 
aoth evil. The Juſtice of God, and his 
Indignation againſt Sin and Sinners, 
are not fully manifeſted, and exerted 
Here, in this World. Here the Wicked 
commonly. proſper, and the Godly are 
afflicted z Here the worſt of Men ſpread 
themſelves, like a green Bay-tree, 
waſh their fteps in Butter, wallow in 
ſenſual Delights, and Pleaſures, uſurp 
Authority over, and trample the 
Godly under their Feet: Whereas 
the Righteous are uſually perſecuted, 
and afflited, poor and deſpiſed ; as yo! 
may. ſee at large in Pſalm 73. Tis ne 
ceſſary, therefore, that there be a i 
ture Judgment, to vindicate the Re 
putat ion of God's Juſtice, which is ex 
poſed to cenſure, whilſt the ungod!) 
proſper in their Wickednels, and Vi 
tnous Perſons are afflicted, and diftre! 
{ed, are made the Scorn of the Prophane 
and the Song of the Drunkard, as! 
they were the Off-fcouring, the Dun 
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and the Refuſe of the World Here 
Dives had his good Things, and Lazarus 
his evil Things. And if we have Hope 
only in this Life (faith the Apoſtle) we 
are of all Creatures moſt miſerable. 1 Cor. 
15. 19. God will, therefore, have a 
future Judgment, that there may be a 
viſible, and an equal Diſtinct ion put 
between thoſe that fear him, and thoſe 
that fear him not; Things will have 
another Aſpect hereafter, than now 
they have: When you ſee Fe/us con- 
demn'd, and Barrabas releas'd, con- 
clude that a Time will come, when In- 
nocency ſhall be vindicated, and Wick- 
edneſs condemned. On this very Ac- 
count, Solomon concludes, that there will 
be a Future Judgment; That what Injury, 
and Injuſtice 1s now done upon Earth; 
may be re&ify'd hereafter. Eccles. 3. 16, 
17. And moreover, I ſaw under the Sun, 
the Place of Judgment, that VVickedneſ(s 
was there, and the Place of Righteouſneſs, 
that Iniquity was there. I ſaid in my Heart, 
that God ſhall judge the righteous, and the 
wicked ; As if he had ſiid, There is 
but little Equity and Juſtice among 
Men here upon Earth ; and, therefore, 
God will hereafter take the Matter 


into 


116 ſrue Chriſtians know 
into his own Hand, he will recom- 
pence the Wicked according to theit 
Merits, and will bring forth the Righ- 
teouſneſs of his People as the Light, 
and their juſt Dealing as the Noon- 
Day. So much of the firſt Genera! 
Head, There fhall be a Future Judgment. 


IT. That there is a Solemn Day,. or Time 
appointed for it; when the General Judy- 
ment ſhall commence, be fully tran- 
faged and compleatly finiſhed. So in 
that fore-mention'd Scripture, At: 
17. 28. The Apoſtle declares, God hath 
appointed a Day, wherein he will judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom 
he bath ordained. Not only the Thing 
it ſelt, but the Time of it is determin'd 
by God, and 'tis called a Day, where- 
by we are not to underſtand, ſuch a 
Proportion of Time, as is commonly 
fgnitied among Men, by a Day natu- 
ral, or artificial; conſiſting but of a 
few Hours. But here it imports a cer- 
tain, and a fixed Space of Time, of 
confiderable Length, ſufficient for 


ſuch a Tranſaction, which God hath 
unalterably determined and appointed. 
Hence, we often read of the Day. of 
Judgment; Moe to thee Chorazin, Y Ye 
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tn thee Bethſaida, ( ſaid Chriſt) it ſha# 
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, at 
the Day of Judgment, than for you. Matth. 
11.21, 22. Sometimes tis Emphati- 
cally call'd [that Day]. So tis in the 
Text, and many other Scriptures. Aa- 
vy will ſay to me in that Day, Lord, have 
we not propheſied in thy Name? Matth. 
7.22. and alſo Matth. 24. 36. Of that 
Day and Hour knometh no Man, no, not 
the Angels in Heaven; but my Father only. 
Here our Saviour declares, that there 
will be a general Judgment, and that 
there is a Solemn Time allotted for it, 
which by way of Emphaſis he calleth 
that Day. But when it will begin, or 
how long it will continue, is a Secret 
God hath reſerved in his own Breaſt. 
Sometimes 'tis call'd The Day of God; 
2 Pet. 3.12, becauſe 'tis of God's Ap- 
pointment, and becauſe the Glory of 
his Grace, and Juſtice, will be 3 
dantly manifeſted therein. Sometimes 
'tis calld The Day of Chriſt, Phil. 1. 6. 
becauſe tis the Time of his Second 
Appearance, when he ſhall come with 
great Power and Glory, and with all 
his mighty Angels to judge the World: 
And to mention no more but this, 
Tis ſometimes call'd The Laſt Day. 

John 
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John 12. 48. Becauſe it doth com- 
mence at the Latter End of the World, 
and when it concludes, there will be 
a Final End of Time, and all Things 


ſhall be ſwallowed up in a vaſt Eter- 
nity, 


III. What Kind of Day this will be. 

I anſwer briefly, It will be, 
I. A Great Day: So it is often call'd 
in Scripture, Jude ver. 6. And the An- 
els which kept not their firſt Eftate, but 
ft their ewn Habitation, he hath reſerved 
in everlaſting Chains under Darkneſs unto 
the Judgment of the great — It may 
be calld a great Day upon ſeveral Ac- 
counts. (1). Becauſe of the vaſt ſpace 
of Time it will comprehend; Some 
think the Day of Judgment will laſt 
a Thouſand Years, from that Expreſ- 
fion of the Apoſtle Peter, 2 Pet. 3. 8 
That one Day is with the Lord as 4 thou 
ſand Years, and a thouſand Years as one 
Day. But this is only Conjecture, 
however we may certainly conclude, 
that ſo great a Tranſaction as this, 
wherein ſo many Millions of Millions 
are to be try'd, and judged, will take 
up a vaſt Proportion of Time. (2) 
:Tis a great Day, if you n. 7 
| reat- 
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Greatneſs, and the Importance of the 
Things, that are to be tranſacted in it. 
Then Chriſt's Kingly Power and Au- 
thority, will be gloriouſſy demonſtra- 
ted ; Then God will be juſtify'd, in his 
judgment of the World; Then the 
Righteous ſhall be openly acquitted, 
ind the Wicked everlaſtingly condem- 
ned. An Eternity of Happineſs, or 
of Miſery, doth immediately follow 
upon the Concluſion of this Day. I 
might, abundantly, manifeſt the Great- 
nets of this Day, but my Time will 
allow me to do little more, than men- 
tion theſe Things. 

2. As it is a Great Day in it ſelf, ſo 
it will be a dreadful Day to the Wick- 
ed. The Horror, and Terror of un- 
godly Men, in this Day, will be fo 
great, as to ſurpaſs all our Conceptions 
and Expreſſions. Was the Day ot Ven- 
geance upon the Fews, for their obſti- 
nate Rejection of Jeſus Chriſt; when 
they were 10 miſerably, and ſo univer- 
ſally deſtroy'd by the Romans, called, 
the great and dreadſul Day of the Lord. 
Matth. 4. 5. What do you think, the 
Day of Judgment will he to wicked 


Perſons at laſt, of which, that was only 


a Shadow, or an Emblem. This is 
called 
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ealled the Great Day of bis Wrath, 
wherein it is fet forth to the utmoſt, 
upon all ſuch, as are the deſerved Ob- 
jects of it; and, therefore, in this Day 
unchanged Sinners will cry to the 
Rocks, and to the Mountains, to fall 
upon them, and to hide them from 
the Eye, from the Vengeance of their 
offended Judge. But all in vain, for 
how can we eſcape, if we neglett this great 
Salvation. The Apoſtle John ſpeaking 
of Chriſt's Second Coming, faith, Be- 
bold he fhall come with Clonds, and every 
Eye ſhall ſee him, and they alſo which 
prereed him, and all the Kindreds of the 
Earth ſhall wail, becauſe of him. Rev. 


1. a 
3. As it will be a dreadful Day to 
the Wicked, ſo it will be a joyful Day 
to the Godly. The Thoughts of it 
revive, and ſupport them here, 
under all the Sorrows and Sufferings 
of this preſent Time. A Proſpe& of 
this Day, by Faith, makes them joy- 
ful in Tribulation, patient in Suffering, 
contented in Lofles, and couragious in 
the midſt of the greateſt Difhculties; 
This made the Apoſtle Paul to triumph 
in the Approach of his Martyrdom ; 
I have fought the good Fight (faith * I 
ave 
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have finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept the 
Faith; Hence forth there is laid up for me 4 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, which, the Lord the 
righteous Fudge ſhall give me at that Day. 
2 Tim. 4-7, 8. And if the Expecta- 
tion of this Day be ſo comfortable, 
and fo reviving to diligent Saints, who 
are, in ſome meaſure, prepared for it; 
What will the Day it ſelf be to them, 
when they ſhall ſee and enter upon 
all thoſe great and glorious Things, 
that before they beheld only by Faith, 
and enjoy'd only inthe Promiſes? Then 
ll Tears will be wi from their 
Eyes, and they ſhall figh and mourn 
no more. There was a Time, when 
they ſlowed their Seed with Tears, 
but then they ſhall bring their 
heaves with Joy. Pſalm 127. 5. Then 
hey ſhall enter into the Foy of their Lord. 
pſalm 25 21. For in his Preſence is Ful- 
neſs of Joy, and at his Right Hand are 
Pleaſures * e vermore. I might have 
mention'd ſeveral other Adjuncts of 
this Day, but 1 wave them, that I may 
ſhut up this Diſcourſe with two or 
three practical Interences. : | 
. 
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APPLICATION. 


Is it true, That there ſhall certainly | 
Sereaſter a Day of Judgment? Then, 
1. Let us labour firmly to believe it 
The Generality of Men do not real) 
ppelieve this great Truth, that the 
7895 dye, and go to Judgment. That 
there is a Reckoning Day appointed 
when they muſt give an. Account tt 
"Chriſt, the Judge of Quick and Dead 
of all that they have done in the Bc 
Ay, whether it be good or bad. Me 
be, they will ſay, they do believe it 
but their Vanity and Wiekedneſ 
their Covetouſneſs and Worldlinel 
plainly demonſtrate the contrary, ©: 
therefore, a firm Ferſwaſion of th 
Certainty ofa Future Judgment, with 
out Which, the Thoughts of it can hay 
no Influence upon your Conduct. 
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Cares of this Life, leſt that Day come 
upon jau unawares. Luke 21. 34 Take 
heed of ſpiritual Sloth and Negligence, 
leſt your Lord comes ſuddenly, and 
find you ſleeping : Beware how you 
napkin up the Talents God hath given 
you, not doing any good With them 
in your Generation, leſt you have the 
dreadful Reward at laſt, of that Vr9ro- 
fitable Servant, who was caſt into outer 
Darkneſs. Matth. 25. 30. Be careful, 
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that you do nothing that may turn to 
your Shame and Sorrow, Diſadvantage 
and Confuſion, in- that great and ter- 
rible Day of the Lord that is approach- 
ing: Labour ſo to eat and drink, to 
buy and ſell, to pray and hear, and 


to manage every Concern here upon 
Earth, as may yield. you Comfort in 


the Day of judgment. 
3. Will there be hereaſter a Day of Judg- 
ment? Then you ſhould be conſiantly ex- 


Contemſeing and looking for it. Every Time 
be dailſ you look up to the Clouds, remem- 
wn anch ber that you have a Saviour, who in 
Natural Time will come from thence, and call 
do yoſthe World to an Account. Look, there- 
unto üffoge, for his Coming to judge the 
--c:aro World, with an humble and patient 
and Expectation, quietly waiting. ior his 
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Salvation. Heb. 9. 28. Chriſt was once of Vaio 
fer'd to bear the Sins of many, and unt ly Io 
them that look for hint, ſhall he appear the muſt 
{rent Time, without Sin mito Salvation.  ** ©O 
Here you have an Account of a two- e 5: 
ain the B 
in bis Incarnation and Humiliation; ſtance 
and the latter will be in his Exaltati- J pirit 
on: Je firſt appear'd in the Form of 21% 6 
Servant, but his ſecond Appearance] 4 # 
will be with the Majeſty and Glory!“ ⁹⁰ =! 
of a King. In his firſt Coming he bore [Be Je 
the Sins of many, he ſuffer d and dy d what | 
as if he had been a Sinner, for he was Day of 
made Sin for us, tho” he knew no Sin, in table IL 
himſelf, that we might be made the Rig hir: Ii e ſho! 
mſneſs of God in him; but in his ſecond t Ta 
Coming he will appear without Sin the 
not only without the Preſence of Sin, the fo 
but without the Imputation of it; ne your V. 
only without Sin, as he is perſonallyſ*” Y © 
conſider'd, but his Myſtical Body, the Jour 4 
Church, will then be pure and hoh, the G 
beautiful and glorieus, det having Spot off e Ke ve. 
Wrinkle or an ſuch Thing. Eph. 5. 2 he Ap 
But to what End will he appear? wh war Cu 
to bring Salvation, to give the actu here b. 
Poſſeſſion of that Salvation he had put end 8a 
chaſed by his Death. And who are t bird ther 
Perſons that - ſhall partake of this Sal ner, 
| vation 
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away to Judgement. Gird up the Lins 
Hour Minds, be. ſuber and hope to the End; 
for the Gl;ry that is to be brought to y,u, at 
We Revelation of Jeſus Ciriſt. 1 Pet. 1. 13. 


rſonally 


zird them up; when they were going a 
Journey, or engaging in any Work or: 
| G 
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vation? ] anſwer, all ſuch as dv ſincere- 
iy look and wait for his Coming. You 
muſt look for the Day of Judgment, ſo 
is to deſire and long for it. The pit and | 
the Bride-ſay come, that is; the Spirit in 
the Bride, or the Bride by the Aſii- 
tance, Influence, and Actuation of the 
Spirit faith, Come, Lord Jeſus, Cone 
quickly. | F 
4. Vill there be hereafter a Day of Jug 
nent? Oh then conſtantly prepare for it. 
Be ye always ready, for ye know nat 
what Hour your Lord will come. Phe 
Day of judgment is the great and no- 
table Day of the Lord, and, therefore, 
we ſhould be continually providing for 
it. Take heed you be not-iurprized: 
by the mid-night Cry, and found, like 
the fooliſh: Virgins, withone Oyl in 
your Vefiels, when you are ſummoned: 


he Apoftle doth here allude to the an- 
tent Cuſtom of thoſe Eaflern Countries, 
here both Women and Men wearing 
ong Garments were wont to tuck, or 


Service. 
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Service. Sirs, Tis your unqueſtionable 
Duty, not only to be looking for, bur to 
be haſting to the Coming of the Day of God. 
2 Pet. 3. 1e. You can't Arcelerare Diem 
haſtea the Day tt. ſelf, for that is fixt 
and unalterable; but you may Acce- 
lerare ad Diem, haſten to this Day, by 
ſuitable Preparation for it, by getting 
into a Readineſs and Fitneſs for it. Tis 
laid, the Bride, the Lamb's Wife made 
her ſelf ready ; and if you would be 
ready for this Day, your Perſons muſt 
be juſtify'd, your Natures muſt be 
lanctify'd, your Sins muſt be pardoned, 
your Luſts muſt be mortify'd, your 
Graces muſt be exerciſed, your Lights 
muſt be burning, and ye your ſelves 
like unto Men that wait for their Lord, 
when he will return from the Wedding, 
that when he cometh and knocketh, 
you may open to him immediately. 
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SERMON III. 
ON "= N 5 | 
2 Tim. I. Latter Part of Ver. 122: 
— For I know whom I have beliewd, 
and am perſwaded, that he is able: 
to keep that which I have commitit. 
unto. him. againſt that Day.. 
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IAving finiſh'd in my laſt Diſcourſe» 
the Second Doctrine; I now pro- 
ceed to the Third. e 


Doct. 3. Every Trae Believer naler. 
Chriſt his Truſtee in the Concerns of 
bis Soul, relating to this Day. © 


Two Things are here to be demon- 
ſtrated. —— 
Firſt, The 57: that every true Believer. 
makes Chriſt bis Truſtee in the Concerns of 
Pis Soul, relating to the Great Day. ks 
Secondly, The dwri, or, The Reafor 
Wy every true Believer males Chriſt bu. 
; G 4. Truftes. 
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Truſtee in the Matters of his Soul, relating 
ro this Day. 

Firſt. That every true Believer makes Chriſt 
his Truſtee, in the Matters of his Salvation 
relating to this Day. This is a Thing 
ſo neceſſary, to conſtitute a true Belie- 
ver, as that he cannot poſlibly be one 
without it. Theſe are reciprocal 
Terms, Ee that makes Chriſt his 
Truſtee, 13a true Believer, and he that 
is a true Believer makes Chrift his 
Truſtee. Now there are two Things 
neceilary to make a Perſon a Truſtee, 
viz (1) That there be a Truſt repoſed 
in him. And (2) That he accept of it. 
If either of theſe Things be wanting, 
That there is no Truſt committed to 
him, or that he refuſes to accept of 
it, He cannot be properly and truly 
called a Truſtee ; But in the Tranſacti- 
on between Chriſt and Believers, both 
theſe Things are to be found. There 
is a Truſt committed, and a Truſt ac- 
cepted. 5 
(1) There is a Truft committed to 
Chriſt, both by God the Father, in re- 
ference to Believers; And, (II) By Belie- 
vers, in reference to themſelves. 

[1] There is a Truſt committed to 


Cbriſt by God the Father, in reference 
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the Object of heir faith. 129 
to Believers. Chriſt is the Father's 
Truſtee, true to the Accompliſhment 
of the Eternal Deſigns and Purpoſes 
of his Grace, in the Redemption of 
loſt Sinners. God having determined 
to glorifie the Treaſure of his Grace, 
in the certain Salvation of his Ele&; 
entruſted Jefus Chriſt with the Ma- 
nagement of this Aﬀair. Now, that. 
the Father repoſed a Truſt in Chriſt, 
in reference to the Redemption of Sin- 
ners, is evident; if we conlider the 
following Particulars, which I ſhall not 
largely infift upon, tho' the mentioning” 
of them will be needful, to encourage 
our truſting in Chriſt. For if the Fa- 
ther had not truſted him with the 
Work of Redemption, and with the 
Souls of Believers, there would have. 
deen no Foundation of Hope for us; 
no Arguments, Reaſon or Encourage- 
ment for us to commit our Souls, and 
dur Concerns into his Hand. Chriſt 
could not have been the Redeemer of 
Mankind, the Saviour of Sinners, the 
Mediator between God and Man; had 
not God the Father approved of it, and 
actually deſigned; and authorized him 
to ndertake it; and that he hath done 
o, will appear, if we conſider, what 
5 | the 
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the Seripture doth relate concerning I alſo c 
it. Now in Scripture we find, dempt 
(..) That God the Father did ele Ned. 
and chooſe Chriſt to the Work of Re- | thine + 
demption. Behold mine Eleft (aid bee f 
God) iz whom. my Soul delights. Iſa. I Light « 
42+ 1. I have made a Covenant ( ſaith God) Iis God 
with my Choſen. The Covenant here is Jeſu 
mention'd, is the Covenant of Re- vas ca 
demption between the Father and Son, I tion; 

touching the Recovery of fallen Man; for a L 
and he has made it with his choſen; in whi 
that is, wich Chriſt, whom he hath Jin Rip 
choſen to this Undertaking. Pſalm 89. 3. Ag tee 
He is a living Store (ſaith the Apoſtle Imiſes 
Peter) diſallowed indeed of Men, but cho-Ithe Ca 
ſen of God and precious. Behgld (faith fromiſ 
God) I lay in Zion, 4a Chief Goryer-Stone, Ind will 
eleft and precious, and he that believeth in 24 Sec 
bim ſhall not. be conſounded. 1 Pet. 2. 4, 6. Ne. 1 
Our Election to Eternal Lite, doth Nhriſt v 
pre-ſuppoſe Chrift firſt choſen, before Ne th. 
us, as the Head of the Ele&. Hence id not 
we are ſaid to be choſen in him, Fph Pat wa: 
1. 4 According as be hath choſen us in him, eb. 5. 
befure the Fundation of the World; Cho- 3: 4 
len us in him, in him, as Members hriſt te 
in their Head; or thro' him, as the 
only Mediator and Redeemer. 


2. As God hath choſen Chriſt, ſo be | 
ala 
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rning I aſſo called him to the Work of Re- 
| demption. Ila. 42. go At. Lerd, haue 
eledt ¶ called thee in Righteouſneſs, and mill held. 
of Re- ¶ thine Hand, and will keep t hee, and give, 
(ſaid bee for a Covenant of the Pe ple, for 4 
Iſa. ¶ Light of the-Gentiles. The eb 
God) ſis God the Father; the Perſon called, 
- here is Jeſus Chriſt; The Work to which he 
f Re- vas called, was the Work of Redemp- 
d Son, tion ; to be a Covenant of the People, 
Man; for a Light of the Gert:les, The manner 
zofen ; in which he was called, and this was 
> hath Nin Righteouſneſs, I have culled the in 
89. 3. Ng Hteouſue ſe; and finally here are the Pro- 
poſtle miſes or Encouragements, dy which“ 
ut c ho- the Call was enforced, and theſe are 
(ſaith rromiſes of Aſſiſtance and Support; 
Stone, and will hold thy Hand; of Protection and 
veth in and Security in his Work; and will keep-- 
2. 4, 6. Te. The Apoſtle Paul declares, that 
doth Nhriſt was called of God an Hg Prieſt, 
before ter the Onder of Melchizedeck.: He 
Hence id not take this Work upon himſel f, 
„ Eph, Pat was called of God to it as Aaren. 
in him, eb. 5. 45 19. 0 4 
„ Cho- I. 3. As God hath- choſen and called 
mbers Fhriſt to Redemption Work, ſo hehath 


tually ſent him into the Word to 
compliſh it. Hence he is called be 
Meng er of the Covenant, Mal, 2. 1 He 
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is God's Meſlſenger, in purſuance of I was 
the Covenant of Redemption, tranſaQ- I faith: 
ed' between the Father and the Son. his; 
When the Fulneſs of Time mas come (ſaith or E 
the Apoſtle) God ſent forth his Son, made i of A. 
ef 4 Woman, made under the. Law, to mer 
redeem them that were under the Law, that | vant: 
we might receive the Adoption of Sons. Gal. ¶ as a? 
4.4. And we find our Bleflied Saviour, ¶ and b 
often ſpeaking of his divine Miſhon, I of Gc 
that he came to do the Will of him |} that 
that ſent him. ; | 
4. God appointed Chriſt to this 
Work, he was deſigned and deputed by 
the Father for this very End and Pur- 
poſe. Con ſider ( faith St Paul) the Ajoitle 
and High Prieft of our Profeſſion, Gbriſs 
Jeſus: Who was faithful to him that ap- 
pointed him, as alſo Moſes was faithful in 
all bis Houſe. Heb. 3. 1, 2. The Apoſtle 
here acquaints us with three great 
Truths. (1) With the Office of Chriſt, 
What it was, and wherein the Nature 
of it lay. He is the High Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion, which comprebends the 
Whole of his Redemption-W ork. (2) 
He ſhews/ how: Chriſt came to be in- 
veſte&with this Ofhce, it was by the 
Father's Appointment. (3) He declared 
haw Chriſt diſcharged this Othce, it 
Was 
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was with Faithfulneſs. As Moſes was 
faithful in his Work, ſo was Chriſt in 
his; not that there was any Proportion 
or Equality between the Faithfulneſs 
of Moſes and that of Chriſt. The for- 
mer was ſo imperfectly, and as a Ser- 
vant; but Chriſt was ſo perfectly, and 
as a Son, who was Lord of the Houſe 
and builded it himſelf; *T was the Will 
of God, his ſignified and declared Will, 
that Chrift ſhould redeem loſt Souls. 
John 6. 39. I came down from Heaven, 
not to do my own Vill, but the Vill of him 
that ſent me. 

5. God the Father formed Chriſt 
from the Womb, that is, prepar'd fos 
him a Body, an Humane Nature, that 
by ſuffering in it he might ſatisſie di- 
vine Juſtice, purge away Sin, and fave 
poor periſhing Sinners from Sin and 
Hell. Iſa. 49. 5. And now, (faith the 
Lord.) that formed me from the V/omb, to 
be his Servant, to bring Jacob again to him, 
The Reſtoration of loſt Man to a State 
of Peace and Amiry with God; and of 
Rebellious Man to a State of Submiſſion - 
and Subjection to God, was the great 
End, why Chriſt was made Fleſh and 
dwelt among us, why the Father form- 
ed him from the Womb. Heb. 10. 5. 
Sa- 
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be the Saviour of Sinners. 


© e 7 20H 
Sacrifice and Offering thou wouldſt not, but 
A — baſt thou prepared me. God would: 


not be-put oft with the Sacrifices of 
Beaſts, they were not equivalent to the 


Life of Man forfeited: by. Sin, they. 


could not ſatisfie offended Juſtice, nor 
give God the Honour that Sin had taken 


rom him; and: therefore he prepaed 


Chriſt a Body, that by the ſuffering of 


his Human Nature, and the Dignity of- 
his Divine, he might open a Way for 
3 Sinners to the 8 Seat, and 


ing in an Everlaſting 


ighteouſ- 
neſs. 


6. We find that God the Father 


appointed- Chriſt; and ſealed him for 
this End and Purpoſe, that he might 


ed him: Hence he is called God's An- 
ointed. Pſalm 2.2. The Kinos of the 
Earth ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take 
Cui ſel together againit the Lord, and a- 


gainſt his Anointea ; that is, againſt Chriſt, 
Who was-anointed by God, and conſti- 


tuted King, Hign-Prieſt and Prophet; 


for ſo 'tis interpreted. Act, 4. 26, 27. 


Aud fo much is ignified by the Names 


W //+(ſirs and Chriſt, w hich are in Scripture | 
given co him. Chriſt was anointed as 
well as appointed to the Work of Re- 
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demption. Ia. Gr. 17, &c. The Spirit 
of the Lord God 1s upon me, becauſe he 
bath anointed me to preach glad Tydings 
to the Meek, &c. He was filled with 
the Spirit, and that without Meaſure, 
to qualifie. him for this Service; He 
was ſo full of the Spirit, as never was 
any beſides,. and therefore he is ſaid 
to be Anointed with the Oil of Gladneſs 
above his Fellows. Pal. 45. 7. And as 
Chriſt was anointed by the. Father, 
ſo he was ſealed. by him; that is, he 
received a Commiſſion from him un- 
der Hand and Seal, as it were to under- 
take the Work of Redemption. I ſhall 
not now mention, the various Ways, 
by which Chriſt was ſealed ::*Tis ſuf- 
ficient to my preſent Purpoſe for us 
to know that he was really ſealed, that 
is, ſent forth by God, with ample Au- 
thority and Eminent Abilities, to diſ- 
charge the Work of Redemption. 

7. God the Father hath given a cer- 
tain Number of Souls into the Hand of 
Chriſt, for him to redeem and fave, 
As he truited the blefled Jeſus with the 
vaſt Concerns of his own Glory, ſo alſo 
with the Pertons. the Intereſt and the 
Happineſs of all the Ele&. Johns. 3g. 
And this us the Father's Will which hath ſent 

De; 
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me, that of all which he hath given me | 
ſhould loſe nothing ; but ſhould raiſe it 1 
again at the laſt Day. Here, you ſee, are 
a People given to Chriſt by the Father; 
Here is a Great Truſt committed to his 
Wiſdom; Care and Faithfutneſs. God 
is reſolved that ſome ſhall intallibly be 
ſaved, anck be everlaſting Monuments 
of his Grace, and in Order to this End 
hath committed them to Chriſt, to re- 
deem them to it, to fit them for it, 
and to bring them to the actual Enjoy- 
ment of it. John 17. 2. As thou haſt giv- 
en him Power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould 
gtve Eternal Life to as many as thou haſt 
given him. The Eleftare as a Depoſitum, 
a-Truſt put into Chriſt's Hand, he is 
charged with them, He is the Father's 
Truſtee in reference to them, and to 
him he gives up his. Account, how he 
has diſcharged the Truſt committed to 
him. Hence when Chrift was about to 
leave the World; he did in a Solemn 
ſtated Prayer to the. Father, declare 
that he had . finiſhed :he Mor which his 
Father 9 .:ve him to du. I have manifeſted thy 
Name (laid he) to the Alen which thou 
gar, it ine ut of the Morid, thine they 
were, and thou gaveſt them me, and they 
kave kept my Herd, For Phave given un- 
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to them the VVords which thou gaveſt me, 
and they have received them, &c. Mpile 
I was with them in the VVorld, I kept them 
in thy Name, Thoſe that thou gaveſt me J 
have kept, and none of them is loft, but the 
Sen of Perdition; that the Scripture might 
be fulſi I'd. John 17. 4, 6, 8, 12. Now 
| pray you, put all theſe Things toge- 
ther; That God the Father eleQed and 
called, ſent and appointed, formed and 
fitted, anointed and ſealed Jeſus Chriſt 
for the Work of Redemption, and that 
he hath given a determinate Number 
into his Hand, to redeem and prelerve 
them unto Glory; I ſay, conſider theſe 
Things, and it will plainly appear, that 
Chriſt hath a Truſt committed to him 
by the Father, in reference to all ſuch 
as ſhall believe in him. 

( 2.) As the Father committed this Tru 
70 C briſt, ſo he readily and willingly accepted 
it, Had he refuſed the Undertakin; » 
there could have been no Truſt repo- 
ſed by the Father in him, and conſe- 
quently we muſt have unavoudably 
periſh'd in our Sins. He could not be 
a Redeemer, @ Saviour, a Truſtee, 
Without. his own Conſent : He was not 
under any Conſtraint, or Force to un- 


dertake this Work; but he ſet. upon it 
with 
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with great Satisfaction and Delight, 
This the Apoſtle Par! does.plainly de- 
Clare, Heb. 10. 5,6, 7. Wherefure. when 
he cometh into the VYVorld, he ſaith Sacri- 
fice and Offering thou woulajt not, but 4 
Body haſt thru pregared me. In burnt-Offe- 
rings and Satrifices for Siu thou kaftl had 
no Pleaſure: Then ſaid I, Lee! I come (in 
the Volumn of the Buok it is writien of me) 
to do thy Ve O Grd. As if Chriſt had 
faid, I ſee there js no way of expiating 
the Sin of Man, no way of Pacifying an 
angry God and of ſaving guilty Sinners, 
unleſs I my ſelf do undertake it. Le- 
gal Sacrifices are not ſufficient for this 
Purpoſe, and all other Methods invent- 
ed by Men are ineffectual. There is 
but one way left for Man's Redempti- 
on, and this is by the Incarnation, Death 
and .Obedience of the Son of God. *Tis 
the Father's Will that all- Mankird 
ſhould not eternally periſh, and that 
in order to the ſaving of Sinners, | 
ſhould be made Sin. for them, ſhould 
be. a Sacrifice, for their Sin, and dye 
that they might live: Now this Will of 
God I readily acquieſce in, 1 accept the 
Truſt which God hath committed to me, 
I approve of the Difficulties and Coſtly 
Terms of Man's Salvation. Loe]! I come, 
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God, to do thy Vill; I aflume the 
Nature of Man, I appear in the Form 
of a Servant, I lay aſide the Robes of 
my Glory, and am contented to be 
made under the Law, to be of no Re- 
putation, to be bruiſed and afflicted by 
God, that ſo I may reconcile God to 
Man, and Man to God. Now you ſee 
there is nothing wanting, to make 
Chrift the Truſtee of God. in the Sal- 
ration of Sinners, becauſe there is a 
Truſt committed to him by God and 
an Acceptance of it, by him. I now 

come, 
(II.) To ſhew that there is a Truſt com- 
mitted to Chriſt, by every true Behever, 
and an Acceptance of it by him. In de- 
monſtrating this great Truth, I ſhall, 
(I.) Sew that al Believers do repoſe 4 
Truft in Chriſt. | | 
(2.) hat thoſe Things are, that Je- 
lievers do truſt Chriſt with. 
(3.) That Believers, in truſting Chriſt 
with theſe Things, have an Eye to the Day 
of Tudgment. 
(4) That Chriſt doth certainly accept of 
this Truſt, that is committed to him by Be- 
levers. Now all theſe Things duly 
conſider'd, and fully confirm'd, will 
make it evident, that Chriſt is the Be- 
levers 
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Tiever's Truſtee, as well as the Father', 
in reference to their Eternal Salva 
tion. | 

(1) 1 ſhall ſhww that all true believer; 
do repoſe a Truſt in Chriſt. This: is ſo 
neceſſary, fo eſtential to a Believer, 
that without it he is no Believer at all, 
and has no Right to claim the Name. 
A true Believer is one that puts his 
Truſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and in God thro' 


bim. Take away this, he may indeed 


bea Proteflor of the Doctrine of Chrift, 
he may be a Member of the Viſible 
Church of Chriſt, and a great Preten- 
der to Godlinels; but without a Truft 
in Chriit, he cannot be a found Be- 
lever. Pis the Property of every 
gracious Perſon,. to commit a. Trait 
to Chriſt, tho? he ſtay me (ſaid Job) yet 
will I truſt in bim. Job 13. 15. How 
often doth David profeſs his Truſt in 
the Lord, and his Reſolution to com- 


mit himſelf and all his Concerns into 


his Hands? Pfal. 7. 1. O Lord, my God, 
in thee do I put my Truſt, And alſo P/al. 
71. 5. Thou art my hope, O Lord God, 
thou art my Trujt frum my Youth. The 
like Profeſſion is made by him in ma- 
ny other Texts of Scripture, which! 
ae ed not ſtand now to mention.” The 
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Apoſtle Paul declares in my Text, I 
hom in whom I have truſted, and am per- 
ſmaded, t hat he is able to keep that which 
1 have committed unto him againſt that 
Day. Here 18 ſee, that Chriſt was 
the Object of the Apoſtle's Truſt, and 
there was a Concern of the greateſt 
Importance, that he committed to him. 
This was not a peculiar Attainment of 


the Apoſtle, but 'tis that which is com- 


mon. to every Believer in Chriſt, to 


commit a Truſt into his Hands. 


(2.) hat are thoſe Things that Belie- 
vers do truſt Chriſt with. 

1. They truſt him with their Per- 
ſons. As God hath given them unto 
Chriſt, to redeem, ſanctiſie and pre- 


ſerve them unto Glory; ſo they do ſo- 


lemnly and heartily give up themſelves 
to him, for the ſame bleſſed Ends and 
Purpoſes aforeſaid. The Macedonians 

ave their own ſelves unto the Lo:d. 2 Cor. 
5 5. They not oaly devoted them- 


ſelves to him, as his proper Right and 


Due; but they put themſelves into his 
Hand, to be kept by him in the way 
of Grace bere, to his E ernal Kingdom 
Chriſt gave himſelf a Sa- 
crifice tor them. G4. 2. 20. And ſhould 
they not unrelervedly give the. nſelves 

to 
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to him, they would be guilty of gre; 
Ingratitude. There is a double 1 ruf 
in reference to themſelves, that Belie 
vers do commit to Chriſt. 

(1-) They truſt him with their pr 
cious and immortal Souls. They kno 
the Worth and Excellency of the 
Souls, They know the Danger th 
are in from Sin and Satan, and the Im 
poſſibility they are under, to defend ant 
keep themſelyes; and therefore the 
commit them to the Care and Merc 
of Jefus Chriſt. 1 Pet. 4. 19. Vher 
fore let them that ſuffer according to th 
Will of God, commit the keeping of thei 
Souls to him, in well-doing, as unto a faith 
ful Creator. As this is the more eſpecia 


Concern of all the Martyrs, and of al 


pious Sufferers on the Account 
Chriſt ; ſo*tis really the Duty, and ir 
ſome meaſure, the Pra&ice of all true 
Saints whatſoever. ' Pſalm 31. Int 
thine Hand I commit my Spirit, thou ha 
redeemw'd me, O Lrd God of Truth. Tbe 
Conſideration of Chriſt, 'as a Redee 
mer, is a powerful Motive to Cont: 
dence in him; this ſtrongly -enclines 
the Believer to truſt his immortal Soul 
in the Hands of him, who loved bim 
and gave himſelf tor him. When Le- 
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of greff phe! was juſt expiring, He cry'd, Lord 
le I ruf Jeſus receive my Spirit. Act 7.59, He 
at Beliefl had ſincerely given up his Soul to 
Chrift before, for Sanctification and 
preſervation; but now it being upon 
the Point of Separation from his Body, 
of theif he doth renew his Dependance upon 
zer they Chriſt, ami begs him to take it into his 
| the Im Arms, and give it immediate Enjoy- 
fend an ment of himſelf. 
ore the (2.) As Believers truſt Chriſt with 
1 Merq their Souls, ſo alſo with their Bodies. 
V Vhery Having given him the greater, they 
g ro tj cannot deny the leſs; if he be worthy 
of thei} to be truſted with their Souls, which 
0 4 faith are immortal Principles, of more Worth 
eſpecia than all the World, how can they re- 
1d of al gute to truſt bim with their Bodies, 
Punt OF which are corrupt and periſhing Things, 
and inff of far leſs Value than their Souls. 
all true They truſt Chriſt with the Preſerva- 
5: Il tion of their Bodies, reſting in him 
hou haf for the Continuance of their Life and 
„ The Strength; ſo long as it ſhall be for 
Redee· God's Glory and their Spiritual Good. 
Confi- Pſal. 31. 15. My Times are in thy Hand, 
ncline &c. (ſaid the Plalmiſt.) They were in 
al Soul God's Hand as a Creator, and ſo were 
ed bim at his Diſpoſe ; as are ail the Things 
nen Le- which he hath made. This ſhould teach 
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us Submiſſion to the Divine Will, both nec 
in Life and Death; but the main Thing, I s 
which quieted and ſatisfied the Pſalmiſt Cod 
was, the Conſideration that his Times mann 
were in God's Hand, as a Redeemerſhe hac 
and as a Saviour. As ſuch he had com- poral 
mitted them to his Truſt, and was plea · Ncould 
ſed that they were lodged in ſuch gra · Idence, 
cious and faithful Hands as Chriſt; Pere, e 
and as Believers. truſt Chriſt for the [Care 1 
Preſervation of their Bodies, ſo alſofland fo 
for the Sanctification of them, that ſof this 
Whereas they had been Inſtruments offfters in 
Sin, they might become Servants offiwho c 
Righteouſneſs, be made the Templeſfobligcc 
of the holy Spirit, fitted for his Reſi - , 
dence and refined by his Influence, a Pron 
that Chriſt may be magnified and glo- fal. 3. 
rified by their Bodies, as well as byfbeir \ 
their Souls. Phil. 1. 20. Vorld] 
2. Believers do truſt Chriſt with} hey | 
their Temporal Concerns, with all thethey, t 
Affairs, Comforts and Enjoyments off! Life 
this preſent [.:f. ; they chooſe God toPOOd 


be their Portion, and deſire that he there ro 
ſhould chooſe other Things for them, HHO tn 
Pſalm 47 4. He ſh4ll ch:oſe cur T-heritance Pood t 
for us, & . D wid had taken the Lora L 3: Be 
to be nis Shepherd, and therefore con- Npiritua 


cluded, that he ſhuuld be tupply'd with ot on 
all 
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, both neceflary Good. Pſal. 23. 1. The Lord 
Thing, ;; -y Shepherd, therefore, I ſhall not want. 
ſalmiſt God was bis Shepherd in a peculiar 
Times manner, he had choſen him as ſuch, 
deemerfhe had truſted him with all his Tem- 
d com-Eporal Concernments; and therefore 
as plea · could ſay with a triumphing Confi- 
ch gra · dence, I ſhall not want. The Apoſtle 
Chriſt ;YPerer exhorts Chriſtians to caſt all their 
or the [Care upon the Lord, not to be anxious 
ſo alſoſjand ſolicitous concerning the Things 
„ that of this Lite; but to leave all their Mat- 
ents offters in the Hand of a faithful Redeemer, 
\nts offiwho careth for them. Believers are 
Temple bliged to commit their Ways unto the 
Reſi · La, which Obligation is enforced with 
fluence a Promiſe, ard be ſball bring it to paſs, 
nd glo- fal. 37. 5. Aud as Believers commit 
as byſfheir Way tor. Chrilt, to likewiſe their 
Vorldly Intereſts and Eyjoyments 
- withirhey know that Chriſt is wiſer than 
all theſfehey, that he knows what Condition 
ents offef Life, what proportion of Worldly 


God toPood Things is beit for them; and 
hat he therefore they, are contented with his 
them. Allotments, and truſt him tor all the 
verit ance POOd FWH y want. | 


3. Believers truſt Chriſt with all their, 
piritual and eternal Concerameats, 
lot only with their Sculs; but with 
H their 
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their Subſtance; not only with thei ext, - 
Goods, but with their Graces: Inge ab 
Word, not only with their Holineſghm”'te 
there, but with their Happineſs here \poſtle 
after. Tre Liſe which le) live in tl Judge 
Fleſh, is by the Fauth of the Sen of Gudſpon C 
Gal. 20. 20. They reſt and ſtay uponpands, ! 
him for a perfect Righteouſneſs, that v 
zuſtifie them. for a Fulneſs of Grace pirit, 
to ſanctifie them, and for a Sufficicic) and t 
of Strength to enable them for everſgall ? 
good Word ard Work. Every juÞr 4 W 
Man doth live by Faith, that is, ace, © 
truſts all his ſpiritual a and eternal Conde, be 
cerns in the Hands of Chriſt. By Fait he Pre 
he clerives from Chrift all the Grace Hug to 
wants here, and ſecures all the Glo the | 
neceſiary, to make nf happy here 9 COMT 
after. In the Lord (let the Churehferns in 
have I Fightenu/meſs and Str encth, What e kept 
ever is necctlary to Maintain their 5) ance 
ritual Lite in this World, and to cone ©! 

pleat and perfect itin the next, the tehty 

do heartily depend upon Chriſt fo! hte?! 
Theſe Things duly contider'd, plain tor fe 
demonſtrate, that Chriſt is the Obie be t 
of a Believer's Truſt, _ P himſ 
3. That Believers in Jiuſtino CI l 
with theſe Thing, have erte Ey ve to offi %. 
Day of Judgement; o had St 7on! ines tr 
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ith therMext, And am perſiraded (ſaith he) that 
es: Ines able to Frep that Thing which I have 
Holineſhmmited to him againſt that Day. The 
eſs herc 
de in th 
; of Gul 


f ſudgement, and therefore he depended 
poa Chriſt for the Truſt put into his 


ay upoÞaads, unto the Commencing of this Day. 
7 Vhat would it ſignifie to begin in the 


nets, 00 
ot race 
athcicno 
or ever 
very jul 


pirit, and end in the Fleſh, to put our 
and to God's Plongh, if we look back 
gain? what will it avail us, to run well 
or a while, if we become weary of our 
at is, hace, either fitting down, or turuing a- 
mal Confide, before we have obtain'd the Prize? 
By Faitlſf he Promiſe of a Crown of Lite, doth he- 
race h@Þ28 to none, but to ſuch as are faithful 
he Glo the Death; and therefore, Believers 
DY herd commit themſelves, and all cheir Con- 
Churebferns into Chrict's Band, that they may 
W hate kept ſzic by him to his Second Ap- 
their Sparauce, when he will come WIC great 
1 to confſower and Glory, and Witt ail his 
ext, the üehty Angels, io judge the Word in 
rift fotiehteoufneis. What the Apoſtle pray- 
d for for the The fulcnians, 1 The. 5. 33. 
hat he truſted in Chrift for, in reference 
himſelf; I pray God, mur who's Se, 
e ⏑teü 
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they may be preſented without Spot ot 
Guilt, and conſequeatly acquitted, and 
diſcharged by the Judge at that Day, 
Believers truſt. Chriſt with their Bodies, 
that they may be.cleanſed from Sin, and 
made Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs here, 
that they may be raiſed up by his Al. 
mighty Power at the lat Day, and then 
be ſpirityalized, changed and conformed 
to Chriſt's glorious Body. Pl. 3. 21, 
They truſt Chriſt with their Temporal 
Coneerns, that he may ſanctiſie, bleſs and 
order them in ſuch a manner, as that they 
may be rather a Furtherance, then a 
Hindrance 'to their Preparation ior 
this great Day, and finally they tru 
Chriſt with their ſpiritual Concerns, de- 
pending, upon his Bleſſing of all th 
Means of Grace, that they may furthe 
The Salvation of their Souls, which other 
wiſe would be unprofitable, and relying 
upon his gracious Influences, in order ti 
their Perſeverance and Growth in Grace 

till they come to the Perfection of it i 
Glory. Having now ſeen, that Believer 
do repofe a Truſt in Christ, relating tt 

the Day of Judgement, 1 ſhatl conſider. 
4. Chriſi' Acceptance of it It will b 


no Advantage to us, to put our Truſt i 
him, to commit our ſelves and our At 
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fairs to his Inſpection, Care and Direction; 
if he will not take the Truſt upon himſelf ;- 
but peremptorily refuſes to be concern 4 
about it. Whatever Confidence we do 
place in him, 'tis groundlets it he approves 
it not; He can't be our Truſtee without 
his voluntary and free Content z'tis neceſ- 
ſary, therefore, for us to know, that Chriſt 
is more w ling to accept our Truſt, than 
we are to commit it to him And that he 
is ſo, will appear, if we conſider. 

1. The Commands that he hath laid na- 
on us to truſt ia him, and to put our 
ſelves, and all our Afftics into his Hand. 
Look unte me (ſaith he) all ve Frias of the 
Earth, and be ſaved. IIa. 457 1 Ye bs - - 
lie ve in God ( ſaid the bleſſed Jeſus) be- 
linde alſo in me. John 1.4.1. All thoſe Pre- 
cepts in S<riptare, that require n3* co 
come to Chit: t, to receive agditced up 241 
kim, to believe in: and ref on him, plaizzy. 
demonſtfate; that tis the Will o Chriit, 
thit we ſhould mike him our Truttooc iK. 
the Matters of our Salvation. Aud if 
Chriſt death command us, and igvite us 
to truſt in him, we may be ſire he will 
accept of it, and will anſwer the I ruit 
repoſed in him; for to do otherw:rc, 
would be to mock his Creature which 
s no way conlifteat with his Holncls, 

Grace 


) 


True C hriſtians know 


150 
Grace and Mercy. He never ſaith to th 
Houſe of Jacob ſeek ye my Face, or tri} 
in me in vain. | ; 

2. The Promiſe that Chriſt hath mad 
to ſuch as truſt in him, 1s a plain Demon 


ſtration of his Acceptance. He wou! 
never make Promiſes to encourage or 
Truſt in him, if he had no Deſign to un 
dertake and anſwer it. He hath promiſe 
Blefledneſs to ſuch as truſt in him, P/al 
40. 4. Bleſſed is that Mau, that maketh t 
Lord his Truſt, &c. He may truſt in e 
ther Things, and be diſappointed, and 

miſerable for ever; but he that truſtet 
in the Lord, ſhall have all the Good 

depends upon him for, all the Good th 
is neceſſary to make him eternally ha 
- py. Such as truſt in the Lord are unde 
the Promiſe of Safety, they havean A 
mighty God to protect and defend the 
ſal. 125. 1. They that truſt in the Lo 
ſhall. be as Mount Sion, wich Cannot be rd 
moves, lu abiceth for ever, Chriſt ha 
promiſed, that he ni not cañt out ſuch 

come uito him. John 6. 37. That he th 
lelie veth in hin ſhall never periſh. John 3.1 
Come unto me (ſaith he) 4 ye that labs 

and are hearty laden, and I will give you Re 
If any Man thirſt, iet him Come unto me 4 


drin. John 7. 37. All which E xpreſſio 
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do plainly ſignific his Willingneſs to ac- 
cept the Truſt, that Believers ſhall com- 
mit unto him. They need not be afraid 
to caſt themſelves, and their all upon | 
Chriſt, for God hath ſaid, Berold I lay 
in Sion, « chief Corner-ſtone, elect, precious, 
and he hath belie veth on him ſhall not be con- 


for the firſt General Head, that every 
true Believer makes Chriſt his [I ruſtee 
in the Matters of his Salvation relating, 
to the great Day. 

Secondly, I come now in the Second 
Flace to give yon the Reaſons of the 
Doctrine, or to ſhew, hy every true 
Chriſtian makes Chrift his Truſtee in the 
Concerns of his Soul, relating to this Day. 
He does it, 

1. Becauſe he is ſenſible, that they 
cannot be ſafe in any other Hands. 
He knows that he cannot keep them, 
and that no Creature or Creatures 
in Heaven or Earth, are capable to ſe— 
eure them. Ie is convinced of his own 
loability to protect himſelf, and: to do any 
Thing that is truly good. He knows 
that the Way of Man is not in himſelf, 
he has not Wiſdom eyough to direct his 
Path, or Strength enough to go in it. 
That Mag, hath deftroyed himſelf, but 

H 4 an- 


152 True Christians know 
cannot deliever and ſave himſelf. A true 
Believer is ſenſible, that if God ſhould 
leave him to himſelf, he ſhould quickly 
raine and undo Eimſelf. That he is not 
fu fficient of himſelf to ſpeak a good Word, 
or think a good Thought, that he is com- 
paſſed about with many Enemies. A Body 
_of Sin and Death. within him, and the 
Devil and the World without him; ſeek- 
ing continually the Deſtruction of his 
Soul. 1 Pet. 5. 8. And hath no Might, 
no Power of his own, to reſiſt and keep 
them, and conſcquently mult periſh for 
ever, if he be not ſecured by a ſtronger 
Arm than his own. And as he himſelf 
enn he no proper Guardian of his own 
Terſon and Grace; ſo he is convinced 
that all other Perſons beneath Chriſt, are 
Phyſicians of no Value, and are too weak 
and too unworthy to take ſo great a 
Charge as this upon them. Acts 4. 12. 
Neither is there Salvation in any other, 
for there is none other Name under Heaven 
given among Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, 
The Believer is made ſenſible, that his 
Soul and Body, all his Spiritual, and E- 
ternal Concerns, will unayoidably mil- 
carry for ever without a Keeper, and 
that no one is capable of ſuch an Office 
as this, but Jeſus Chrilt, and. therefore, he 
15 
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is diſpos'd to make Chriſt his Truſtee, in 
che Matters of his Salvation relating to 
the great Day. 

2. Every true Believer makes Chriſt 
his Truſtee, becauſe he knows, that he is 
ſufficiently able to diſcharge the Truſt 
that ſhall he committed ro him. This 
was the Reaſon why the Apoſtle Paul did 
entruſt the bleſſed Jeſns with his greateit 
Concernments. 1 am pe ſwaded (ſaith he) 
that he is able to beey that I je commit- 
ted to him againſt that Dy. He can do it 
effectually, and there is no one that can 
do it heudes him; All Power in Heaven 
and Earth is put into his Hand, All his 
Pecple's Enemies are uuder his Fect, 
v herefore he is able to fave them to the 
utter moſt, that come to God by him. Heb. 
7. 25. He hath an Almighty Arm, and 
all the Saints are lep! by his mighty Power, 
tho” Fait) uito Salvation. 1 Pet. 1. 5. My 
Sheep ( ſaith Chriſt ) bear wy Voice, and 1 
know them, ana they follom mee AA I: gi ve 
unto themeternal Life, and they (hall ne ver 
periſh; nei her ſhall any Men pluck them 
aut my Had, Joha 10 28, 29, We 
can't keep our ſelves, but Chriſt can 
keep us; and there ore we fold put 
our ſelves into his aud, who is ave to 
lee us from jailting,,nd ts prefent us fault le,, 
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before the Preſence of his Glory with ex- 
ceeding Joy. Jude, ver. 24. 

3. Believers make Chriſt their Truſtee 
becauſe they know he is willing, yea, 
hath promiſed to accept their Truit. It 
ſignifies nothing, to repoſe a Truſt in 3 
Perſon, that is neither willing to accept 
it, nor able to diſcharge it; but no 
ſuch Obje&ion can be made againſt our 
\cliance upon Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe he 
hath both Power and Will, to anſwer 
the Confidence that we have in him. 
Hence the Keeper of 7/-ael is one of the 
excellent Names given to him in Scrip 
tures, Pal. 121. 4. 5, Behold he tha 
keepeth Iſrael, neither flumbers, nor ſleeps, 
The Lord is thy Keeper, the Lord is th 
Shaae upon thy rig ht Hand. He will tee 
him in periecl Peace, whoſe Mind is Stay 
on him. Iiſa. 26. 3, He that commit 
himſelf and his Concerns to Chriſt 


with a ſtaid and. a fixed Mind, ſhall 


be kept in a State of Feace and Amit 
with Goc, and {ſhall enjoy a great dex 
of inward Peace and Satisfaction in hi: 
own Conſcience too. O! bow great i 
thy Goodneſs ({aith the Pſalmiſt) hic 
thou haſt laid up for them that {ear thee 
mh;ch thou haſt mreught for them that tri 
in thee, beſtre the dens of Aden, T be 
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ſhall hide them in the ſecret of thy Preſenc® 


7 * . i | 
ith ex om the Pride of Man: Thou ſhalt keeP 


7 them ſecretly in a Pavilion from the Strife 

* of Tozones. Pſal. 31. 19, 20. And if they 
- Rr ſhall be kept from the leffer Evil, 
N much more ſhall they be ſecur'd from 
\ ACCep: the greater; if they ſhall be hid from 
a the Pride of Man, they may be allu— 
aft om red, that they ſhall be deliver from 
Sul - i the ruining Attempts of Sin and datan. 
anſwer The Apoſtle Par! declares, that Chrilt 
n him obliged in point of Faithfulnets, to 
of thel keep {uch as have committed thein= 
| Scrip ſelves, and their Affairs to him. 
he tha - Theſſ. 3+ 2 But tlie Lord . 4 Hul, wes 
 fleeps, ſhall eſtabliſh 7 and keep you from evil, 
4. So that you lee, Believers have very 
vill kee good Reaſon to make Chriſt their 
'5 Hay Ir uſtee in all their Concernmeats, be- 
ommitſ cauſe that otherwiſe they cannot be 
Chriſt date, no one is capable ot diſcharging 
1 ſuch a Truſt, but he, and he 1s ſuffi- 

5 ciently able, and willing to accept and 
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SERMON IV. 
O N 
a Tim. I. Latter Part of Ver. 12. 


— For I kxow whom I have belie vd, 
and I ain perſwaded, that he is able 
to keep that which I haus committed 
unto him againft that Day. 


FT Aving in ſome former - Diſcourſes 
finiſh'd the three firſt Doctrines, 
that which I ſhall now ſpeak to, is, 


Doct. 4. That all true Brlievers, who 
have made Chriſt their Truſtee, 1:4) 
be aſſur'd, that he will keep them 
and their Concerns ſafe, to the Da 


of Tudgment. 


This is a Truth of very great Im 
rtance, to the Peace and Comfort 
of all true Believers; for what Satis- 
faction and Quierneiſs can they have, 
th21r Concern; 
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are in ſafe Hands: If their Concerns 
were in. their own Hands, or in the 
Hands of Men, they might miſcarry; 
but being committed to the Care of 
Jeſus Chriſt, they are ſecure and can- 


not be loſt. That is very uncomfor- - | 


table Doctrine, which teaches a falling 
from Grace, that a Man may 


the Devil to Morrow, that he may 
be the Obje& of God's Love one Day, 
and the Object of his Wrath another; 
be juſtify'd now and condemn'd here- 
after. If this were true, what a mi- 
ſerable Condition were we all in; who 
that has any Value tor his Soul, and 
for his future Happineſs, could be ea- 
ſie if he knew. that they lay at ſuch 
Uncertainties. M-n would have bur 
ſmall Encouragement to Diligence in 
God's Fervice, it after all, their Labour 
might be in vain and fruitleſs: Men 
love to have their ferſons, and their 
Intereſts fate in this World, and are 
reſtleſs when they imagine any Dan- 
ger threatens them, till they have ſe- 
cured them. *Tis ſtrange, therct. re, 
that any ſhould be fo great Ane mies 
to their ſpiritual Comfort and Ha ppi- 
nels, as to entertain Notions deſtructiue 
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158 Tue Chriſtians know 
of the Safety of their beſt Concern. 
ments. Blefled be God, every true Be- 
liever may ſay, I know in whim I have 
belie vd, and am perſwaded that he is able 
to keep that which 1 have committed to 
him againſt that Day. © 
Believers, as you have heard, have 
put their Concerns into Chriſt's Hand, 
He has accepted ot the Truſt, and is 
fully able to diſcharge it; what then 
can render them unlafe, what ſhould 
they be afraid of, if Chriſt be for them, 
who can be againſt them? If he be 
their Truſtee and their Guardian, what 
can ruine them ? The great. Diſhculty 
lies in prevailing with our ſelves, to 
repoſe a Truft in Chriſt ; but if this be 
truly done, and we have actually, and 
regularly made Chriſt our Truſtce, we 
may rejoyce in the Midit of the greateſt 
Diſkculties and Trouhles, by confider- 
ing that our beſt Concerns are etern [ly 
ſure and ſafe. If Chriſt hath under- 
taken to keep us, and is able per- 
form all that he underto bes. id 
hinder our being kepr on | 
great Day ? Nothir; 
to obſtruct it, hut 
this, indeec!, « 
Chriſt, we c. 
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bleTed be God, we 


have no Reaſon to be concern'd about 
this, for he can no more ceaſe to be 
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upon him. But, 


faithful, than he can ceaſe to exiſt. 
He may as well deny himſelf, as fal- 
ſifie his Truſt to us Tis true, among 
Men, a Perſon may undertake a 1 
and be able to perform it, and 
thro' Perfidiouſneſs wilfully violate O 
All are not faithful to their Truſt in 
doing what they onght, and what they 
have promiſed, tho” they are able to ac- 
compliſh it: But, Thanks be to God, 
we have not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt 
of the Faithfulneſs of our dear Re- 
on as w1ll appear, if you conſider, 
That his Truth and Faithfulncſs 
is e e aſlerted in Holy Scrip- 
ture. In the Old Teſtament we read, 
that Righteouſneſs ſhall be the Girdle of bs 
Loins, and Faithſulneſs the Girdle of his 
Reins. Ia. 11. 5. He is call'd in the 
New Teſtament a faithful High Hrie ſt, 
Heb. 2. 17. Wherefore in all Tings, it 
behoved him to be made like unto his Rrethe 
ren, that he might be a merciful and 4 
faithful High-Prieft, in Things pertaining 
19 God, oO M3 he Reconc;i: 470 for the Sins 
ef the People, He proc! Nane his Mercy 
in nadertaking fucha Truſt, and he 
USCAUTES us Faithfulngels in accompliſh- 
18g 
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ſhing it. He is in Rev. 1. f. calld 7 
Faithiul Witneſs, and he hath this Title 


given him in ſundry Reſpeas. (1.) In 


that he hath faithfully declared the 
Will of the Father to Men, 3 
what God hath required of them, anc 
what is to be do& by them in order 
to Salvation. (2.) He is made the 
faithful Witneſs, and he hath faith- 
fully diſcharg*d the Work of our Re- 
demption committed to him by the 
Father. He was farthful (ſaith the A» 
poſtle) rw him that cpp:inted him. Hieb. 
3. 2 That is, to God the Father, who 
entruſted ' him with the Work of re- 
deeming loſt Sinners, and he is faiths 
ful to Believers in dilcharging their 


Truſt, and in fulfilting the Promiles. 


he hath made ta them. Heb. 10, 23. 
He :« fairb hat provuled. And in John 
1. 14. He is lat to be 7! of Grace and 
Tru O. ei the Wey, the Truth and the 
Li. lohn 14.6. Ine Truth is in 


hin, and he is in ths Truth. He is 


the Tcuth, as it is oppoſite to Hypo- 
criſie, to Error, and to ing. He is 
t. e Truth cfiintiatliy, v5 is one with 
ti: Father, the God of irath: He is 
D etEciently, as by him atone, the 
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He is ſo Subſtantially, in Oppoſition to 
the Types and Shadows of the Old 
Teſtament; for in him dwells the . 
of the Godhead bodily : And he is ſo Su 
jectively, as his Perſon is the great 
Repolitory of all that Sacred Truth, 
that relates to the Saving Knowledge 
of the Bleſſed God, and as he is faithful 
in anſwering the Truſt commirted tg 
him by God and Man. Now if theſe 
Aflertions concerning Chriſt, be duly 
conſiderd by us, we ſhall find no 
Cauſe to diſtruſt his Faithfulneſs. 

2. Conſider Chriit as God, and 'tis 
impoſſible that he ſhould be unfaithful, 
that he ſhould either neglect, or be- 
tray the Truſt committed to him. As 
he is God, Truth is his very Eſſence, 
and therefore he can no more ceaſe to 
be true, than he can ceaſe to be God. 
An unfaithful God is a Contradiction 
m Terminis. Tis impoſſible for God to 
lye, ſaith the Apoſtle Heb. 6. 18. That 


iwo immutable Things, in which it was 
mpoſſivle for God to lye, we might have 4 
ſong Conſolation, who have fled for Refuge 
o lay hold on the Hope ſet before us. Hea- 
en and Earth ſhall paſs away, but not 
ne Title of his Word, till all be ful- 
bled. 

3. Con- 


_— — 
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3. Conſider that if. Chriſt ſhould be 
unfaithful to the regular Truſt of Be- 
lievers, he muſt neceſſarily violate the 
Truſt committed to him by God the 
Father. For as Believers put them- 
ſelves into the Hand. of Chriſt, to be 
kept by him to Salvation: So the Fs 
ther hath given them to Chriſt tco 
and expects that he ſhould preſerve 
them to his Heavenly Kingdom. Chi. 
is entruſted both by God and Saint: 
with the ſame Concernment, and cor 
ſequently cannot faliifie his Truſt t. 
the latter, without doing the ſame t 
the former, and therefore we may | 
ſatisfy'd, that our regular Conßdene 
in him ſhall never be diſappointed. 

4. The more difficult part of t 
JTruſt committed to him is alread 
diſcharged, and what remains to 
done, is much lets than what h 
been; and therefore we may conclud 
that he who has been faithful int 
greater, will not be falſe in the le 
The Redemption of loſt Man by Jet 
Chriſt, conſiſts of two Parts. 

(1-) Of Impetration. And (2. 
Application. That of Impetration 
finiſned on the Croſs; that of App 
cation will not be compleated till 
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Conſum mation of all Things. The for- 
mer could not be effected, but in 
a State of Humiliation; the latter 
is carried on by him, in a State of 
Exaltation and Redemption. As to 
Impetration, that was per form'd imme- 
diately by his own Perſon alone. He only 
trod the Wine-preſs of his Father's 
Wrath. His Soul was made an Offe- 
ring for Sin. When he had by himſelf pur- 
ged our Sins, (ſaith the Apoſtle) he /ate 
down on the right Hand of the Majeſty on 
high. Heb. 1.3. But Redemption as to 
Application, he tranſaas by his Spirit, 
Now he is in a State of Glory, His Sut- 
ſerings are now at an End, and there 
remains no more Sacrifice for Sin. But 
he 1s daily reaping the Fruit of his La- 
bours, and receiving the Travel of his 
Soul; and therefore we may be aſſur'd, 
He will not be unfaithful to God, to 
himſelf, and to Believers, in neglecting 
to finiſh what he has fo happily begun. 
And we may more eaſily be carry'd on 
in the Application of it, than it could 
be begun, and promoted in a Way of 
I mpecration. 

3. Chriſt cannot be unfaithful to the 
Truſt he hath receiv'd from God, and 
from Believers; For if he ſhould be ſo, 

he 
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he would loſe the Benefit of all that he 
done and ſuffer'd for their Sakes. What 
he hath done, and what he hath en- 
dur'd, will he inſignificant and fruit- 
leſs, if he negle&s the Application of 
it, or if the Concerns of ſuch as believe 
in him, ſhould finally miſcarry. Chrift 
as you have heard was God's Servant 
in the Work of Redemption, and God 
promiſed him a Reward for his Service, 
that his Labour ſhould not be in vain, 
that he ſhould not obey, and ſuffer, 
bleed and dye for nothing. The Fa- 
ther promiſed him, that he ſhould ſee 
of the Travel of his Soul, and be ſatisſy d; 
that he ſhould ſce his Seed, and the Plea- 
ſure of the Lord ſhould proſper in his Hand, 
Ila. 53.10, 11. There is a particular 
Glory, due to Chriſt, as he is the Sa- 
viour of Sinners. This the Father pro- 
miſ.d him as a Reward of his Suffe— 
rings; but he cannot claim it if his Ser- 
vices he not finiſhed; and if any of 
thoſe Souls ſhould periſh, that the Fa- 
ther hath given to him to redeem and 
ſave; If he ſhould be unfaithtul'to his 
Truſt, and not keep the Concerns ot 
Believers ſafely to the Day of Judg- 
ment; the Pleaſure of the Lord would 
not proſper in his Hand, and conle- 
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quently he could not ſee of the Travel 
of his soul and be ſatisfied: Yea, his 
Mediatory Crown and Kingdom, 
which depends upon the Execution of 
the 1 ruſt committ-d to him would be 
utterly Joſt. Has the hlefled Jeſus 
been made Fleſh, and dwelt amon 
us, has he labour'd and ſuffer'd been 
abaſed and obedient to the Death, to 
redeem a People unto God, and to 
purchaſe to himielt a peculiar People 
zealous of good Works; and has he, in 
ſome meaſure, made Application of 
this Redemption to any ot your Souls, 
and took the Charge of them upon 
himſelf, you may be ture, he will not 
loſe the Honour of what he hath made 
by a future Unfaithfulneſs, or by the 
not pertorming What doth yet remain to 
be done tor you, in order to your Paſ- 
ſ.ge to Eternal Glory. So much of 
the firſt Head, that the Faithfulneſs 
of Chriſt, yields fuſficient Security to 
Believers, that he will keep them, and 
their Concerns late to the Day of Jud g- 
ment. | ſhall briefly mention two Ar- 
guments more to * Conhrm this Doc- 
trine. $99 

2. Chriſt will keep Believers and 
their Concerns lafe to the Day of Judg- 


ment, 


2 © A . - 
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ment, becauſe of the intimate Union 
there is between himſelf and them. They 
are a part of himſelf, He is in them, 
and they are in him. He is the Root, 
and they are the Branches. He is the 
Foundation, and they are the Building, 
He is their Husband, and they are his 
Spouſe. Ina Word, He 1s their Head, 
and they are his Members, tho' not 
of his Natural, yet of his Myſtical 
Body. The Blefled Spirit is the Bond 
of Union on Chriſt's pazt, a living 
Faith is the Bond of Union on their 
part. Eph. 3. 17. That Chriſt may dwell in 
your Hearts by Faith. Now, we may he 

ſure, Chriſt will not loſe any Thin 

of that, which 1s ſo intimately Wale 
ro him. Rom. 8. 1. There ts no Conde m- 
nation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, &c. 
He lives for ever himſelf, and they be- 
ing in him, muſt live alſo: Hence all 
true Saints are {aid to be prefervec in 
Chriſt Jeſus; Chriſt's Myſtical Body 
can't be defective, as to one Member, 
one Joint, that doth belong to it. As 
he will not have a Monitrous, fo not a 
mutilated Body in Heaven, Father (ſaid 
he when on Earth,) Imi, that they alſo 
whom thou haſt given me, may be with me 


where I am, that the) may behold ny Clory. 
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John 17. 24. From this intimate U- 
nion between Chriſt and . Believers, 
there doth ariſe a Complication of In- 
tereſts; they havea Ticle to him, to 
his Righteouſneſs, his Satisfaction, his 
Blood, his Grace, Spirit, and Kingdom; 
and he hath a Propriety in them, and 
all that is theirs; they are his Jewels, 
his Treafures, his Heritage, given to 
him by the Father, as a Reward for 
his Service; and therefore we may be 
fure, he will preſerve and keep them 
to his Heavenly Kingdom. 

3. Chriſt will keep Believers ard 
their Concerns ſafe to the Day of Judg- 
ment, becanſe he ever hves to make 
Interceſſion for them. This is one ef the 
Apoſtles Arguments, which he often 
ules to confirm this Truth, Heb. 7. 25. 
He is able to ſave them to the utter moſt, 
hit com: unte God by hin, ſeeing ha ever 
liver: to make Interceſſton for then ? 7 


as if the Apollle had ſaid, Chriſt hath 


Fulneſs of Power, 2s Mlediator, to pre— 
ſerve his People and their Concerns in 
Safety; but Suppole he had not strength 
enough of bis own for this purpole, 
yet it we conſider, how: he engages the 
Almighty Powebof God che Father on 
his Side, that he is al ways interceeding 

for 
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for Believers, and that the Father al- 
ways hears his Prayers, and accepts 
his Interceſſion; we may be wholly 
aſſurd of his Ability to fulfill his 
Truſt, and that all who come to him 
ſhall be ſav'd to the utmoſt. If Belie- 
vers fin againſt God, they have a po- 
tent Advocate in the Court of Heaven 
to plead their Cauie. and to compoſe 
the Differences that on that Account 
may ariſe, hetween God and them, 
1 John 2. 1. My little Childrer, theſe Things 
write I unto you, that ye ſin not; and if 
any) Man fin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the rightecus. In 
that ſolemn Prayer of Chriſt, re corded 
in John 17. which he made the Night 
before- his Crucifixion, we find him, 
particularly, again and again, recom- 
mending the Preſervation of his Peo- 
ple to the Care of God. Ver. 11. And 
now I am no more in the World, but theſe 
are in the World, and I come to thee, Ho- 
ly Father, keep through thine own Name, 
thoſe whom thou haſt given me, that they 
may be one as we are one. And again, Ver. 15, 
I pray not that t hon ſhouldeſt take them out 


of the World, but that thu ſhouldeſt keep 
them from the evil. And as Chriſt pray'd 
for his People here upon Earth, ſo as 

you 
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you have heard, he isalwavs interceed- 
ing for them in Heaven, and his In- 
terceſſion is an infallible Ground of 
Security to them, that both their Per- 
ſons and their ſpiritual Concerns ſhall 
be kept ſafe to the Day of Judgment. 
Many other Things might have been 
mention d, to illuſtrate and confirm 
this Truth, but what hath been ſpo- 
ken is {ufhcient 5 and therefore I ſhall 
dilmiſs this Point, and pals to the fifth 
Doctrine. ” 
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with admirable Delight and Love. The 
Confideration of the Love of God in 
Chriſt, to them, macte them ſtudy what 
to render back again to him. Fſalm 
103. 1 2. 
e Happineſs 
the Jait Day, made every Command 
of God eaſie to them, and caus'd them 
to run the Way of his Precepts with 
Eereat Delight. Ve are Conficent, F {ys 
and mil ing rather to be abſent frem the 
Bocv, 4 to be 77 reſent rh the Lord. 
hene ſore we labour, tit whether preſent or 
abſent, we may be accepted « of him. 2 Cor. 
5. 8, 9. The Comfortable Praſpect he 
had of the other World, made him 
N active for God in this. 

2. A Profpe& of the great Day made 
the primitive Saints patient and coura- 
gious, faithful and joy ful, in their 
greateſt Sufferings here below. The 
bel; teving Hebrems took joy ful y the 
Spoiling of their Goods, as knowing 
that they had in H<aven a better, and 
more enduring Subſtance. Heb. 10. 34. 
12 which Canis we faint not (ſaich the 
Apoſtle Paul) vur 155 Dur outward Aan 
periſh, yet the inwwd Au is rervewed Day 
ty Day. Well, bur what was the Cauſe 
they were lo couragious in LF Luſt 
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ings? This you have in the following 


Verſe. Fur our light Affliction, which 15 
but for a Moment, worketh for us a far 


more excceding and eternal Weight of Glery, 
They had a delightful View of the 
Happinets of the other World, and this 
ſupported them wonderfully under the 
Troubles of this. 

3. A comfortable Fore- ſight of the Day 
of Judgment, made the primitive Chriſti. 
ans to expect, and long for the Com 


mencihg of it. They could think of 


this great Day without Terror and A 
mazement. The Wicked can't reflect 
on it, without Horror and Aſtoniſh 
ment, they wiſh that it may neve- come 
but the Godly of old had ſuch a Viey 
of it, in reference to their perfe ſo 
and Happineſs, as that they earneſt! 
long for the Approaches of it. Tin 
2.13. Looking for that bleſſed tide, ani 
the olvrious Aprearins of the gent God 
ana our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, I his gres 
Day, which, to impenitent Sinners, i 
the Ground of inexpreſſible Anguill 
and Perplexity, was to them the Ob 
ject ot their greateſt Hope; becaul 
they expected then to be put into th 
Poſiefſion ef all the good that is need 
ful, to make them fully and 1 
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blefled. Seeing then (ſaith the Apoſtle 
peter) that all theſe Things ſhall be diſſilv'd, 
what manner of Perſons onent we to be in all 
holy Cin der { «tion and Gealmel; 5 lei fer 
wid haſtning to the Coming of tre Day of God. 
2 Pet. 3. 11, 12, They were ſo far from 
putting off this, that they looked for it, 
and ſo far from runaing from it, as that 
they haſten to it. 

4. A comforcahle Proſpect of this great 
Day, bln them with a reviving Hope 
concerning it. There were 1%viny of 
them perſecuted and abuſed, reproach'd 
and trampied under Foot, but a Fore»: 
tight of the Day of Judgment fils them 
with refreſhing Hopes of obtaining 
great and glorious Things at that Day. 
T:t. 1. 2. An Hypocrite may have 
Hope for a Time, but'cis vain and periſh». 
ia g, becaule it hath no firm Founda- 
tion to ſtand upon, the 17 pe of Hvp:- 
rites will periſh At [2},, Jobs. 13. Death, 
like a ßeſom, Lu eps away all their 
Cobweb Hopes und Fancies. Tae Wicked: 
(lnityn YO 6144 44 ) driven 4 61.18 c- 
e47e/s, but tt K gintegs Hath HH pe 9 Ss 
De ath. Prov. 14. 32. They have a Chriit 
in them, to u hom, They are intimately 
united by Faith, who is the Foundation 
oi their Hope of Ecernal Glory. 

LS s. And 
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5. And Laſtly, A Comfortable Fore» 
fight of the Day of Judgment fill'd the 
primitive Chriſtians with unſpeakable 
Joy and Gladneſs. By whom ( laith the 
Apoſtle, i. e. by Chriſt, we have Acceſs 
ty Frith, ito the Grace wherein we ſtand, 
ai: rejoyce in hope of tire Co of Ged, 
Rom. 5. 2. In whom ( 1laith St. Peter) 
tho" now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye re- 
J yce with Fry unſpeakable, and full of Glory, 
Hence They could glory in Tribulation, 
triumph in their Sufferings, and fing in 
the very Flames. A View of the Hea- 
venly Glory, and of the Blefledneſs 
they ſhall enter upon at the Day of 
Judgment, took away the Senſe of pre- 
tent Sufferings and hIVd them with un- 
expreſſible Delight and Pleaſure. And 
wat is record of the Saints of old, in 
reference to this Matter, doth in ſome 
meaſure belong to all the Saints: 1 ncy 
have all a juit Right to reflect upon 
that greet Day, vith a great deal of 
Comfort, and tho ſome are in Heav1- 
nels for a Sea ſon, 'tis thro' the Preva- 
lence of Unbelier, oy whichthe ir future 
Happ'neſs is kid, ard veiled from their 
Eyes. Eut every Believer hath a ſure, 
and a juit Foundation tor his Joy in 
God, 
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God, in reference to the Day of Judg- 
ment. But whence is it, that Saints in 
all Ages of the World, have ſuch a com- 
fortable Proſpect of the laſt Day? Jan- 
ſwer, It is becauſe they have made 
Chriſt their Truſtee, in the Concerns 
of their Souls, relating to it, and they 
ho have ſo done, and are perſwaded 
that they have done it, may reflect up- 
the Day of Judgment, with a great deal 
of Satisfaction and Delight. For 

(1.) Hereby they may be aflur'd, that 
they ſhall hold on in the Way of Righ- 
teouſneſs, unto the End, and never 
finally miſcarry in their Journey hea- 
ven-ward. Job. 17. 9. Tre righterus 4 


ſhall held on his Way, and he that hats clean 


Hands ſhall be ſlronger and ſtronger. We 
muſt not think, that the Perieverance 
of the Saints, doth depend upon their 
(yn inherent Graces, For if Adam in 
Faradice, and many of the Angels, tho? 
they were made upright, and had a per- 
et Holineſs put into their Natures 
id made Shipwrack of their Integrity, 
and rebelled againſt God: What do 
yon think Saints on Earth, who are 
but imperfectly holy, would do, if left 
to themlelves, their Progreſs in Holi- 
neſs, Perſeverance in Grace to the End, 

I 4 depends, 
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depends upon their Union with Chriſt, 
and their having commitred themſelves 
and their Concerns to him, to be kept 
by him to the great Day. 45 Sheep 
(ſaith Chriſt) are in my Hand, and none 
ſhall pluck them thence. They have made 
Chriſt, their Truſtee, and therefore, 
"need not doubt of thcir Perſeverance 1n 
Grace. The Father hath committed them 
to Chriſt, and they have commutted 
themſelves to him; and therefore, may 
lay Claim to all the Promiſes, and par- 
ticularly to thoſe that refer to their E- 
ſtabliſnment ia Grace. God hath ſaid, 
J will write my Law in their Hearts, aud 
wt my Fear into their inward parts, aud 
they [hall not depart from me. And they 
o arc peſwaded that they are inChriſt, 
may ſay with the Apoſtle Paul, I am pe;- 
ſwader, thai neitler Death nor Life, nor 
Ancei:, nor Principalities, nor Powers, 10r 
Thing, piefent, nor Things to come, nor 
Height, nor Denton, ner any other Crea- 
ture, ſhall be able to ſcparate us from the 
Lowe of God, mhich 8s in Chriſt Jeſus, our 
Lord. Rom. 8. latier end. Tis true, 
many Saints have been afraid, that they 
Mould not hold out to the End, and have 
declar'd that they ſhould, one Day or 
other, periſh by the Hand of Sin and 
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Satan; but then they were not perſwa- 
ded that Chriſt was their Truſtee, or 
that they had by a true ſaving Faith com- 
mitted themſelves unto him: For if they 
had believed this, they would not have 
A Perſwaſion that 
Chrilt is our Truſtce, will be attended 
with a Perſwaſion of our Stability in. 
Grace; and the Conſideration of our Per- 
ſeverance in Grace will give us a com- 
fortable Proſpect of the Day of Judgmear. 
(2.) We may be aſſur'd, that we fhall 
not be ſummon'd by Death to Judgment, 
till we are in ſome meaſure, fitted and- 
pr epared for it. If Chriſt be our Truſtee, 
be will order all our Matters for us well, 
he will not ſuffer us to dye in our Sins, 
neither under the Guilt, nor Power of 
Then we may be aſlird, we 
ſhail go hence 1a the fitteſt Time, when 
it ſhall conduce moſtly to the furtherance 
of God's Glory and our own Advantage. 
Tuou jball come ts thy OH 
in 4 full Age, like as 4 Sock of Corn, 6014- 
eh in bis Seaſon. 
not only fill up the Time Cd hath ap- 
pointed him, but he ſhail al up the 
Time, that is nccellary to hy him tor 
Heaven. He {hall dye in a full Age, when 
he is ride fer Glory, aud tin chen he 15 
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immortal, when Chrift left the World, 
he told the Father, that he had finiſhed 
the Work,he had piven him to do. When 
St. Paul came to die, he could ſay, | 
have fought the goed Fight, I have kept the 
Faith, I have fin ſhd my Conrſe. 2 Tim. 
4. 7. Wicked Men may be faid to dye 
before their Time, Ecclef. 7. 17. Be not 
ever much w.cked, for why ſhouldeſt theu dye 
before thy Time. No Man can dye be- 
fore his appointed Time, but he may 
dye ſooner than he himſelf expected; he 
may not live to the Extent of the Courſe 
of Nature, yea, he may dye, betore he 
be prepar'd for it, which is the ſad Con- 
dition of all ſuch, as live and dye in a 
State of Sin. But every true Believer 
aſl finiſn the Work God hath given 
him to do, e're he be diſolved. He 
fall not be call'd out of this World, till 
he be ready for the other, for his Tin; 
are in the Hand of him, who is his 
Tivſtece in the Matters of his Salvation, 
aud if he be preparcd for Death, aud 
Judgment, he nerd not fear them, yca, 
be may beheld them with Delight and 
Pleaſure. This Conſideration made the 
Apoſtle P:rl, to triunph la the Views ol 
IE-s:th, aid to ay, Llence fert“ there is laid 
for me a Crema of KA geteduſueſe, w al 5 
5 tie 
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the Lord, the righteous Tus ge, will give me in 
that Day. 

3. If Chriſt be our Truſtee, and our 

Concerns are in his Hands, we way be 

aſſur'd of a glorious Reſurrettion to E- 


ternal Life. They who have believ'd in 
Chrift, have the Lord for their God ;. 
and they who have the Lord for their 
God, ſhall be raiſed out of the Duſt at 
the laſt Day: # (faith our Saviour) he 


not the Cod of the dead, but of the living... 


Matth. 22. 32. Chriſt's Reſurection from 
the Grave, is an infallible Demonſtration 
of the happy Reſurrection of all ſuch as 
are united to him. 1 Theſ. 4. 14. For if 
ve believe that Jeſus died, and roſe again, 
even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus, jhall 
God bring with him, When Chriſt de- 
ſcends from Heaven, the Spirits of all 
the Juſt Men and Women made perfect, 
will deſcend with him, and be re-nnited; 
o their former Bodies, after they are 
paſſed under a gracious Change; and. 
When this Corruptible jhall have put en u 


corruption, and this Mortal ſhall have it en 


Immortality, then ſhall be brought to paſathe 
dying that is written, Death is ſwallowed 


% YG Vittory. Chrilt's Reſurrection makes. 


theirs certain and neceſſary, who are in 


im by Faith, for otherwiſe he wouk 
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be an Head without a Body, which notes 
a great Abſurdity, and therefore, he 
hath ſaid, That all his Members ſhall be 
with him, to bchold and ſhare with him 
in his Glory. Chriſt's Death is the Meri- 
torious Cauſe of our Reſurrection, and 
his Reſurrection is the Exemplary Cauſe 
of ours, if we believe in him. Our Com» 
verſation is in Heaven ( ſaith the Apoltle ) 
from whence we look for the Savimur the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, who ſhall change our vile 
Body, that it may ve faſhioned lite auto his 

lorious Body. Phil. 3. 20, 21. Hence 
Chriſt is call'd the Peginn;zgand the Firjf- 
born from the Dead, Col. 1. 18. He is cal- 
led the Beginning, to ſnew that he is the 
meritorious and efficient Cauſe of the 
Reſurrection of the juſt; and is calld 
the Firſt-vorn from ihe dead, to dennte 
that his Re ſurrection is the great Ex- 
emplar of the Saints hercafter. Under 
the Law the Firſt-born did repreſent all 
the other Children, and by the Ranſom 
paid for him, all the reſt of the Chil- 
dren were diſcharg'd aud treed. Chriſt 
is calld alſo, Lee Fi-/t<Fruit; of them 
cha; ſlep. 1 Cor. 15. 20. Now un- 
der the Ao/aice! Diſpeaſation, by th 
Conſecration of the Firit Fruits, al 
tie Corn that jtoogd upon the Groyad 
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pnreap'd was conſecrated too. Tis true, 
the Wicked ſhall be likewiſe raiſed at the 
Day of Judgment; but there will be a 
great Difference between the Reſurrecti- 
on of them and that of Saints; the former 
will be raiſed by Chriſt's Power, but 
the latter by the Virtue of his Merit, and 
of their Union with him; the former rite 
to be puniſhed, but the latter to he re- 
compenced and bleſſed. Chriſt in his 
Reſurrection acted as à Common Perſon, 
as the Repreſeatative of all his Members, 
and therefore, when he roſe from the 
dead, they did all virtually riſe in him, 
Eph. 2.6. And hath raifed us u» '0gethrery 
and made us fit together in he ae. Places 
in Chriſt Jeſus, We are alreidy rais'd in 
Chriſt as our Head, and as our Repre- 
ſenrative, and do even now, fit in Hez- 
ven in Chriſt, who, as our Fore-r1 mer, 
has taken Poſſeſſion of it for vs. Oh! What 
a bleſſed Proſpect may Believers have or 
the laſt Day, who ſnall then obtain a mot 
glorious Reſurrection, as they already have 
a Pledge thereof in the Reſurrection gr 
Chriſt, their bleſſed Head and faichtul 
Truſtee. | 

4 It Chriſt he onr Truſtee, we may 
have a como: table Proſpect of the great 
Day, becauſe thereby we are aſſured that 


le 
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he who then will be our Judge, will be 
alſo our ſpecial and peculiar Friend. Chriſt 
is to be the univerſal Judge of quick and 
dead at the laſt Day. All muſt ſtand 
before the ſudgment-Seat of Chriſt, and 
receive the final Sentence from his Mouth, 
Now, Believers, by committing their 
Truſt to him, make him their beſt and 
ſureſt Friend, John 15. 15. Henceſorth, 


1 call you not Servants, for the Servant 
knowsth not what his Lird doth, but 7 
have called you Friends, And the 


Friendſhip Chriſt bears to ſuch as truſt 
in him is permanent, and cannot be ex- 
tinguiſned. Having loved his own, he 
loved them to the end; or rather 
without end. Oh! Then with whar, 
Comfort may we think of the Day of 
Judgment. If we put our Concerns into 
Chriſt's Hands, then we may know, that 
our Truſtee will be our Judge, and our 
Judge our Cordial Friend. We nave no 
Reaſon to be afraid of being judg'd 
by him, who is our Eternal Friend, and 
hath already given ſuch ample Demon- 
ſtration of it, by laying down his Life 
to fave us, and by putting on us his 

ivhteouſneſs to cover us. 
ou If Chriſt be our Truſtee, we may 
bave a comfortable Proſpect of the 
os Day 
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Day of Judgment; becauſe hereby we 
are affur'd, that we ſhall ſtand in the 
judgment, and be openly acquitted, 
and diſcharged at that Day. Tis not 
agreed, among Divines, whether there 
ſhall be any Accuſation, or Indi&ment 
brought in, againſt the Saints, at the 
General judgment; or, whether there 
ſhall then be any mention made, ef 
the Sins they have committed; but 
this we may be confident of, that hat- 
ever Charge be prefer'd againſt them, 
it ſhall not prevail againſt them. Rom. 
8. 33, 34. ho ſhall lay any thing te the 
Charge of God's Elect? It is God that j uſti- 


geg. Who is he that condemneth ? It is Chriſt 


that died? yea, rather that is riſen again, 
mis eve? at the gt Hand of God, who 
allo m1keth Iuterceſſion for us, Here are 
many ſtrong, and weighry Arguments 
producd by the Apoſtle, to prove, that 
Trere iu Condemngiion ro ther, that are in 
Cor Jeſus, by a lound and living Faith. 
They cannot be coudemn'd, becauſe 
God the Judge of all will juſtiſie them; 
becauſe Chriit the Redeemer. hath laid 
down his Life to fave them; becauſe 
he that died for their Redemption, is 
rilen again, and ever lives to look 
atcer the Application of the Benefits 
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of his Death to them. He is alſo in- 
veſted with Power and Glory, and 
can accompliſn what he deſigns for 
them. And as he is to be their Judge, 
ſo he will alſo be their Advocate to 
plead their Cauſe, and to anſwer eve- 
ry Accuſation that may be framed a- 
gainſt them. And if this be their Caſe, 
well may we fay, O happy, bappy Be- 
lievers, what a blefltd Condition are 
you in, and what a comfortable Pro- 
ſpect may you have of the Day of 
Judgment. 
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— For ] know whom I have believꝰd, 
aud am perf raded, __ 
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Oct. VI. That is pible hat 

a true Believer, may attain to 

a full Perſvaſion in himſelf, that he 
hath made Chrift his Truftee, in the 
Concerns of his Soul, relating to the 


' Day of Tuds ment. 


To make Chriſt our Truſtee, and to 
know that we have done it, are two 
liſtin& Things, that do not always go 
together. Every true Peliever makes 
Chriſt his Truſtee, but cvery true Be- 
liever is not fully perſwaded that he 
hath fo done. Many are aTraid that 


they never truly believ'd in Chriſt, 


never received him, nor gave theme 


ſelves up unto him in Sincerity and 
Truth; but whatever Darkneffes and 
Doubts 
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Doubts Believe:s may paſs under for 
the pre'ent, yet tis poſſible for them, 
to attain to an Aflurance in this Mat- 
ter, that Chriſt is their Truſtee, in the 
Concerns of their Sonls, relating to 
the great Day. 

(1.) That the Holy Scriptures do 
plainly aflert and declare it, they are 
the Words of that infinitely true God, 
who cannot lye, and they ought to be 
the Rule of our Faith and Practice, 
without which, we can never obtain 
right Conceptions of God, nor manifeſt 
ſutable Obedience to him. The <crip- 
tures ſpeak of the Riches of the full A/- 
. ſurance of Underſtanding. Col. 2. 2. and 

the Apoſtle affirms concerning the 
Theſſalonians, that the Goſpel cam nvt 10 
them in Words only, but 44/9 in P.*er, and 
in the Hily Ghoſt, and in much Aſſur aner. 
The Apoftle Pu doth poſitively after, 
that the Things given ws of God may 
be known by us; If we have Grace, 
we may know that we have it. 1 Cor. 
2.12. New we have Yeceived (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) not the Spirit of the ford, but 


the Spirit which is of God, th:t we may 


know the Things that are freely given us of 
Goa. Faith is the Gift of God, An A- 
bility and a Heart to commit our Con- 

cerns 
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cerns to Chriſt, is from the Lord, and 
'tis the Offer of his free and undeſer- 
ved Grace, and- conſequently may be 
known by us. 

(2.) God hath commanded all Belie- 
vers, to labour to obtain this full Per- 
ſwaſion 1 am ſpeaking of; and there- 
fore 'tis attainable. God doth not, in 
the Goſpel, put Men upon Impoſſibili- 
ties. He that gave them the Power 
to believe in Ckrift, can alſo give them 
the Light and Grace, that is neceflary 
to know it. God would not have us 
to reſt ſatisfy'd with the bare Act of 
Believing, but to preſs after a comfor- 
table Reflection on it; yea, to get an 
Aſlurance that we are true Believers. 
. IO, II. Gzve all Diligence, ro 
make your Calling, and your Election ſure, 
or if ye do theſe Things, ye ſhall never fall, 
or an Entrance ſhall be miniflred unto you 
bundartly, into the everlaſting Kingdom of 
wr Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. (1.) 
Here is a Duty enjoyned, and this is to 
de diligent. (2.) Here is the Object of 
his Diligence, the Matter we are 
o be employ'd about; and this is to 
nike ourCalling and our Election ſure : 
ure, not in Reipect of God, for his 
nowledge is infinite , eternal, and 

inlallible, 
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= — - 


188 True C hriflians know 


infallible, and we can add nothing to 
his unerring Wiſdom, and Knowledge; 
but ſure, in reſpect of our ſelves, that 
we may have a ſatisfactory Aſſurance 
of them. (3.) We way here obſerve 


nefits are expreſs'd. Firſt, Calling, and 
then Election. For tho Election, in refe- 
rence to God, precedesVocat ion, and this 
Jatter is the Conſcquent of the former; 
yet in our Endeavour after the Kno- 
ledge of our ſelves, and our In eteſt in 
thele Mercies; we are firſt to con- 
ſider our Vocation, and fo to »icend 
from the Work of Grace in our tearts 
to the Working of Grace in God's Heart; 
for our Love to him is a Reledion of 
his Love on us. (4.) And Laſtly, There 
are two excellent Motives made nie 
of to enforce this Precept on us: wit, 
1. Becauſæ Afyrance is « notable Pre- 
ſervative tom Apmitacy , If ye do thee 
Thins ye fhall never tail. 2. Becaulc 
the allured Ctiſtian ſhall have a hy- 
ful and triumphanc Paſlige from Time 
to Fitecuity: So an Entrance ſhall be 
miftiſtred to you abundagtly into the 
everlaſting Kingdom of jeſus Chris 
A like Exhortation to this 1 have men 
tioned, you have eb. G. 11 us 1 
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deſire that every one of yu Jo fhew the ſame 
Diligence, to the full Aſſurance of Hoe to 
the End. Tlie Bleſſings here recommend- 
ed to our Endeavour are not only 
Hope, but an Aſlurance of Hope, yea, 
a full Aſlurance of Hope; and all this 
to the End : And in Order to the 
obtaining itz a diligent Uie of the 
Means God hath inſtituted, is preſcri- 
bed. I ſhall mention but one Scrip- 
ture more upon this Head, and this 
you may {ind recorded, Heb. 10. 22. 
Let us draw near with a tru> Heart, in full 
Aſſurance of Faith, bavirg cur Hearts 


ſpriulled from mn evil Conſcience, and cur 


Bodies waſhed with pure Vater. That tis 
our Duty to draw nigh to God in all 
his Ordinances, in the Exercile of 
Faith, is an unqueſtionable Truth, be- 
caule With out Furb "tis imp-ſſivle to pleaſe 
Gou, For whatever is not of Faith is 
Sin: But yet this is not an Enters 
tainment ſuſhcient for us, we ſhould 
be preſſing further and further, and 
not reſt till we are enabled to come to 
God, notonly in Faith, but in the full 
Aſturance of it; not only with the di- 
rect Acts, but With the reflex Acts of 
Faith. Now it God has commanded 


us to get the Faith of Aſlurance, and 
hath 
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hath enforced his Commands with Pro- 
miſes and Directions, we may ratio- 
nally conclude this ſixth Doctrine, that 
"Tis poſſible, that a true Believer may an- 
rive to 4 full Terſwaſion in himſef, that be 
hath made Chriſt his Truſtee, in the Con- 
cerrs of his Scu!, relating to the Day of 
Judgment, The Thing is attainable, 
how much ſoever many Believers may 
ſeem to come ſhort of it. 
G. We have many Inſtances in Scrip- 
ture, of Ferſons that did attain to a full 
Perſwaſion, that Jeſus Chriſt was their 
Truſtee in the Concerns of their Soul, 
and may very well argue ab + ad poſſe, 
it hath been obtain d, and therefore may 
be. Feb could ſay, F know that my Redeems- 
er liveth, and in my Fleſy I ſhall fee God. 
Job 19. 25, 26. David declared, God hath 
made with me an everlaſing Covenant, or- 
dered in «| Things and ſure. And allo, 4 
Fleſh, and my Heart {a;leth, but God is the 
ſtrenoth of my Heart, and my portion for e ver. 
Plal. 73. 26. My Beloved is mine (ſaid the 
Spoale) and I am his; Cant.2.16. Thomas, 
that was ſo full of Unbelief touching 
Chriſt's Reſurrection for a Time, did at- 
terwards cry out, and ſay, My Lerd, iy 
God. John 20. 28. Peter in 7cba's Goſpel, 
there appealed to Chriſt concerning 
the 
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the Sincerity of his Love to him; John 
21. 17. Lord, (faith ne) Thon knoweft al 
Thing, thou hnoweſt that I love thee, To 
the fame purpoſe taith St. Paul, 2 Cor. 
5. 1. For we tom, that ef 0 our Earthly 
Hou je of th: 's Tabernacle were d ij ſoſ ned, we 
have a Bu. Idi g 0 f God, an Hire not made 
with / ande, 6 Te) in the Heavens, And 
in my I ext, he faith, 5 That be was per | 
fwaaca 1. Chris: was able ta keep that 
wich be had committed to him te that Dy: 
and conſequently, he muſt. be periwad- 
ed alſo, that he oor committed a "Truſt 
to bim, for the former doth necettarily 
imply the latter. Zzerety know we (ſaid 
the Apaipe John) that we dwell in 5h. m, 


AG | e 172 us, receuſe he hat t gen vs of 


1, 


144 


bi Spiri: 1 John 4 13. W what 
Joy, did the believing /-brews ufer the 


Lols of all their outward Intereſts, be- 
cauſe they knew, tnat they had in Ra- 
ven, 4 better, and a more enguring Subſtance. 
\Vith what Courage and 
Cheeriulneis, did many of tne Martyrs 
lay down their Lives for Chriſt, be- 
cauſe they were aſfur d of a Glorious 
Reſurrection to eternal Life. . 
11.35. You ice, wultitudes have at- 
tain d to this Plerophory, or full Aſſu- 
rance of Faith, aud therefore, tis poſſi- 
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192 True Chriſtians know | 
ble, that we alſo may obtain it, if wel and t 
ſeek it in God's appointed Way. Are 

(4.) It this Perſivaſion, that Chriſt] and. | 
is our Truſtee may not be obtain'd,] with i 
then ſeveral Duties God hath requiredſ ſhoul 
would be unprofitable or impoſſible.] Praiſe 
For, of Da 

1. To what End doth God bid us Col. 1. 
to examine our ſelves, if our Stateſther,n 
and Condlition cannot be diſcerned]taters 
thereby: Why ſhould we be command- IIb: 
ed to ſearch our Hearts and to try Dar 
our Ways, if they are altogether un- [X 
ſearchable, or if after all our diligent]we bl 
Enquiries, we are as far from knowing|Bleſfir 
them as we were before? Doth God |fatisfac 
do this to mock with us, or put us up- ſin the: 
on vain and fruitleſs Undertakings, Bod, f 
when he bids us to prove our ſelves, [Proprie 
and to examine our Faith, that we may [wheth 
know, whether Jeſus Chriſt be in us would 
the Hope of Eternal Glory, 2. Cr. and to 
13. 5. Examine your ſelves, whether ye be our Lip 
in the Faith, prove your own ſelves; known thei 
ye not your, ſelve:, how that Jeſus Chriſt is ect ion 
IN You, except ye be Reprebates. he hik 

2. God hath commanded us to ſtheſe B 
give him Thanks, and bleſs him wholly 
for ſpiritual and ſaving Bleffings ; [Title t 
For the Blood of Chriſt to juſtify us, to God 

an | 
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„ if wel and the Spirit of Chriſt to ſanctifie us. 
2 Are we redeemed from Sin and Hell, 
Chrift] and. brought into a State of Salvation 
ztain'd,| with Chriſt, ard Peace with God; we 
quired] ſhould ſhew forth the Virtues and the 
offible.| Praiſes of him, who hath called us out 
of Darkneſs into his marvellons Light. 
bid us Col. 1. 12, 13. Giving Thanks wnio the Fa- 
Statel ther, which hath made us meet to be Par- 
[cerned[takers of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
1mand-f It: ho bath deliver d un from, the Power 
to try Darkneſs, and bath tranſlates ws into the 
er un- IMingdom of his dear Son. But how can 
iligent [we bleſs God for thefe Ineſtimable 
10w ing Bleſſings, if we may not arrive to a 
th God [ſatisfactory Knowledge of our Intereff 
us up-ſin them? Can we adde and magnifie 
kings, God, for Merties that we bave no 
ſelves, [Propriety in, or at leaſt, are ignorant 
e may [whether we have them or no? This 
> in uswould be to trifle with the Almighty, 
2. Cr. land to take his Reverend Name into 
r ye be ſour Lips in vain. Many carnal People 
; known their Prayers, will bleſs God for E- 
hriſt is ſlection, Vocation , Juſtification , and 
he like; but know nothing what 
us to [theſe Bleſſings ſignify, or at leaſt ace 
him [wholly ignorant, that they have any 
tings „Title to them. This is an Offering 
fy us, o God the Sacrificæ of Fools, whereas 
and g N | we 
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we ought to praiſe him, as well as 
pray to him with Underſtanding and 
Fenn. and with Sincerity, and 
Truth: And therefore, ſeeing God hath 
made it the Duty of every True Belie- 
ver, to thank, and adore him, for the 
Grace that he hath beſtowed upon 
them, and for the Intereſt they have 
in ſuch an All-ſufficient Saviour as Fe- 
ſus Chriſt is; It neceſſarily follows, that 
they may arrive to a certain Know- 
ledge of their State and Conditio 
in reference to theſe Things. | 
3. We are commanded to joy in 

od, and to rejoice in Hopes of the 
uture Glory. But how is it poſſible 
to diſcharge this Duty, if we are al 
together at Uncertainties, concerning 
our Preſent and Future State, in re 
Ference to Spiritual and Eterna 
Things. That 'tis our Duty to r 
joice in God, appears from the Com 
mand of God, exprefled in à great 


in the Lord always, and again I ſay Ke 
joice. We rejoice, ( ſaith the Apoſtle 
Paul, ) in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having 
received the Atonement. 18 
The Reception of the Atonemen 
was th round of his Rejoicing, : 4 
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the Knowledge that he bad of bis, 
Receiving it; diſpoſed and inclined: 
him to this Holy Joy in God. Tis 
not poſſible, that we ſhould be glad 
in the Lord, without ſome appropri- 
ating, Views of him. If 1 have no 
perfwaſion of ' my... Intereſt in the | 
Love and Care of Chriſt, of my Pro- 
priety in his Righteouſneſs, Grace 
Spirit and Promiſe , but rather look 
upon bim, as an Angry and Aveng- 
ing Judge, I cannot poſſibiy take up 
my Delight, and Acquieſcence in him: 
The Church of old reſolv'd, Tho? the 
Fig - Tree | did not b m 5 and the - 
Labour of the Olive did fall , that 
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then ſhe knew him to | 
of . ber Salvation. Hab. 3 a bo 
Spiritual Gladneſs that. poſlefi:d the 
Heart of David, was the Effect of 
the Jifring, up of the Lgbt of God's 
Countenance upon, his S.ul, was the Pro- 
duct of his Knowledge of his Inte- 
reſt in the Love and Fayour of 
71. 1 | 
(.) One End of God in committing 
his Word to Writing, 81 e 
ſing therein ſo many Marks, an 
Characteis of a State of Grace, is, 
| K 2 that 
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that we may arrive to af Aflürance, 
touching our Spiritual State and Con- 
dition. There are indeed many Rea- 
ſons , why God would have his Will 
and Pleaſure written. He would have 
it written, that it might be a ſtand- 
ing Rule of Faith and Practice, that 
it might ſerve for. Conviction and 
Converſion, for Admonition and Re- 
proof, that it might encourage, con- 
folate, and direct, as Occafion offers: 
But this is not the whole Deſipn 
thereof, God is pleas'd thereby, to 
lead Believers into an Acquaintance 
with their Spiritual State and Con- 
dition. 1 John 5. 13. Theſe Things have 
I written unto you , that believe on the 
Name of the Sen of Goa, that ys may 
Know that ye have Eternal Life. &c. He 
wrote this Epiſtle, not only to excite 
us to labour for a Title to Eternal 
Happineſs, not only to dire& us how 
we may obtain it ; but allo to ſhew 
us, how we may know, that we have 
obtained it. Hence we find ſo many the 
Marks of a gracious State in it; 4% 
a John 2. 3. Hereby we know that we knew | - 77 
him, if we keep bis Command ments. See 2 | 
1 John 3. 14. We know that we have Th © x 
paſſed from Death unto Life, bec..uſe me} © 
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love the Brethren, & e. Again 1. John 4. 
13. Hereiy know we that we dwell in 
bim, and he in us, becauſe he hath given 
1. of bis Spirit. Now, I pray you, to 
What End did the Apoſtle John lay 
down. theſe Signs of a State of Grace ? 
And how cou'd the Apoſtle, and 0- 
thers at that Time know, that they 
were in the Love and Favour of God, 

reflecting. upon theſe Characters; 
if an Aſſurance or certain Knowledge 
of this Matter, be not, as the Papiſts 
fay, attainable in this Life. 

(5.) One great Office of the Spirit 
of God, is to ſeal up Believers to the 
Day: of Redemption, to aflure them 
that Chriſt is theirs, and that he will 
keep them by his mighty Power, thra? 
Paith unto Salvation. 

When Chriſt was leaving the World, 

he promis'd to ſend the Comforter 
to fupply his Room, to convince them 
of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and Judgment, 
ts work in them Faith in Chriſt, 
and then to rſwade them, that 
they are united to Chriſt by Faith. 
„ Cor. 2. 12. We have received the 
Spirit” of God , "that we might know the 
Toirg: that are freely given wm of Ged. 
The Blefltd- Spirit ſheds abroad the 
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Love of God ſometimes in the Heart 
of True Believers. 
the Witneſſings of the Spirit. Rom. 
8. 16. The Spirit it ſelf beareth Witneſs 
wit h our Spirits, that me are the Children 
of God. The Witneſs of our own 
Spirit alone, will give us but little 
Satisfaction, without the. concurring 
Teſtimony of the Spirit of God, in 
reference to theſe Things; but by 
the Joint "Teſtimony of them both, 
we may attain. to a full Affurance, 
of he Love of God to us in Jetus 
Chriſt. Sometimes we read allo of 
the Sealings of God's Spirit; Eph. 4. 
30. Grieve net the Spirit of G, whereby 
e e ſeald to tbe Day of Fedemption. 
Two Things among us go by the 
Name of a Seal, viz. (1.) The Signet 
that makes the Impreſſion. (2.) The 
Impreſlion that is made by the Sig- 
nec. By Sealing there, is an Impart- 
ing of the Image of the Signet, to 
that which is ſeal'd. Now Two Things 
may be 4ignify:d by the Spirit's Seal- 
ing us (1.) An Inſtamping upony us 
the Likene(s of God in Knowledge, 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs , . or 'a 
making us Partakers of a Divine Na- 
tute; but the Sealing here intended, 
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to a full Perlwaſioa in our 


the Object. of their Fauſ li. 
is in Order of Nature, a Work of 
Faith and SanGincation s And there- 
tore, (2.) It ſigniiizs the Spirit's Teſtt- 


ſying ton us, that ve are, in a jaſtifiech 


and pardon State. God do's not ſeat 
us by his Spirit, char he, may know 
us that we are his; but that we 
might know. that he is ours, and de- 
pend upon him, and rejoice in him 
as ſuch. i: 

So that upon a due Conſideration 
of what has been ſaid, we may ſake- 


ly conclude, whatever Tb Ei. ki, 
411 


to the contrary, chat „e. may Atti 

f:1ves; 
is our Truſtee in. ts 
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Concerns of our Souls, relating 
Great. Day. ; 


APPLICATION 


1 chan now conclude my whole 


Diſcoarſe upon this Text, with 4 
few Reflections by way of Applica- 


tion, on thole Doctrinal Truths al- 
ready delivered. _ : "T0 
— ; Td , *. 1 

Does 4 True Believer mate CI his 
Truftez in the Concerns of his Soul ?7 Then 
learn. hene $5 
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Uſe 1. That all they who do not 
put the Concerns of their Souls into 
Zhrift's Hands, are no True Believers: 
The very Eflence of true juſtifying 
Faith, conſiſts in the Reception of 
Chriſt, as our Lord and Saviour, or 
in the reſting, and depending upon 
Him alone, for Life and Salvation: So 
that they, who do not ſce their 
abſolute Need of Chrift, in Order 
to a Deliverance from Sin and Hell, 
- md Obtaimny of Grace and Glory, 
are yet in their Sins. They who will 
be their own Saviours, and manage 
their Spiritual Concerns themſelves, 
in their own Wiſdom, and Strength, 
fet up their own Righteouſneſs, as 
the Jews did, in . png to the 
Righteouſneſs of God , and conſe- 
quently will meet with the ſame 
final Diſappointment of their Hopes, 
as they did. They who do not look 
to Chriſt, for Righteouſneſs and 
Strength, but depend upon ſome 
imaginary Righteouſneſs of their own, 
do but put Confidence in the Fleſh, 
and build their Hopes of Heaven 
upon a ſandy Bottom, and without 
Repentance, 
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Repentance, have an Eternity of 
Miſery. to bewail their Folly in, 

Uſe 2. It concerns us all, ſeriouſly 
to examine, whether we have made 
Chriſt our "Truſtee in the Matters 
of our Souls: We can never be ſafe, 
but are in a periſhing, and a dam- 
ning State, till this be done; we can- 
not keep our Selves, nor is it in the 
Power of any Creatnre, or Creatures 
to keep us; but the Strength of Sin 
within us, and the Influence of Sa- 
tan without us, will undoubtedly 
ruine us, if we are not under the 
Guerdian-ſhip of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
therefore, we ſhould be often calling 
our felves to an Account, in Refe- 
rence to this Aﬀair, it we have any 
Value for the Safety, and for the 
Peace and Comfort of our Souls. 
Row if you bave made Chriſt your 
1ruſtee, then, 

1. You do highly eſteem and value 
your Souls, you. have a due Convicti- 
on of their Worth and Excellency, 
that it will profit you nothing to 
gain the whole World, and loſe your 
Souls. Then you are more concern'd 
for the Salvation of your Souls, than 


for the Preleryation of your Bodies, 
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That which Men do principaly value, 
they are moſt ſtudious to preſerve z 
Men will lay up their Gold and 
Silver, their ew: and their Trea- 
ſure as ſafe as poſſible, and if they 
cannot keep them themſelves, or find 
it needful for their Advantage, to 
put them into other Hands, they will 
take Care whom they truſt with them; 
that they be ſach, as may be de- 
pended on for their Fidelity and 
Ability. Now if you have commit- 
ted yonr Souls, and their Concerns 
to Chriſt, "tis an Argument that you 
do know the Worth of him; and 
if you know the Worth of him, you 
cannot, you will not truſt. them in 
any other Hands but his. 

2. If Chriſt be your Truſtee, you 
have been ſenſible of your utter In- 
ſufficiency to keep your (elves. Men 
wil! never look out after a Saviour, 
whilitch-y think they can ſave them- 
ſelves, nor enquire for a Guardian, 
whilſt they imagine, that they can 
defend and keep themſelves. Per- 
ſons muit be knorkt off from all 
Con ficlence in the Fleſh, and be 
trought to a Deipair of finding Se- 
curity in any "Thing pelow Chritt, 
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e're they will adventure themſelves, 
and their Concerns upon him. Whilſt 
the Laodiceans had an high Opinion 
of their own Suſkciency, and thought 
that they were rich and full, and had 
Need of nothing , they made no 
Application to Jets Chriſt, but con- 
tinned in their unregenerate State, 
being wretched, and miſerable, poor, 
and blind; and naked. Rev, 3. 17, l 
have often wonder'd, how Men that 
have ſuch daily Inftances of their 
own Imperfections and Weakneſs, and 
of the Strength and Prevalence of their 
their habitual Luſts, ſhou'd cry up 
the Power of Nature ſo much, and 
pretend to an Ability in themſelves, 
to yield to God a pleaſing Obedience, 
and ſet up their own Righteouſneſs 
for Juſtification, in Oppoſition to the 
Righteouſneſs of Teſs Chriſt. I ſay, 
have often wondred at theſe Things, 
*£iil 1 conſidered thoſe Words of the 
Apoſtle 5 Rem. 7. 9, For I was alive 
without the Lu cuce; but when the Com- 
mand ment came, fin revivd, ani I dy d. 
The Reaſon why Men are conreited 
of themſelves, and of their own Righs 
teouſneſs is, Lecanſe they never felt 
the Weight of Sin upon the'r Con- 
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ſciences. They never had a true Pro- 


ſpect of the Law of God, in Refe- 


rence to the Strifneſs of its Com- 
mands, and the Severity of its Threat- 
nings. Had the Wheel of the law 
gone over them , had they ſeen the 


Evil Nature, and the dreadfut Deſert 


of all Sin, together with the Cor- 
ruption of their own Nature and 
Life; and in a Word, Had the Ar- 
rows, the Terrors of the Almighty 
enter'd into their Souls, and deeply 
diſtreſled and wounded them, then; 
they wou'd ſoon have diſcover'd the 
Inſufficiency of all their own Perfor- 
mances, to give them Relief and 
Comfort. Then the Offer of a Savi- 
our, and of a Righteouſneſs better 
than their own, would be very ac- 
teptable to them. If you were never 
yet convinc'd of Sin, as of the greats 
eſt Evil, never ſaw your loſt and 
miſerable Condition hy Sin, and were 
never lenfible of your abſolute Need 
of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, to 
juſtific and fave you; you may be 
aflur'd, that the Concerns of your 
Souls, were never committed by you 
to Chriit, but you are yet in a Grace- 
lels and Chriſtleis State. * 


the Object of their Faith. 205 

3. If you have made Chriſt your 
Truſtee, then he is exceeding: preci- 
ous in your Eſteem: He is the moſt 
valuable Good, the moſt defirable Per- 
ſon in your Eye; then yon can ſay 
with the Pfalmift, Whom have I in 
Hegven but thee, and there is wore won 
Earth, I defire befides thee. Pſalm 73. 25. 
Then you will fay with the Spouſe, 
that Chriſt is the Chrefeſt of Ten Thou- 


ſands , that he is an Object altogether 


lovely. To you which believe, ſaith the 
Apoſtle Peter, Chr: 
the di ſobedient, and unbelie ving, who ſte 
no Beauty nor Comlineſs in him, why, 
they ſhould deſire him; He i a Stone of 
ſtumbling, and a Rock of Offence, 1 Pet. 
2, 7 8. You wou'd never have repos d 
fo great a Truſt in his Hands, as your 
Immortal Souls, and their Eternal Cog- 
cerns, if you had not entertain'd an 
high Opinion of his Excellency. 

4. If you have made Chrift your 
Truſtee, you would be faithful to the 
Truſt that he hath committed to you. 
There is a Mutual and Reciprocal 
Truſt between Chriſt and Believers, 
they truſt him with their Perſons, 


their Souls, and their Bodies, and all 


their 


{ i pret ions; but to 
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their Concernments. And he truſts 
them with his Truth, and with his 
Word, his Ordinances, and his Wor- 
ſhip, He truſts them with his Name 
and Glory in the World; together 
with many valuable Gifts, and Privi- 
ledges, to be improv'd to the Erd for 
which he gave them. Examine, then, 
I beſeech you, how you deal with 
the Blefled Jeſus, Are you faithful 
to the Truſt, which he hath placed 
in you? Do you ſtudy to do the Things 
which pleaſe him? Do you love the 
Word of Chriſt above Gold and Sil- 
ver? Do you prize, and improve his 
good Inſtitutions and Appointments ? 
Do you earneſtly contend for the 
Faith once deljver'd to tre Saints? 
Are you zealous for the Nome, and 
Glory of Chriſt “ In a Word, are you 
wholly devoted to his Service. labour— 
inz to be conformable to his Will 
in an Things? Then may you be la- 
tisfied, that your Concerns are lodg'd 
in the Hands of Ch:it, and that he 
will taithiuvily preterve, and kerp 
them. 

Liſe 3. This may ſerve as a Rebuke 
to Two Sorts o. I'£rivns. 
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1. To ſuch as truſt in Chriſt in 
an irregular, and unſcriptural Way 
and Manner. Many Perſons will 
ſay, that they do believe in Chriſt, 
and hope to be ſav'd by his Merits, 
who yet. are really Enemies to him 
in their Minds, and Rebells againſt 
him in their Works. They do not 
truſt Chriſt in a Way of Duty, but 
in a Way of Sin: They hope to be 
ſav'd in their Sins, N do not ens 
deavour to he deliver d, and ſav'd from 
them. Many will commit their Con- 
cerns to Chriſt, ſo that he ſhall do 
all, and they will do nothing at all, 
contrary to the expreſs Counſel 
of God in Scripture, 1 Pet. 4. 19. 
Wrerefore let them that ſeſfer; accords 
ing to the Will of God, commit the 
Keeping of their Souls to bim in well doing 
5 Ne 4 fairnful Creator. Your Come 
mitting them to Chritt , that he 
may keep them, will not excate you 
from tre Uie of all ncceflary Dili 
gence to keep vour elves. You mult 
be found in the Way of your Du⸗- 
ty, whilit you truſt in Cirilt for Aſſiſt⸗ 
ance, Acceptance, and Perfcycrance. 


2. Here 
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2. Here is Rebuke to ſuch who 

after they have committed their Con- 
cerns to Chriſt, do often attempt by 
Unbelief to take them out of his 
Hands : as ev'ry A& of True Faith 
in Chrift, is a putting our Affairs in- 
to his Hands; ſo every A& of Un- 
belief, is an Attempt to take them 
out again. Every Time you doubt 
of Chriſt's Ability, or Willingneſs to 
fave you, every Time that you are 
apt to cenſure his Faithfulneſs and 

ovednef(s, with the Pſalmiſt of Old, 
P/alm 77. 8, 9. And te 
Taſhly againſt your Selves, that your 


Condition is remedileſs, and that 


your Souls are loſt and undone for 
ever. You do virtually declare that 
Chrift is not your Truttee and Guar- 
dian. If you have committed your 
Concerns to Chriſt, what are you a- 
fraid of? Why ſo full of Diſtruſt and 
Unhelief? *Tis a Reflection on the 
Ability or Faithfulneſs of your Guar- 
dian, when you are ſo much diflatis- 
fy'd, and fo full of anxious Doubts 
and Fears, in Reference to thoſe Con- 


cerns that you have put into his Hands: 


Tis true, they who have once ſincere- 
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ly committed themſelves, and their 
Concerns to Chriſt. ſhall never actu- 
ally, and really renounce their Truit, 
and take their Affairs out of his 
Hands again , The Foundation of God 


ſtandeth ſure; the Lord knoweth who are 


his. 2 Tim. 2. 19. But yet every 
Act of Unbelief makes an Atrempt 
this Way, has a Tendency to effect 
it, and would readily do it, did not 
the Grace and Faithfulneſs of Chriſt 
prevent it. 

Ute 4. Are our Concerns ſafe in 
Chrift's Hands, then we may en- 
courage our ſelves in him, under all 
the Oppoſitions that are made againſt 
them. Whilſt we are in this World, 
we are compaſted about with many 
Powerful Enemies, That are always 
ſeeking to deſtroy us, and threaten 
us with the greateſt Dangers. There 
is a Powerful Traitor within the 
Walls, and a Bloody Enemy with- 


out. The Fleſh, the World, and the 


Devil unite their Policy and Power 
againſt us. The World will aflault 
us, both by Smiles and Frowns, the 
Devil is an Indefatigable Adverſary, 
that will never ſaffer us to reſt, 
but is perpetually playing one En- 

gine 
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gine, or another againſt us. If he 
can't conquer them by Violence, he 
will attempt it by Craft, and to fa- 
vour his Attempts, we hive an E- 
nemy in our Breaſt, I--4nellrg Siu, 
that will be apt to open the Gates, 
and betray us into his Hands. Such 
is the Oppoſition, that is on all Sides 
made againſt vs, and our inability. to 
reit it, that if God ſhou d leave us 
to our ſelves, we muſt unsvoidably 
periſh. But tho' we are we:k in our 
lelves, there is Strength enough in 
Chritt, and he hath promis'd, that bis 
Grace ſhall be [ficient for us, and that 
b;s Streng h ſhell be perfected in oor en- 
neſs. 1 Cor, 12.9. And thercfore we 
ought, when we are buffeted by da tan, 
and aflauited by Corruption, to fly te 
the Captain ot our Salvation, in Whom 
are hid all the, Tree fires. of Wildom 
and Grace, He cen ivonue. our Ini- 
quities tor us, he can tread down 
Satan under our Fest, and make us 
more than Conquerors ever all our 
Spiritual Enemies, and therefore on 
him alone, in all our Conflids, thould 
we fiducially depend and reit. 
Vie 5. Will a Periwafion, that 
Chriſt is our Truſtee, give us a com- 
fertable 
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fortable Proſpect of the Day of Judg- 
ment? Then learn hence; The Reaſon 
why ſo many are afraid of Death 
and judgment: Tis either from the 
Want of Faith, or from the Weak- 
neſs of it; *tis becauſe they have 
not made Chriſt their Irutſtee, or 
if they have, they have no ſatis- 
factory Knowledge of it. 

1. The Fear of Death and Judg- 
ment do arife from the Want of 
Faith: Tis not pcflible for Perſons 
in a State of Sin and Unbelief, to look 
with Comtort into the World. 'Tis 
true, ſome Men blinded with Error, 
or betotted by din; mav fancy their 
Condition to be ſafe, and dye wih 
a Belief of their Future Happineſs, 
and upon that Account, be in a great 
Meaſure void of Fear; but alas! 
thote Men are only in a Golden 
Dream, for a little while, till they 
av:ike in Hell, and then they ſee 
their Miſery when "tis remedileſs. 
Were but the Eyes of Sinners open, 
to - ſee their fad and finful State, 
that the Law of God condemns. them, 
that the Juſtice of God is againſt 
them, and his Wrath every Moment 
ready to fall upon. them, with what 
| | Horror 
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Horror and Amazement would they 


think of a dying Hour, Did Men 


but conſider, what a Terrible Day 
the Day of Judgment will be, to all 
that are out of Chriſt, that have no 
Faith in, nor Union with the only 
Saviour; and were they alſo ſenſible, 
of the Carnal and Sinful State that 
they ate in, being withont God, and 
without Chriſt in the World, and 
having no Friend, no Advocate in 
Heaven to plead their Cauſe ; J ſay, 
did they but conſider theſe Things, 
Terror and Aftoniſhment wou'd e- 
ven ſwallow them up. We need not 
wonder, to ſee guilty Malefactors, 
andelieving Sinners afraid to meet 
their Judge, but we may juitiy won» 
der, that they think of it, und dread 
it ſo little as they do- 


2. The Pear of Death and judg- 


ment, do's often ariſe from the Wenk - 
gels of Faith. Many do believe in 
Chriſt ſincerely, and by Faith put 
their Concerns into his Hands, but 
yet do not know that they have 
done it. They have Faith enouglr 
to let Chriſt into their Hearts, to 
recieve him upon Gotpel Terms, and 
to make him their Truſtee in the 
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Concerns of their Souls; but they 
have not Faith enough to ſee wiiat 
they have done, and to reap the Com- 
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fort of it. They want that believing 
Perſwaſion, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of in 
my Text, that their Souls are in 
Chriſt's Hands, and ſhall be ſafely kept 
by hin to the Great Day, and this 
fills them with doleful Perplexities 
and Fears. The Thoughts of Death 
ate terrible to them, and they quake 
and tremble, when they think of the 
Day of judgment, becauſe they ap- 
prehend not the Safety of their Con- 
dition, and they can't thro' Unbelief 
read the Evidences of their Title to 
Eternal Life. Thy are ye ſ fearful 
( ſaid Chriſt ) © ye of little Faith. Mat. 
8. 26. The Strength of ſlaviſh Fears, 
is an Argument of the Weakneſs of 
ſaving Faith, but they are not al- 
ways an Argument of the Nullity 
of it, 

Uſe 6. Is it poſſible, that a True 
Believer may arrive te a full Perſwa- 
ſion, that he hath made Chriſt his 
Truſtee in the Concerns of his Soul, 
relating to the great Day; then this 
ſnou'd {tir us up to the greateſt Di- 
ligence, that we may obtain it. Tis 
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a Mercy that is attalnable, the Ad- 
vantag.s of it are very great, aud 
the Want of it is attended with many 
Diſad vautages, and moſt commonly, 
the Reaſon why many Chriſt ians come 
ſhort of it, is owtag to their own, Sloth 
and Negligence : Tis true, 'tis God's 
Prerogative to create Light and Dark- 
neſs, to produce Peace and Trouble, as 
pleaſeth him; but 'tis commonly our 
Sins, that do rob us of the Favour of 
God, and that do cauſe him to hide 
his Face from us. Did we keep more 
cloſe to God in the Way of Duty, 
he wou'd keep more claſe to us, in 
the Manifeſtations of his Grace and 
Mercy. How can you reid in Scrip- 
ture, of the Glorious Artaiuments of 
others, in Reference to this Perſwaſion, 
and not preſs after it with Diligence, 
and Earneſtneſs your ſelves. An Af 
france that Chriſt is your Truſtee, 
will fortify your Hearts, and ſtrength- 
en your Hands in the Work of Chriſt. 
This will make you joyful in T:iibu- 
lation, active in Obedience, and pati- 
ent in 1 þ this will fill you with 
Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory, and 


cauſe you to ſerve the Lord the Re- 
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fulneſs and Sladneſs, with Peace 
and Quictneſs ; as knowing, that your 
Labour jhall net be in «vain in the 
Lord, Many are deceived, and think, 
that they do believe in Chriſt, when 
there is no {uch Mitter, and others 
tho' they believe in Chriſt, are igno- 
rant of it, 211 conſequently loſe the 
Comfort of it for a Time. Tis there- 
fore our Intereſt, and our Wiſdom, 
with St. Paul, to leave the Things that 
are berind ,, and to preſs forward to the 
Things that are before us, Phil. 3. 13, 
To give all Dil gence to make our Calling 
and our Election ſure, that we may be 
able each of us to ſay, in the Words 
of my Text, JI know in whom I have 
beliew'd , and am perſwaded, that he us 
able to keep that which I have committed 
to him gainſt that Day. 


NIN. 


